Coursework Draft
There are a number of interesting factors to look at within this scene.  One of the most important being the symbolism employed by the author.  In this scene there is not a great deal but what there is is very important within the narrative.  The symbolism in scene 1 act 4 centres around the idea of escape and leaving behind the urban landscape for something more natural.  The phrase ‘open roads’ is mentioned on a number of occasions as are ‘wild flowers’ and ‘wilderness’.  These reflect the boys, Happy and Biff’s desire to leave behind the modern world and live in peace, to leave the American dream behind.  This is a very big idea thoughout the play and therefore these few symbols a very important underlying factor in this scene. 

The American dream isn’t just represented through the symbolism in the scene, it is also shown a lot more literally through the dialogue and the fact that Ben has achieved  the American dream.  He talks about how he ‘walked into the jungle when he was seventeen’. He says ‘When I walked out I was twenty-one. And, by God, I was rich!’.  This statement is repeated twice, this is because it is the very epitomy of the American dream.  It isn’t just Ben who speaks as if he had achieved the American dream, Willy does also, but on a much smaller scale, this is due to the fact that he hasn’t in fact achieved very much.  He tells Ben how he is ‘going to rebuild the entire stoop right now’.  Also Ben tells great stories of their father who drove right across the country with the team/family in the back, through all the western states.  This is interesting as the western states are generally where the American dream is thought to reside.

Opposite from this capitalist dream is Marxism, another important factor within the story.  Both of Willy’s sons want to leave capitalism behind and escape, but Willy himself doesn’t, the American dream that he follows is effectively what kills him.  This is the author making a point that maybe Marxism is a better policy than capitalism. 

The final point from this scene is a longing for the ‘good old days’, this is shown by Willy continually asking Ben about his childhood, asking about his dad, ‘tell me about dad’.  This is important as it shows how Willy looks up to his all American father and recalls how ‘he was a great man’ and that Willy is so totally engrossed in the idea of capitalism.

Finally, the most important part of the scene are the characters themselves, how they act, react and interact with each other.  Firstly, Ben.  Ben is a world weary person who travels all over, from Alaska to Ketchikan.  He is exotic and succesful, although maybe not as honest and good as Willy thought.  That fact that he has ‘many enterprises’ but ‘never kept books’ indicates that maybe he was changing the figures and stealing money.  This is a comment by the author that to be a successful capitalist you have to be dishonest and also dirties the whole capitalist ideal.  This idea is backed up when Ben says ‘to be great you have to be strong’.

When compared to his brother, Willy, there is a sharp contrast between the siblings.  Although Willy appears to be going mad, deep down he appears to be a good, honest man, whereas Ben is dishonest and mean.  The fact they are both attempting to follow a capitalist ideal and only Ben is succeeding is a comment on capitalism being a bad thing.  However, Willy doesn’t seem to see this and is in fact trying to carry the ideal on with his sons.  He commands them to ‘rebuild the front stoop’ ‘on the double hap’ and tells Ben that this is ‘just the spirit I want to imbue them with’ and that he wants to bring them up ‘rugged, well liked, all around’.  This shows that Ben is trying to make his sons a success where he is not and is one of the most interesting examples of character’s interacting.  This could be the reason why Willy tells Biff to hit Ben when Biff doesn’t want to, he may be trying to show how strong his sons are and how well brought up they are, he may be trying to show up his big brother, but can’t, as Ben defeats Biff.  Another important relationship to look at is that of Willy with Ben, he has complete and utter respect and love for his older brother.  ‘What a memory Ben!’, ‘I’ve been waiting for you for so long’ are just two of the phrases that Willy comes out with.  The use of exclamation marks show his excitement and respect for Ben.

Finally, there are the minor characters of Benard and Charley, who are useful to look at as they are ‘below’ Willy on the social scale and so are treated with no respect, this is shown when Willy accuses Charley of cheating when he hasn’t.  This is important as it shows that the more successful you are/were, the more respect you get, it is the ideals of capitalism rearing their ugly heads once again.

