Coursework Draft
The introduction of Ben in this scene has a huge impact in each area.  Firstly, his arrival brings about a change in the type of symbolism employed.  There are a lot more references to the American dream during the period that Ben is present.  The reason for this is that Ben is the epitomy of the American dream, he himself symbolises the successful side of capitalism.  The other symbolism in this scene, however, represents a desire to escape from people like Ben, deep down the desire of Willy.  ‘Open roads’ is mentioned on a number of occasions, as are ‘wild flowers’ and ‘wilderness’.  These are all references to the natural world, an escape form the urban landscape and the American dream.  The fact these desires are hidden, they aren’t obvious like the appearance of Ben, shows how they are being kept hidden by Willy, he won’t admit to himself that he is not a success, he is not the American dream and he doesn’t want to be.

Ben’s introduction is also interesting as it shows how far from being the succesful all-American Willy believes himself to be he really is.  Willy has worked for years as a salesman, yet is not rich and not a success.  Ben, however, ‘walked into the jungle when he was seventeeen’ and ‘walked out at twenty one, and, by god, I was rich!’  This is a reference to the American beleieve that anyone can make it rich if they really want to, if they are ruthless enough.  Ben clearly is ruthless enough, he ‘never kept books’, implying that he could have cheated them and stolen money.  This is quite a contrast to Willy’s attempts to be ruthless and impulsive.  Willy’s only ruthless act in this scene is when he decides to ‘build a stoop right not’ using stolen materials from the builders.  The fact that the boys are seen and have to run away show that Willy really is a failure and the complete opposite to his brother.

The introduction of Ben as a dislikeable character is also an important point, the fact that he is shown as dishonest; fighting Biff and tripping him up is a comment by the author that the American Dream is a dislikeable and dishonest thing.  That maybe people shouldn’t believe in capitalism, but instead live naturally.

Ben’s return also allows Willy to reminisce about the ‘good old days’, talking to Ben like a little child with total admiration for his big brother.  Wanting to be told about his father shows how weak and small Willy is, that he will never be anything more than a little brother looking up to Ben, he will never be up there with him.

Ben’s introduction also has a significant effect on each of the characters.  Firstly, Willy.   Ben’s introduction basically provides a comparison with what Willy claims to be and shows that he isn’t anything like as succesful as he tells his family and himself.  A good example is when Ben tells Willy he has a meeting in Ketchikan, whilst Willy couldn’t even make it to Yonkers without having to come back home.  Willy is a failure when compared to Ben and always will be.  Another is the fact that Ben has seven children, while Willy has just two.

Ben also provides an interesting comparison to Biff.  When the two fight, although Biff does punch him and seems to be doing well, he doesn’t fight dirty like Ben, and therefore loses.  This is a metaphor to show how Biff could never be a part of the American dream, he can only play it straight, and although he may do it well, he could never beat the American dream.

Ben also causes a shock to Linda.  When he challenges Biff to hit him, she doesn’t want it to happen, she knows the terrors of the American dream and that is why she doesn’t care that Willy is really a failure.

Basically Ben provides a contrast with the whole Loman family, none of them will ever make it in the capitalist world like Ben has.

Basically, Ben was introduced in this scene to provide a contrast between the Lomans and the American dream.  Ben is the epitomy of this dream, his character is just basically the embodiment of it, and so shows the difference between what Willy claims to be and what Willy is.  

