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Welcome to Fan Mail!, brought to you by the Staff of Louise and Bob’s Movie Reviews!
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This is a first look at our most recent reviews.  Being Fan Mail! Subscribers, you are privileged to get a first hand look at our comments.

"HIGH FIDELITY" (2000)

Starring: John Cusack, Iben Hjejle, Todd Louiso, Jack Black, Lisa Bonet, Catherine Zeta-Jones, Tim Robbins

Directed by: Stephen Frears

Submitted by: Busboy

Top Five things that come to mind after watching this movie? Number five, everyone in that movie sure made a lot of top five lists. Heck, they even named a record company top five. Number four, Catherine Zeta-Jones why Michael Douglas? Number three, an interesting look at the music fanatic. These guys weren’t just music buffs; they’re experts who would trounce any music category on jeopardy. John Cusack plays a vinyl record store owner with two very eccentric and elitist employees. The three men analyze the merits of various albums and songs, constantly jibing each other for what they feel is a frivolous pick. It’s very interesting, nostalgic, and humorous to hear other people talk about songs and albums. Music isn’t just something to listen to, it is a religion, a way to live one’s life. Number two, play that funky eighties music. I like it. Number one, John Cusack plays the sensitive, cool, searching-for-love character.  You ask did I see this movie before? Yes Cusack definitely has portrayed the quirky, sensitive, searching for the meaning of life and love character in quite a few movies. Cusack’s character Rob has recently been dumped by his live-in girlfriend of several years. In his emotional turmoil, he asks why women leave him. So, Rob analyzes his top-five worst break-ups. He then proceeds to call each one of them up. Often during these episodes of self-probing the Rob character addresses the camera personally asking rhetorical questions, and speaking frankly about his fears aspirations and motives. Basically, Rob says what all insecure afraid-of-commitment men are thinking but are too embarrassed to admit. Of course that is if you like the aloof nonchalant random conversation reminiscent of CLERKS. In all, this movie wouldn’t make my top five but hey it’s better than sitting home alone on a Saturday night hoping he or she will call.  This film gets 3 ½ Go's.
"SPEED 2: CRUISE CONTROL" (1997)

Starring: Sandra Bullock, Jason Patric, Willem Dafoe, Temuera Morrison

Directed by: Jan De Bont, Jack N. Green

Submitted by: The Kitty Foo Fa
This movie, attempting to live off the success of part one failed miserably.  Didn't we say that sequels do NOT work?!?!  Bullock, as expected w/her brain power, returns to this sequel.  At least Keanu was smart enough to avoid it..  or just too horrible to even be a part of it. sad cases either way..  But instead of a bus running away this time, you have a gigantic, not as big as Titanic though, running away like Teletubbies...  The boat must have heard the Song of Four.  

[image: image3.wmf]The plot and acting skills are all very forgettable.  Due to the lack of 

substance in this movie and its inability to even stir up some inspiration 

on the part of the critic, here's an interesting fact: Prevention in public 

health measures is not meant to fight mortality.  It is simply attempting 

to hold off chronic illness in the population till the natural death time 

has arrived (approximately 80 years old).  This serves as a cost effective

 way of managing healthcare.  This phenomenon is known as compressed 

mortality.  So to return to the dull movie, it gets one Go....  end of discussion.

"THE RACE FOR THE DOUBLE HELIX" (1987)

Starring: Jeff Goldblum, Tim Pigott-Smith, Juliet Stevenson

Directed by: Mick Jackson

Submitted by: The Kitty Foo Fa

This movie illustrates the pathway to the discovery of the DNA molecule.  It is inspired by the book entitled The Double Helix.  The film gives a good explanation as to how the scientists, NOT just Watson and Crick, fitted the puzzle together.  It was interesting for its informative value.  However, due to its release during prehistoric times, the quality is not premium and thus some cheese can be detected.  It has some ability to bring that scientist out of us and puts as in awe of the advancement of 

[image: image4.wmf]science.  However, the most disappointing part about the entire situation is that one of the main contributors to this model, Rosalind Franklin, did not receive a Nobel Prize because she had passed away.  Although we understand the rules and that the fact that this has zero relation to the quality of the movie, the film lost one Go b/c of it.  So, after plugging our numbers into the free energy equation, the movie gets 3 Go's!

