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Director’s Corner 

This September come join Chap-
ter 51 for a “Tail Gator”  in North-
east Florida where the next re-
gional will be held.  Gainesville 
has more to offer than a great col-
lege education, it also has great hot 
spots.   Within walking distance 
from the UF Hotel and Conference 
Center there is The Harn Museum 
of Art, Florida Museum of Natu-
ral History, The Curtis M. Phil-
lips Center for Performing Arts 
(which has a variety of perform-
ances from symphony orchestras to 
dance to traveling Broadway 
shows to local talent) and the 
Southwest Recreational Center.  
And driving onto campus there is 
also the famous Bat House and a 
lake to take a quiet picnic.  For 
those that are more courageous, the 
town has more natural sites to offer 
within a ten mile radius of the Ho-
tel.  The Devil’s Millhopper (120 
foot deep sinkhole), San Felasco 
Hammock State Preserve (Ten 
miles of marked nature trails 
through 6,900 acres of sunny pine 
forests and shady hardwood ham-
mocks), Kanapaha Botanical 
Gardens (includes various gardens 
and you can also see a variety of 
birds), and Lake Wauberg (a rec-
reation park where you can walk 
along the nature trails, swim, canoe 
and paddleboat on the lake.)  Or 
there are always the usual bowling 
alleys and paintball places that kids 
love.  Gainesville will have some-
thing for you to enjoy, whatever 
your desire. 

You can access all you need to 
know about Gainesville and Uni-
v e r s i t y  o f  F l o r i d a  a t 
www.cityofgainesville.org and 
www.ufl.edu/ 

We are planning, along with 
Scott and Pam Danberg, to start the 
day with a swim clinic and a track 
and field event.  This will be great 
fun and we hope that children and 
adults will attend.  A Pediatric 
Physical Therapist and her gradu-
ate students are going to sponsor 
our children’s room.  We are also 
going to be able to offer free hear-
ing screening in the children’s 
room by Dr. Debra Shimon Au.D 
and her graduate students.  You 
will be able to schedule an appoint-
ment at the registration table.  In 
the afternoon we will hold a ques-
tion and answer period with a 
panel of highly respected doctors 
including: Orest Hurko M.D.,Mary 
Blair-Matejcyk, M.D., Mary Wag-
nor, M.D., Rosi Fortunato, M.D. 
and Debra Shimon, Au.D.  In the 
evening you will be able to enjoy a 
wonderful buffet, tableside magic, 
silent auction and dancing.  Do not 
miss this event!  We will see you 
in Gainesville.   

 
Our Spring Regional on Ft. Lauder-

dale Beach was a huge success with 
over 130 in attendance. Events in-
cluded DAAA Boccia Ball, swim-
ming on the beach or poolside and 
taking in the sights on the beach or 
along the beach boardwalk.  This was 
the first time District 4 sponsored a 
family through the Newcomers Fund.  
We would like to continue this effort 
and encourage you all to contribute 
towards the next recipient when reg-
istering for the next Regional in 
Gainesville. Included are photos from 
the regional. I would like to thank the 
many South Florida Members in 
planning and hosting the events. It 
was good to see the return of Tiffany 
Quick and her mom Michelle Bur-
gess.  Both have a great photo in our 
national newsletter along with Gina 
Zoldak & Jazmin Persaud.  Dr. Jenni-
fer Arnold was featured in the June 
2003 issue of the Ladies Home Jour-
nal Titled "Making It", page 106.  If 
you can get a copy it is worth keep-
ing. Good going Jennifer!  

