1
10

November 2000

[image: image1.wmf]
Welcome to Fan Mail!  Brought to you by the Staff of Louise and Bob’s Movie Reviews!

In This Issue:
· Our NEWEST movie reviews
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This is a first look at our most recent reviews.  Being Fan Mail! Subscribers, you are privileged to get a first hand look at our comments.

"Tian Rou You Qing III, Fong Huo Jia Ren (A Moment of Romance III)" (1996)

Starring: Andy Tak Wa Lau, Jacqueline Chien-Lien Wu

Directed by: Johnny To

Genre: Drama, Romance

Submitted By: Louise and Bob

[image: image3.wmf]Louise said it best when she stated, "This film had so much potential."  That's it guys, end of discussion.  Nah, we would not do that to you, in fact, we will tell you why this had so much potential.  Set during World War II in war-torn China, the story tells the tale of an upper-class air force pilot and his unlikely encounter with a village girl.  Of course they fall in love but despise family oppositions from both ends, they fought to stay together, a typical story right?  Well, basically throw in a plane crash, a screwed up bar scene, and a suspenseful ending, you basically tell the tale of this "moment" of romance.  

Let us run down our likes and dislikes before we tell you why it had potential, just like Alex Arias.  First our likes, the courting of the two main characters, it was sort of subtle but nonetheless predictable.  The setting was interesting; it's highly romantic to have a love story take place during war.  Remember "The English Patient"?  And thirdly, we love Andy, no question about it.  Next to Jimmy Lin, Andy is probably the hottest star, and I mean caliente hot, in all of Asia if not all around the world.  It is sad to say that America is only getting introduced to him this late in Andy's career but do not fret, Andy only gets sexier as he gets older.  In fact, my cousin still refers to him as hubby and millions of teenage girl still squeal with delight at the sight of Andy Lau.  

But enough about sexy guys, let's talk about the dislikes.  First off, this film was very choppy and gave the audience a feeling of incompleteness.  While we do not suggest any scenes being cut, we would like to see smoother transitions from one section of the story to another.  The plot goes from first sight to love, from separation to reuniting, and from disapproval to approval so quickly that even Michael Johnson in his gold shoes could not keep pace.  And last of all, the bar scene, in spite of its effectiveness in telling the story, is totally unacceptable morally.  You know what I'm talking about you purists out there.  Anyway, just a few more thoughts to ponder and we will let you get to your local Chinese rental store to see all this for yourself.  Wu Chien Lien, the main actress of this film is a frequent opposite to hunky men in Hong Kong Films.  Her boyfriend, however, is Taiwanese, like her, and specializes in cheesy local military films, some funny, some not.  We have decided that her boyfriend, Tuo Zhong Hua must be the most confident guy in the world because while he is struggling along trying to make a name for himself outside of the army flicks, his real life co-star is lip smacking with the hunks of Asia.  Alright, well, anyway, we give this film 4 go's.  Although it was not as good as other 4 go films, we must say that it does have crazy sexy Andy and the one thing people covet most, potential.  But of course, we cannot give this film 5 go's because it lack perfection.  Oh yeah, keep your eyes peeled for the silly wave that Andy does.  Sanks Andy. Ahh... no problem lah.