“FINAL DESTINATION” (2000)
Starring: Devon Sawa, Ali Larter, Kerr Smith, Kristen Cloke, Daniel Roebuck

Director: James Wong

Submitted by: Busboy

Do you believe in destiny, fate, or predestination?  What if Buddha/guy above has only one plan for each of us?  If so, what would happen if we did not follow his/her plan?  Alex Browning (Devon Sawa) is a student going on a school trip to France.  While preparing for liftoff he dreams that the plane crashes.  Awaking in a screaming fit, he and several other students and faculty are thrown off the plane.  The plane proceeds to crash.  Yes, Alex dodged Death, but Death has a list and Alex’s name was never crossed off.  A month later, a few of the classmates and the faculty are killed in random, nearly impossible mishaps. Random circumstances such as a bus running one of the survivors over as they walk across the street.  Well at least she was a survivor.  Or a boy tripping in the shower and is accidentally strangled by an errant clothesline.  Realizing they haven’t completely escaped Death’s watch, Alex and his classmates must fight impossible circumstances to evade Death. Pretty entertaining and kind of funny.  I sort of believe that destiny stuff.  Unfortunately, every time I’m on a plane I’ll be straining to feel for that weird sensation that the plane will crash.  The movie receives 3 ½ Go’s

THE CONTENDER (2000)
Starring: Joan Allen, Gary Oldman, Jeff Bridges, Sam Elliot, Christian Slator, William Petersen

Directed by: Rod Lurie

Submitted by: Louise and Bob
     First off, we would like to apologize to our fans for not visiting the movie theaters more to bring you the latest in Movie Reviews.  Due to our small budget, we can not afford to watch crappiness.  But you can help!  Just shop online through our website to sponsor our staff and us so we can provide you a steady flow of new release.  Now, turning away from our woes as business owners, we would like to talk about this new political thriller, "The Contender."  The producers of this film timed the release to fit 

[image: image5.wmf]the most recent presidential race.  With the recent immorality in the White House, the interest in this movie is significantly heightened although the recent slump in the film industry has trimmed the earnings down quite a bit.  The storyline is this, the VP of the US dies and the Prez decides to choose a new mate to be "confirmed" by the House of Representatives.  Before this candidate is confirmed, she or he has to be grilled by a special investigation committee for her or his worthiness.  Well, it just so happens that dirt was dug up about this candidate and revealed her participation in an orgy back in her Harvard days.  The candidate insists on her privacy and refuses to confirm the story.  The Prez and the political party, in this case the Democrats, is pressed to dump her for a most recently glamorized Governor.  On top of it all, you have Gary Oldman, the hateful chairman of the special committee raising hell for the candidate and an idealist Representative from Delaware played by Christian Slater revolting from his own party.  Anyhow, this all plays out and while we do not want to share with you the conclusion of the film, we just want to say that there was a slight disappointment and did not live up to the expectations.  

     Regarding Louise's skin and togetherness index, Joan Allen only scored in the range of average.  Although it was highly anticipated that a congresswoman in a high political role should always score in the top percentile in these categories, Joan Allen's character did not make the mark.  To enhance her failure to present a complete successful woman, she mistakenly agreed to act out athleticism without a body double.  Her awkwardness was apparent and it was quite disturbing for the audience.  As for the sex-crazed mind of Senator Laine Hanson, well, we are quite numb at this point and do not want to comment further.  

     Jeff Bridges, playing President Jackson Evans, felt kinda comedian-like in a stand-up setting.  He does not add much to the film and neither does Christian Slater.  His role as Rep. Webster from Delaware was bland and not even the slightest bit irritating.  But we do see two highlights to this film.  One, Gary Oldman, the ugly preacher from "Scarlet Letter" is back for more sinister stuff and this time, he hit bullseye again.  Also the one twist and revelation at the end was kinda cool too.  Overall, this film receives 4 Go's.  It really only deserves 3 but the recent slack of the film industry made this movie that much more appealing.

Want to personally visit the filming location of THE CONTENDER?  

Please see ad.

AUTUMN TALE (Conte d’automne), 1998 France
Starring: Marie Riviere, Beatrice Romand, Alain Libolt, Didier Sandre, Alexia Portal

Directed by: Eric Rohmer

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

Autumn Tale is the last of director Rohmer’s Tales of Four Seasons cycle, and is said to be the sunniest of the four – so they say…Peas will get back to you after he figures out how to rent the other three, without going to France.  The story takes place somewhere in southern France, where a widow 

(Magali, played by Romand) prepares for autumn harvest for her wines.  The widow’s more urban “best friend” (Isabelle, played by Riviere) comes to visit often, and they often converse about finding Magali a man.  By the way, Magali sounds like a nice name for Blueberry Moose’s future daughter….  