Angela and I attended one and a 
half days of Board meeting at the 
national conference in Boston: An-
gela as the Parliamentarian and 
Robert as your District Director. Here 
are some of the highlights of BOD 
decisions: the District 4 nominee for 
the Kitchens Meritorious Award, 
Daniel Margulies, was approved and 

Continued on page 2 
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Orest Hurko 
Doctor Hurko is a 

neuro log is t  who 
serves on the LPA 
medical advisory 
board, and in honor of 
his dedicated service, 
he was granted a life-
time membership to 
LPA.   Doctor Hurko 
served from 1983 to 
1998 at Johns Hop-
kins Hospital.  As an 
Associate Professor in 
Neurology, his clinical 
duties included general 
neurology, neurogenet-
ics, adult and pediatric 
genetics. Doctor Hurko 
specialized in evaluat-
ing the neurologic 
complicatons of little 
people, and he is fa-
miliar with the par-
ticular concerns of 
each type of dwarf-
ism. 

Mary Matejczyk  
Doctor Matejczyk is 

an orthopaedic sur-
geon at the Cleveland 
Clinic in Cleveland 
Ohio.  Her specialties 
include total hip and 
knee joint replacement 
and the revision of 
those replacements.    
She is also an associ-
ate professor for the 
Department of Sur-
gery at the Ohio State 
University School of 
M e d i c i n e .  
Dr.Matejczyk was 
named to the alpha 
Omega Alpha Medical 

Honor Society and 
awarded the Kappa 
Del ta ,  American 
Academy of Ortho-
paedic Surgeons Or-
thopaedic Research 
Award, and the 
American Orthopae-
dic Association North 
American Traveling 
Fellowship. 

Mary Wagner  
Doctor Wagner is an 

assistant professor 
with the University of 
Florida, College of 
Medicine, Department 
of Pediatrics.  She 
specializes in  Pediat-
ric Pulmonary, and 
her clinical interests 
include breathing dis-
orders during sleep, 
apnea, chronic lung 
disease in infants and 
ch i ldren ,  seve re 
asthma and cystic fi-
brosis.  Dr Wagner is 
familiar with the pul-
monary issues that 
face many dwarfs, and 
she offers a specialty 
clinic for her pediatric 
sleep apnea patients 
who use a bipap or 
cpap to assist their 
breathing.   

Debra Shimon 
Doctor Shimon is an 

audiologist at Shands 
Teaching Hospital, 
University of Florida, 
Gainesville, Fl.  She 
has over 20 years ex-
perience as an audi-
ologist.  Her special-
ties include the assess-
ment and evaluation 
of hearing in infants, 

children, and adults, 
with an emphasis in 
fitting hearing aids 
and assistance listen-
ing devices for all 
ages.  Her profes-
sional experience also 
includes newborn 
hearing screening, in-
dustrial audiology, 
graduate student clini-
cal training and public 
speaking.  Her niece, 
Jessica Markbrieter, is 
a member of Chapter 
12. 

Rosi Fortunato 
Doctor Fortunato is 

a Pediatrician in pri-
vate practice since 
1987 in Gainesville, 
Fl.   She was awarded 
the Community Pedia-
t r ic ian Teaching 
Award in 1998 and 
1999.  Doctor Fortu-
nato is also an assis-
tant professor for the 
Department of Pediat-
rics at University of 
Florida, and has 
served on the Univer-
sity of Florida College 
of Medicine Alumni 
Board.   Dr. Fortunato 
is the pediatrician for 
Miranda Uhl who is a 
member in Chapter 

for minutes of the Board Meeting, 
and a laptop video projector for fu-
ture meetings. Cricket & Paul 
Hrabosky did a marvelous job of re-
vising the bylaws and policy manual.  
Ericka Peasley has a mock layout of a 
great Medical Resource website soon 
to be on the LPA dedicated server.  
Our membership renewal program 
increased membership by 12%The 
letter campaign cost $3,400, but re-
sulted in extra dues of $8,500. The 
sad news is our sales of securities lost 
$58,515 in 2002 and unrealized gains 
loss on securities was $35,032.  This 
reflects the state of the national econ-
omy and is not unusual compared 
with the investments of other organi-
zations. 