"The Skulls" (2000) -

Starring: Joshua Jackson, Paul Walker, Craig T. Nelson, Leslie Bibb, Hill Harper

Directed by: Rob Cohen, Shane Hurlbut

Genre: Thriller

Submitted by: Peas and Blueberry Moose

Ah the Skulls, the mysterious yet well known secret society of Yale University (by the way, sources tell us that's not the exact name of the society, perhaps the movie producers don't want to be sued).  We do not know any Skulls personally, and we are also not familiar with Yale, so we aren't really sure whether the scriptwriters made up some, most, or all of the details portrayed in the movie.  However, since we did not see any pre- or post-movie messages warning one of its authenticity or its "made-up-ness," we will just assume the contents to be somewhat realistic.  The hero of the film, Luke McNamara (played by Joshua Jackson), supposedly poor, semi-orphan with aspirations to Hahvahd Law School, gets selected to become a Skull.  The initiation process, with the exception of one hot hot hot stage, was relatively simple (let's just say Pea has gone through more "exciting" initiation rituals).  Looking at the benefits after initiation, however, hum…we think even us blueberry tea-drinking, pea-growing weenies would be able to go through the hot hot hot stage.  Of course, by going through the initiation process, our hero alienates his original best friends (by the way, Leslie Bibb's character has quite an apartment - it looks like its in an university apartment, but for some reason, she gets like a godzillian rooms or something like that).  For some reason, one of the best friends decides to go snooping around in the sacred halls of the Skulls.  Bad bad things happen, and now Luke goes around and digs out all of the secrets of the society.  Our attentions certainly did not wander around (Pea's attention was glued to Ms. Bibb…), but we feel the story mushroomed out of control and ruined a great beginning.  We suppose you just have to "live by the rules, die by the rules."  2 Go's + 1Go for having Leslie Bibb = 3 Go's.

Wanna know why gas prices are so high?

[image: image4.wmf]Wanna know why pollution is getting worse?

Wanna know why traffic sucks?
Contact your local car dealership to trade in your SUV.

Drive smaller cars and save the world.

"Crimson Tide" (1995)

Starring: Denzel Washington, Gene Hackman, Viggo Mortensen, George Dzundza, Matt Craven

Directed by: Tony Scott, Dariusz Wolski

Genre: Suspense, Action 

Submitted by: Fluffy

This was one of your typical military flicks if it wasn't for the exciting plot and good acting by Denzel and Gene (and others).  The story revolved around the uncertainty of the world above the submarine Alabama.  The sub was ordered to fire its nuclear missiles.  However, they were unable to fire because another set of instructions was incomplete because of a communications error.  Thus the crew of the Alabama was in limbo.  Many exciting events bring about an exciting climax.  This was one of the better submarine movies and could be ranked with the likes of The Hunt for the Red October.  I give it four go's because it was a cool movie and the dog was kinda cute too! (He’s in the movie)

"Ground Hog Day" (1993) -

Starring: Bill Murray, Andy Macdowell

Directed by: Peter Lansdown Smith, Harold Ramis, John Bailey

Genre: Comedy

Submitted by: Busboy

Phil (Bill Murray) is an obnoxious bitter weatherman. Sent to Puxatawney, Pennsylvania to cover the annual Groundhog Day festival, Phil is in a worst mood than usual. After reporting the results of the Puxatawney Phil (a.k.a. the groundhog), Jim wants to leave immediately. Well they get caught in a snowstorm and die. Jim wakes up. He’s still alive and he wonders if the memories he had of Groundhog Day were just a dream. He dresses and descends to the town square to report the results of Puxatawney Phil. Except every step of the morning has been a dead repeat of his dream. The comments people tell him at breakfast, the instructions his producer Rita (Andy MacDowell) gives him are all identical to his dream. Jim relives the same day over and over again. Jim is never able to leave the town, nor can he end his horrible ordeal of reliving the day. So he does what every person would do. He learned to gain from the information he receives. Using knowledge from the previous day, Jim seduces women by pretending to have known them from high school, robs an armored vehicle, and parties hard. But even that would get boring. Let’s see what does he do next for a challenge? He tries to seduce his very smart, very beautiful producer, Rita.  Whereas he seduced the women of the town by having prior knowledge of their habits and preferences, Rita sees through his ploy. There are a lot of slap scenes here. Does Jim ever escape his nightmare? Can Andy MacDowell change his callous ways? I can’t tell you, but you’ll laugh like mad finding out.  4 ½ go's