Early on, the audience is introduced to a taboo relationship between a teacher and a student. [image: image6.wmf] Supposedly, this teacher (mid-forties already) chases after or is often chased by his students at l’universite.  This student, Rosine (played by Portal), decides to introduce her ex-lover/teacher to the widow, who is her current boyfriend’s mother.  NOW, the central problem to Peas concerns Rosine’s boyfriend.  Chew on this, if Rosine’s matchmaking succeeds, then Rosine’s ex-lover becomes her current boyfriend’s step-father!  Of course, we are quite troubled by this, but the cast of NBC’s Titans will probably just laugh this off.  On the other side, Isabelle also gets a man ready for Magali; Isabelle, TOO, chose to get this poor guy ready by some rather unorthodox interviewing techniques.  No more comments on the plot, as you are all probably just running out to rent it.  The key to a film like this is its intelligent (some may call it dense) dialogue.  In a way this movie made Peas feel like he was watching a play on stage – few characters, expressive acting, and lots of talk talk talk.  One thing that continues to puzzle Peas is the repeated mentioning of power plants and nature, what’s up with that, huh?  Unfortunately, we were unable to give this film a high rating as it will certainly not interest the average American GI JOE, or Ken and Barbie for that matter, but it sure does show that… “Oh the French, what an ‘interesting’ bunch!” 2.5 Go’s.
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DOUBLE JEOPARDY (1999)
Starring: Ashley Judd, Tommy Lee Jones, Bruce Greenwood, Annabeth Gish, Brennan Elliott

Directed by: Bruce Beresford and Peter James

Submitted by: Louise and Bob

This movie portrays a fairy tale-like story gone bad like a tomato.  The piece begins with Ashley Judd happily married to her hubby and parenting a cute “kiddo”.  However, the plot quickly, and we mean quickly, took a twisted turn as the hubby is murdered on a sailboat and Ashley is framed for the homicide….by her very own prince.  She is sent to prison but quickly, and we mean quickly, learns the entire truth behind her case.  After six years, she is released on probation and begins her search for her child, where she meets Tommy Lee Jones.  She quickly, and we mean quickly, runs into rough spots here and there.  The detailed nature of the movie in addition to the ending will be concealed at the moment.  Although [image: image9.wmf]we must confess that the suspense and unpredictability rating of this movie is zero.  The movie had great potential to be a wonderfully entertaining and breath-taking film.  However, it failed in its delivery because of the speed in which the plot unfolded (did we mention that?).  Furthermore, nude scenes were once again absolutely not necessary to any aspect of the movie.  The film receives 3 Go’s because of its failure to meet the expectations of the viewers in addition to its own potential.  

Featured Film of the Month

THE GODFATHER – PART III (1990)
Starring: Al Pacino, Diane Keaton, Talia Shire, Andy Garcia, Eli Wallach

Directed by: Francis Ford Coppola

Submitted by: Louise and Bob

This film continues the saga of this mafia family, highlighting more of the powerful yet cruel nature of these families, touching upon the pricey and tragic prices paid by them to maintain such status and wealth.  This time, Al puts his aims on working with the Vatican to obtain ownership to something spectacular (it always is isn’t it?).  However, in midst of Al’s pontificating presentation, he begins to show signs of deterioration both mentally and physically.  He becomes nostalgic of his past relationship and subtly longs to be just good.  Knowing his own limitations, he appoints his nephew to his position.  As always, the acting was superb.  Al always manages to be convincing and touches the aorta of all of us.  The plot was well constructed although at times, there was slight confusion with the characters and sequences of events, especially for those who have not seen the previous films.  The movie receives 4 Go’s for it pleased but not awed. 

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

The third, and the final solution of the Godfather series.  The audience immediately learns from the start that Michael Corleone is back in NYC, and that his power and status has increased exponentially.  As with Parts I and II, this film also starts with a huge party.  It is here that we are introduced to Vincent, Santino’s (Michael’s oldest brother) son.  He becomes part of the family, symbolically, when Uncle Mike drags him into the family photo.  The rest of the movie then chronicles Michael’s unsuccessful attempts at buying his family legitimacy, followed by Vincent’s all-too-anxious dive back into the underworld.  Of course, there are new ways of killing people in Part III, just as in I and II, and there is also a significant intertwining with the Catholic Church (did they express strong disapproval when they found out the Pope and the Vatican City are being dragged into the Godfather saga?), but there is one love affair that tops them all – you will love the pasta-making scene in the kitchen.  In our opinion, the music scoring of Part III far surpasses its predecessors, especially the climatic opera and the pre-opera solo by Anthony.  An important note to the female audiences, keep your eyes out for the twins in the opera house…highly recommended by Carrots!  We leave you with this… “I love you cuz… I love you TOO, Cuz….” 5 Go’s
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Although we have not personally viewed these films, we would still like you to know first hand what we think of the movies. 