I will have served my 3 year term at 
the Fall Regional in Gainesville. 
Therefore there will be an election 
for a new District Director.  If inter-
ested, please make your interest 
known. Nominations will come from 
the floor of the general assembly.  I 
am not seeking re-election.  It is time 
to bring forth new talent to share the 
load and try a new approach to lead-
ership.  I have truly enjoyed being 
your District Director.  Most chal-
lenging and rewarding is putting to-
gether the newsletter and communi-
cating with all the district and the 
chapter officers.  We can be proud of 
what we have accomplished. I want 
to personally thank my fellow offi-
cers.  John Mayeux for being on top 
of the mail list and listening to my 
ideas and questions.  Aileen Miller 
for keeping up with quarterly/annual 
financial reports from our chapters 
and district. Chris O'Neill, as Assis-
tant District Director, and especially 
for stepping in at the Tampa Regional 
and helping in mailing the District 4 
Newsletter with his extended family.  
Of course, I can't forget the many 
chair positions of our committees.  
You all have done a terrific job. 
Thanks! 

Hope to see you all in Gainesville. 

Yours truly    Robert Van Etten 

presented on the Ban-
quet Night.  LPA is 
funding 5 new programs: 
a photo Library, an Out-
reach Program to ele-
mentary schools, an LPA 
server to host our 
LPAOnline website, au-
dio recording equipment 

Director’s Corner  
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Meet Our   
Medical Advisors 
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Boston National Conference 2003 

Fall Regional 2003, Ft. Lauderdale 
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District/ Chapter Officers 
NAME  TITLE    HOMEPHONE EMAIL 

Robert Van Etten District Director  772-781-6153   vanetten@adelphia.net 
Chris O’Neill  Assistant Director   561-622-8154  sammy3@bellsouth.net 
John Mayeux  Database Coordinator  727-347-0520   jmayeux@tampabay.rr.com 
Aileen Miller  District Treasurer  561-638-9065  gofishn3@bellsouth.net 
Debbie Koury  Librarian   561-575-3648  Dwarfmom@aol.com 
Joy Lawson  Seniors Coordinator  941-995-1789  lpajoy@yahoo.com 
Deanna Uhl  Parent Coordinator  386-418-1390  Deanna@theuhls.org 
Eric Meunier  Web Master   727-723-3102  eric_meunier@hotmail.com 
Nancy Mayeux Media Coordinator   727-347-0520   nayeux@tampabay.rr.com 
Amy Nguyen  Chapter President (51) 904-262-6139  tvnguyen5@cs.com  
Lou Ellen Bell  Chapter President (13) 407-679-9048  louebl@sprynet.com   
Jeff Lewis  Chapter President (12) 561–795-0376  jefflewis@adelphia.net 
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John Mayeux 
District Database Coordinator 
Little People of America 
1244 80th St S 
St Petersburg, FL  33707-2721 

Web Sites: 
LPA National 
www.littlepeopleofamerica.org/ 
LPA District 4 
www.lpad4.org 
South Florida Mini Gators: 
www.southfloridaminigators.org.  
Central Florida Mini Gators: 
www.geocities.com/mini_gators/ 
Toll Free Information line: 
1-888-LPA-2001 

Scholarships & Funds 
Scholarships, Kitchen’s Travel Fund and the Bach 
Medical Grant are now available to those who are 
needed a little help out there.  Scholarship fund is for 
lp’s who are attending college, trade school or voca-
tional school.  The Kitchen’s Travel Fund is for 1st time 
National Conference attendees.  The travel fund was 
awarded to # households last year.  If you plan on at-
tending the National Conference in Boston, MA, you 
will need to make your reservations now.  The award 
will be granted and you will be notified in May.  The 
scholarships and travel fund have a deadline of 
APRIL 1st.  

The Boch Medical Grant is for anyone having difficulty 
paying for medical bills that insurance would not cover 
due to any dwarfism.  This grant has no deadline, how-
ever funds are limited.  Please contact any officer for 
applications and requirements. 

  Download Forms from District 4 Website 
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