"Kiss the Girls" (1997) -

Starring: Morgan Freeman, Ashley Judd, Cary Elwes, Tony Goldwyn, Jay O. Sanders

Directed by: Gary Fleder, Aaron Schneider

Genre: Suspense, Thriller

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

Ah...another film "glorifying" the works of serial criminals.  The truth is, every time we see films like this, we can't help but think, "is some wise guy in the audience going to imitate the criminal 'skills' shown in the movie?"  Regardless of the morality issues, we have to admit that this movie certain kept every bit of our attention, and in some parts even spooked us with the filming angles.  Part of the story actually takes place in Durham (Bob's neck of the woods) and somewhere out in the West Coast.  Morgan Freeman plays a detective (and also a best-selling author); his involvement in the kidnapping mess begins when his niece disappears from a NC college.  As he digs further, Freeman's character finds that this is a serial abduction case with multiple death victims already.  More complications surface as investigative teams realize that people are missing on two different coasts!  Unfortunately, the script calls for the criminals to be a bit upper class in that they see themselves as great medieval lovers; we found that to be rather sickening.  Something that we enjoyed was the inclusion of violin and Bach in this film.  Quote from the movie, "Bach is CRISP!"  That is one statement with which we certainly agree.  The worst part of the movie came at the end, when Freeman ripped out all four strings on a violin and says, "New strings for a new beginning..."  You want a new beginning, fine, but when you rip out all four strings at the same time, the ALL IMPORTANT bridge falls down!  Well...at least he got the right brand of strings.  We almost forgot, Ashley Judd was her usual delightful self.  (4 Go's)

"Grosse Pointe Blank" (1997) -

Starring: John Cusack, Minnie Driver, Dan Aykroyd, Joan Cusack, Alan Arkin

Directed by: George Armitage, Jamie Anderson

Genre: Comedy

Submitted by: Busboy

Martin Blank (John Cusack) is a hit man.  Trained in the CIA, Martin has been a gun for hire for several years.  After the years of mercenary sniping, Martin has begun to wonder if it's all worth it.  Because of his profession, Martin has no friends, rarely goes out, and is your basic societal recluse.  After botching a job he's sent on makeup job to his hometown, Grosse Point. Coincidence coincidence.  It's also the weekend of his high school reunion!  Let's see hired killer goes back to his small-town high school reunion.  Upon returning to his hometown he looks up the one person he regrets not keeping in touch, his senior prom date Debi Newberry (Minnie Driver).  The history is he disappeared leaving her dateless on prom night.  Every girl's worst nightmare.  Okay maybe not every girl's but at least the superficial, hyper-socially conscience and heavily primped ones.  They get together for dinner and she pops the question.  Why did he ditch her on prom night.  Mr. Blank tells her he got scared and joined the army.  Not the usual male excuse for bailing on a girl, but hey what can she really say to that?  The juxtaposition of a dangerous "hit-man" in his subdued uneventful small-town is very humorous.  The movie is riddled with subtle humor.  I can't remember any off the top of my head but I remember laughing my pants off.  Plus, there's that nostalgia factor of seeing people you went to high school with.  You will love this movie if you like cheesy eighties music and nostalgic memories of high school.  You will not like this movie if subtle romantic comedy is not your thing.  4 go’s.

Featured Films of the Month

"The Legend of the Drunken Master" (2000) -

Starring: Jackie Chan, Andy Lau, Anita Mui, Lau Ka Leung, Ti Lung

Directed by: Lau Ka Leung

Genre: Action

Submitted by: The Bunny Foo Foo

Known to Asians as Drunken Master II, Jackie Chan continues his vicious cycle, akujunkan, with this re-release of this older work.  Although at times, too much effort was placed on humor, I must admit that this film is one of his better works.  His better fighting works anyway.  Set in the early period of the Republic of China, this story tells the tale of a legendary Huang Fei Hong.  Although his stories are well documented by Jet Li in his series, "Once Upon a Time in China", Jackie adds a new skill to Master Huang's repertoire, the Drunken Style.  But this does not mean that Jackie did not do his homework.  He did incorporate some Jet Li like moves as the traditional rendition of Huang.  Basically, like Huang's father said, Drunken boxing is a powerful yet dangerous style of fighting.  While it adds strength to the fighter and also increases the pain threshold, the effects of alcohol are unpredictable and could backfire.  Well, I guess Jackie was trying to teach us the bad points of drinking in this one because basically, while he wins fights after fights, he falls deeper into the trap of alcohol and eventually gets disowned by his father.  But after awakening to his mistakes, Huang was able to atone for his errors and lead his friends to victory against foreign pillaging of Chinese artifacts.  While the plot, like every other Jackie Chan film, was questionable, the fighting is exciting and hilarious.  Also in this film, you will see some familiar faces of Anita Mui and the dreamy Andy Lau.  This film deserves all 5 go's because it is filmed in the style that made Jackie Chan the superstar that he is today.

