A Streetcar Named Desire

Scene 11

Role Reversal

· Stella’s relationship now built on lies, self-deception in ignoring Blanche’s story

· Blanche’s madness helps Stella to belief in her actions and keep on going

· Blanche no longer undresses for the poker players, instead is ashamed and hides from their gaze, caused by the rape

· Stella now the one living in a world of lies; just like her sister’s world it has been created due to the restrictions of society.  Blanche presented herself as a representative of the deep south in her apparent believe in virtue and chivalry.  Stella in the same way presents herself as the new south, totally dependent and unquestioning of her man. 

Circular Narrative

· Poker game as at beginning

· New hand dealt as play ends, the game will continue

· Stella assumes Blanche’s role; living in a world of self-deception in order for life to go on.  She could not continue to live under Stanley’s tyranny if she accepted the truth, there is no escape from this linear life.  Even Eugene tells her she mustn’t believe Blanche.

Destruction Of Old South

· Blanche still awaits a man of virtue, confronted with oppression of new south

· Stanley ahs won, removed Blanche from his house

· Stella is with Stanley, not Blanche, he has won possession of her

· Blanche’s connection with reality is totally destroyed by the rape; she believes she is meeting Shep, a representation of the old south as the perfect gentlemen

· By showing the triumph of brutality and ruthlessness over gentility and delicacy, this scene captures and portrays the disposable nature of Blanche's kind.

Epiphany

· Blanche realises some of the truth; that she ahs been deceived by her sister, ignoring of Stella as she is escorted away, “what have I done to my sister”

· Stella realises that she cannot believe the truth or her marriage cannot go on

I have always believed in kindness of strangers

· All strangers met by Blanche have been source of sadness and rejection; Mexican lady, paper boy

· Strangers from her town such as soldiers offered her desire, yet no real fulfilment, link to desire as opposite of death.  Strangers kept Blanche alive yet never completed her. 