 Note: The reviews are completely speculative and based purely on our biases and ignorance.

[image: image11.wmf]Charlie’s Angels – As a revival of the hip 70s movie show, this movie features Lucy Liu, 

Cameron Diaz, and Drew Barrymore.  This piece is riding on its sex appeal although some actresses are either too large or too hideous to be considered sexy (we’ll refrain from specificity here out of respect).  The film follows the work of these three detectives as they work internationally on crossword puzzles, much like the one found in this issue of Fan Mail! (Note: They did terrible).  The predictability and superficial nature of the plot make this movie barely video-worthy.  Need we say more?  Do not say you were not warned.
The 6th Day – As another attempt to salvage the dismal career of Arnold, this movie focuses on the issues of genetic cloning.  It is set in the future where Arnold becomes a victim of this technology.  He finds himself clones and is dumped into an evil world with all its expected evils.  So via some action sequences, he is suppose to fight the entire sinister world.  For those of you die-hard Arnold fans, it is futile for us to hold you back from spending the money.  But for others, at best, rent it if there’s not other entertainment available.

[image: image12.wmf]
Lucky Numbers – This movie centers on the life of a weatherman and his snowmobile business.  After falling into severe financial trouble, he decides to scam the local lottery, dragging his friends into it, though voluntarily it seems.  The movie then plays out as the viewers see the manner in which the situation is handled.  The cottage cheese plot is partly saved by a decent cast from Travolta to Kudrow.  However, it is not an Oscar stealer.  If you feel an unexplainable urge to suffer from digestive discomforts, feel free.  But all attempts made to prevent indigestion are strongly encouraged.

The Little Vampire – This movie illustrates the friendship between a boy and a vampire.  The united pair embarks on a spectacular journey filled with magical elements aimed to save the vampire community.  This movie may seem to stir some childhood longings and memories.  However, it may not satisfy the childhood nostalgia and even worse, it will most likely fail the expectations of the true youngsters.  Proceed with caution.

[image: image13.wmf]The Legend of Bagger Vance – Not Tiger Woods, not Jack Nicklaus, not even James Vanderbeek.  It’s Bagger Vance!!!  This movie is set in 1930s Georgia.  It does not tell the story of peaches, nor does it highlight the growth of Coca-Cola.  It does not even come close to describing the CNN, perhaps.  On the other hand, it tells the story of a pro golfer in PGA (the biological compound).                    

He is facing a crucial competition in which he will not be 

able to win unless he consults the expertise of his caddie 

(not cab driver), Bagger Vance.  Bagger apparently has the

 secrets to a powerful swing that can bring his golfer 

success.  All we can say is HUH????  There is some 

salvation with the presence of Will Smith and Matt Damon.

But please be reminded that they are no Catherine

Zeta-Jones.  This movie may suit golf fans out there but for

others, you will find yourself stuck putting.    
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The most intimate information about some particular celebrity will be disclosed. 

 Note: Again, we do not claim to know all the facts.  The information presented is based only on speculations.

"Helen oh Helen, I am so MAD ABOUT YOU, will you go to the prom with me?"

  - Busboy, after failing to land a certain Ms. Paltrow for his senior prom in 1994.

     Seriously, who isn't mad about Helen Hunt, the star of the wildly successful television sitcom, Mad About You?  As the wife of co-star Paul Reiser (annoying guy in a bunch of telecom commercials), Helen charmed millions and millions of viewers with her unique humor and approachable good looks.  Although journalists from "Off the Records, on the Q-T - Hush Hush" magazine have quoted Peas as saying, "Don't get me wrong, I like Helen just as much as the next busboy, but there is just something odd about her facial bone structure that I can't quite grasp."