Submitted by: Blueberry Moose

As the director of SPFX, I always run out to see Jackie Chan movie when they are first released in the theaters.  When you are interested in SPFX the best place to watch a movie is in the theaters.  Jackie Chan is renowned for performing his own stunts in movies because of this he is always trying to captivate the audience with stunt scenes that will blow your mind.  Can you imagine falling onto a hot bed of coals?  Or dodging a chain placed in a hot furnace coming straight for your face?  Nothing seems to stop Jackie Chan.  When watching this movie, you can definitely tell that it was produced outside of the US due to the extensive martial art sequences as well as daring stunts.  Talk about being caught between a rock and a hard place, there is a scene in the movie that has about 10-15 guys with weapons about to close in on Jackie at once and his only defense weapon is a table.  As you will see the movie does not spend any time promoting a sidekick (as Rush Hour and Shanghai Noon did), thus more time was left for fight scenes.  The drunken boxing style is very entertaining, and funny as hell to watch; if you enjoy Jackie Chan movies, this one is one of the best I have ever seen.  And for you lady fans, you will get to see all of Jackie Chan's greatest ASSets.  Rating this movie out of a possible 5 SPFX, it receives a 4.5 SPFX because…well, no one is better than an "out-of-control" stuntman, Jackie Chan.

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

Set in early 20th century China, this action packed film rates among one of Jackie Chan's best from the martial arts standpoint.  The plot pits Wong Fei Hong, a Guangdong province folk-hero, against British antique collectors and the Chinese middlemen/traitors.  Now, obviously we won't go deep into the right and wrong, or the legalities of this antique trade, but it is ironic that if some of the ancient Chinese treasures weren't purchased or smuggled out of the country, they would have been destroyed during the endless revolutions/civil wars anyways.  But we have digressed...back to Wong Fei Hong.  Fei Hong is the son of a prominent doctor who specializes in herbal medicine.  The movie begins as father and son, plus servant, return from a trip in which they got all sorts of goodies from mother nature.  On the train ride a mishap occurred and they ended up with an old emperor's seal instead of ginseng (they were going to sell the ginseng to Arizona ice tea to make their sugar water).  The usual misunderstandings, mix-ups, etc... happen along the way.  The specialty of Fei Hong is this drunken boxing style, and if he gets his hands on alcohol, especially high purity industrial alcohol, his power increases exponentially (just like Popeye with his spinach, or Peas with filet mignon).  For those who enjoy martial arts sequences, there is probably nothing better than this; of course, if fight scenes bore you...well...you still have Jackie the cutie and Anita Mui the goofy.  Because Fei Hong is doing this for all Chinese people, I suggest that the Chinese audience should watch the movie standing up as a salute to him.  Finally, we Jackie fans want to tell him: "Jackie, we know about your talents and especially your obscenely high threshold for pain, but since we want to see more of you, we need you to take better care of your body, please...a national treasure like you don't come along often."  Addition by Carrots, "that Andy Lau sure does look good!!!"

