Is Brief Encounters A Typical British Film In Its Representation Of Love And Sexuality?  Compare It With One Other Film Where Love Is A Principle Theme.





To answer his question, you have to ask what is a typical British film and how does it represent love and sexuality.  The answer can only be found from looking at of movies and drawing out common factors.  So what are these factors?  Firstly, if you look at early British film then realism was definitely not 'en vogue', fantastical period dramas with fast paced unrealistic scripts were all that was being produced.  This leads on to the point that the British are somewhat afraid of sex when it's realistic.  In this way Brief Encounters fits in to the mould as it is very realistic and therefore sex is never talked about or shown, it is somewhat of a taboo.





These films were completely different to actual life at the time though, in the post war period, even though people were at their happiest for years, sex and relationships were still a taboo subject.  Therefore a film like Brief Encounters fitted in with the British representation of sex and love, but not so much the British cinema's representation of sex and love.





However, these ideals have changed greatly over the years, people have become more moral and sex has become less of a taboo subject.  However, love has always been considered more important than sex in British film and that idea was still being shown even after the nu-wave came in to prominence.  The ideas started changing in the 50s and 60s in the so called nu-wave British films such as a A Kind Of Loving.  Therefore the question is very difficult to answer as British film has changed so much.  The only way to answer this question is to compare Brief Encounters with the ideals of the time and then separately to the later ideas.





The best way to prove that Brief Encounters is more like nu-wave cinema is to compare it to a similar film from the 50s or 60s.  A Kind Of Loving is a good film to look at as it has the same sort of ideas as Brief Encounters and is a typical of British cinema the time.  So in what ways are they alike?  Firstly, they are both realistic when looked at compared to other films of the time.  They both tackle relationships and people going against morals, and eventually how people are effected when they go against morals.  They could both be seen as very moral as they show that when people go against morals then they ruin their lives.  Therefore you could say that British films are closely related to religion, as they hold very Christian ideals in their morality and in particular the display of sexuality and love.  In both Brief Encounters and A Kind Of Loving sex was a main idea, but unmarried sex and sodomy are both clearly displayed as negative as the 'immoral' characters Vic and Laura are both distraught and confused throughout their respective films.  Christian ideals are one ideal that has been carried on throughout the last century of British cinema and is clearly featured in Brief Enounters.  Therefore in this way Brief Encounters is definitely typical of British cinema in its presentation of sexuality and love.





The camera work is also quite alike in the two films.  For example there is the shot in Brief Encounters where Laura is in the foreground looking into the window, this shot mirrors almost exactly a shot in A Kind Of Loving where Vic is in the foreground with his family behind him.  These shots are interesting because they both show the main characters trapped by their own immorality.  Vic with his wife and mother in law behind him, Laura with herself.





The films are also alike in the way that people reacted to them.  Both were seen as very risqué and gritty and marked the start of a new wave of films.  Brief Encounters starting off a spurt of realistic films and A Kind Of Loving the start of Nu-Wave British Cinema.  





So, at the time was Brief Encounters a typical film?  In some ways yes, it still shows the morality that the Brits are famed for and it still doesn't tackle sex head on.  This is displayed clearly in the 'sex' scene in Brief Encounters, there was very little bodily contact and nothing even resembling nudity.  This is one way that it is different from newer films.  As in the sex scene is A Kind Of Loving there is actually nudity, bodily contact and a talk of contraception.  This shows how although Brief Encounters is more like a Nu-Wave film than a typical 1920's film; it has not made the jump there yet.  However, the fact that sex is insinuated in a serious drama at all, when compared to the fantastical films which the British cinema had been churning out, this film was considered quite risqué and also very gritty.  In many ways Brief Encounters has more in common with the nu-wave British films rather than the films of the time, as these films were famed for their gritty realism and confrontation of sex, and although brief Enounters isn't as explicit as A Kind Of Loving at the time it was considered disgusting.





Brief Encounters is a particularly interesting film to look at when answering a question such as this because of the fact that it is o ahead of its time.  Its modern ideals and storylines are very much more like the nu-wave films of the 50s and 60s rather than the British films of the 20s when Brief Encounters was released.  It is definitely not fantastical; it is modern day, realist and tackles serious issues.  In this way it is very much like A Kind Of Loving, and very much unlike 20s cinema.





Basically, it is hard to say whether or not Brief Encounters is typical of British cinema in its representation of love and sexuality.  It seems that at the time it isn't typical at all, it is a lot grittier and has a lot more depth to it than other films of the time, but when compared to a Kind Of loving and other nu-wave films it is definitely typical.  This basically makes it seem like the film was very much ahead of its time and is more of a nu-wave film than anything else.





