Why did society change so rapidly in the period between the revolution and 1925?

Tsarism (pre 1917)

· Tsar gave women little respect

· Very much class based society

· People less worried with arts and culture, more worried about achieving a revolution

· Bolsheviks wanted to change everything and create a new free society

Revolution (1917-1922)

· Laws passed to create equality between men and women

· In reality men disliked the new rules and didn’t allow them to happen

· Proletkult encouraged art and creativity within the proletariat

· This failed and Lenin shut it down in 1923

· Constructionalist architecture-government wanted sensible, ordered housing

· Government destroyed bourgeoisie buildings

· Government attempted to encourage pro-Bolshevik art

· In reality most of the prominent artists in Russia were anti-Bolshevik and many famous writers, artists etc were deported for their political opinions

· Government took in freelance artists who agreed with a few Bolshevik principles and tried to pass them off as purely red artists

· Bolshevism wanted to rid Russia of the church and began taking over churches and monasteries and using them for their own needs

· People still practised religion at home

· War communism created class division within the proletariat

· Civil war disrupted revolution and slowed arts etc from developing

NEP (1922-1925)

· Church and government reached agreement to stay out of each others business and religion was once again allowed in Russia

· Class division began to disappear as there was no need to create a class war between the kulaks and the poor peasants

· Government became more interested in party unity than arts and freedom