     Helen Hunt was born on June 15, 1963 in Culver City, CA; her papa is Gordon Hunt, a pioneer in the research of ketchup synthesis.  Okay okay, we are being silly here…Gordon Hunt has no relations to the popular Hunt's food products, but he is a certified, first rate acting coach and director.  Now, the staffs of L&B are informed (and we received with a bit of skepticism) that Helen decided to pursue an acting career at the age of SIX!  Furthermore, by the age of ten, Helen had already studied at the Interlochen School (Michigan) and at Goodman Theater (Chicago), and had appeared in several TV movies.  In addition, the young Helen made an appearance on The Mary Tyler Moore Show (at nine), secured a recurring role on St. Elsewhere, and starred in The Taming of the Shrew and Our Town (two classical NY theatre productions).  Hey wait, our featured star from last month, Denzel Washington, was the start in St. Elsewhere…groovy…far-out!!!

     By the early to mid-80's, Helen found herself entrenched in the reputation as a "TV" actress; aiming to expaaaaannnd her acting resume, she actively sought out projects on the big screen and on the stages of Broadway.  Ms. Hunt received her first film assignment in Peggy Sue Got Married (1986), where she was the on-screen daughter of Kathleen Turner and our favorite Cage-man Nicolas. During this early period in her career, Helen received critical acclaim for her role in The Waterdance.  By this time, Ms. Hunt is already established herself as one of the, if not THE "hardest-working gal in showbiz (quote by Eric Stoltz)."  Since then, Helen's amazing performances in Twister (1996) and As Good As It Gets (1997) have only perpetuated America's love affair with her.  

     Another movie of note on Helen's resume is Project X, where she hooked up with co-star Matthew Broderick.  That "venture" didn't last long, however, and Helen then dated a C.A.A. agent (what is that?  China Airlines Agency?).  Helen Hunt eventually married Hank Azaria, who does the voices of several The Simpsons characters; this Hank Azaria also played the hilariously funny cross-dressing houseboy in The Birdcage (another connection to our former celebrity of the month, Robin Williams).  Hunt and Azaria got married in July of 1999, but failed to live happily ever after, as they formally separated awfully close to their one-year anniversary.  Sometimes, having a cross-dressing routine and multiple cartoon voices just aren't enough to keep a girl happy.  

     Before we leave you, we would like to remind L&B readers that in the series Mad About You (where Helen won FOUR consecutive Emmys), the co-starring dog choice was very good.  Unfortunately, the choice of the co-starring dog in “As Good As It Gets” was rather regrettable.

Filmography:

Pay It Forward (2000), As Good As It Gets (1997), Twister (1996), Kiss of Death (1994), Mr. Saturday Night (1992), Only You (1992),  The Frog Prince (1988),  Peggy Sue Got Married (1986), Girls Just Want to Have Fun (1985)

[image: image15.wmf]
And the randomness continues…

In this issue, we are giving our loyal fans a chance to win a FREE GIFT from Louise and Bob’s Movie Reviews.  Find as many movie-related terms as you can in the puzzle below.  Submit your answers to louiseandbob@yahoo.com.  The first ten subscribers with the correct responses will receive the coveted prizes!  Answers will be provided in the November issue of Fan Mail!  Good Luck!!!  (Hint:  There are 20 terms).

N I C E S K I N J U M A N G O J U N A H P L I L O U I S H O Y

J O O H I U Y S O P P H O B O O M B O O M D A N C E A D E R T

D S F E P J P O F J I F O P R R S E B U P M O H J I U D G I U

H D F G I D G S G D J U M A N J I D F F D G S D M O O D F G B

O F J F G C D F S C S P E I B N I F O I S J F M O P E E A S L

O D O D G O D S F H D G I F D P G I P O I T E L E T I I S B U

L F D R G N D F G P O L I L L O S I F U B O B D O I U K S E E

I F I G R N B H U N G S K C G S O P I O S D B D O F P I L B B

A G E A T E J U M P U J I F P N L J O U G U T B U N G G F G E

R Z F T J C S D F Y H G Y P U O O G H D S T H D E O G N D R R

O Y O E R T R T K F P F F T G E U G F B E T F S E T Q O K E R

B R S G T F J U G F F Q G R Y R I K O H R Y H D T H S R S E Y

E W T P O O C V S U H U S A F W S Y B U E F F Y E C D W D R M

R F E R Y U V T B L M S P O E I E J U M A F I G O I F T F R O

T O R I Y R I U O F T P Y U T T P E A S A N D C A R R O T S O

S E I B B U T E L E T F O R E S G U M D I O P S O C R N E R S

M O U R B L U E J O D I F O S J E O E R L I G R E B L I E P E

K S I C O N N E C F O U R O U S P U E I F O F J O S D I Q O E
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