Dubbed (US release): 4 Go's

Original: 5 Go's

"Meet the Parents" (2000) -

Starring: Robert De Niro, Ben Stiller, Teri Polo, Blythe Danner, James Rebhorn

Directed by: Jay Roach

Genre: Comedy

Submitted by: Louise and Bob

All the hype and all the talk did not do this film justice.  Was it funnier than all that has been said?  To that question, we answer, NO.  In fact, we thought this film was not worth its praises and certainly did not deserve its box office.  But it was worth the student tickets and us giving you some insight on the film.  Set in present day, we follow a seemingly losery Gaylord Focker(Ben Stiller) and his quest for his dream woman, Pam(Teri Polo).  Upon hearing that her sister was proposed to by her boyfriend only after the father gave permission, Focker decided to follow suit and "meet the parents."  During this crazy meeting, we find out more about Focker and discover that he was much much more than he seemed.  What happens during the visit is a series of mishaps and misfortune for Focker.  Although he did make some mistakes, we saw the greatest error convicted by his own girlfriend.  From her insensitivity as Focker's partner to her obvious ignorance as a host to her house, never once acted appropriately as a committed partner and therefore, resulting in further complication in Focker's entrance into her family.  However, we will not disclose and will leave some surprise to you, the audience.  That will maintain whatever humor is left after struggling to understand the unnecessary stress this film has produced.  Regardless of the plot, we must say that Ben Stiller produces another wonderful performance proving that he is a qualified comedic actor.  One side note, please see the MTV movie awards for Stiller's hilarious performance with Tom Cruise.  Robert De Niro, however convincing he was as the disapproving father, has shown us he is on the downhill.  We will give this film 3 go's because although it had many flaws, the odd couple formula did produce some entertainment value.  Oh yea, one more thing to mention, that was nice, putting in a replica of the MCAT's score, it would have been silly to botch that one.

Submitted by: Fluffy

In this comedic performance, Ben Stiller is Gaylord Greg Focker who is attempting to propose to his sweetheart(I forgot her name).  However, he discovers the before he can propose, he should seek the approval of his sweetheart's father, who is an ex-CIA agent and questions him constantly.  This movie is played on Gaylord's attempts to appease her father and try to fit in with the family.  I thought that this was a very funny movie and it was worth the matinee ticket price I paid to see it.  I would give it two thumbs up and a toe.  I give it 4 go's.
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Before you see a movie, come see what we’ve said,

After you see the movie, come tell us what you saw.
Join Louise and Bob's Movie Reviews and submit your film critiques!


Although we have not personally viewed these films, we would still like you to know first hand what we think of the movies. 

 Note: The reviews are completely speculative and based purely on our biases and ignorance.

Little Nicky - Is Adam Sandler losing his touch?  That is what people keeps asking in the film industry.  After not opening in the number 1 spot, the numbers for this film keep slipping and we will eventually see this film, like Sandler's career, spiral downhill in a hurry.  No we are not trying to be mean or anything but in all seriousness, who all see the point of Adam Sandler's prior films anyway.  They are worth a few laughs here and there but in reality, do we not get offended and disgusted by his behavior?  And do we not sneak a glance at our watches during his long sequences of one line humor?  Banish this man and do not admit him until he shapes up.

Bounce - Boinky, boinky, boinky...hmm...we are still pondering the movie title. But let us just tell you what this movie about.  That's the point of previewing eh?  Alright, anyway, this movie is about Ben Affleck switching his plane tix with this other guy, the plane ends up crashing and then Benjamin went after his wife, Gwyneth Paltrow.  Not a very nice guy huh?  Well, two things come to mind when we are talking about this movie.  One, plane crash movies are well, just horrifying.  It is just not pleasant.  We see it enough in the news, just give us something else.  As for the second thing, well, y'all know that the two broke up right?  Yes, and don't tell us that we did not warn you about on screen relationships.

How the Grinch Stole Christmas - A new twist on a Christmas classic.  Will it work?  Well, it has one of the box office kings, Jim Carrey, although you really would not know it was him.  He will add excitement to this aging film and will really, get a big return for the executive producers.  But to tell you the truth, this will probably end up a family film and although it will make a buttload of money, a good majority of the population will not see this.

Unbreakable - The new "Sixth Sense" as the industry likes to call it.  Well, is it?  This movie does have Bruce Willis back.  And the fact that he teams up with Samuel L. Jackson once again is a plus.  But really unless this movie gives up the same chilling feeling similar to the "Sixth Sense", it will never match the success of its predecessor.  Watch for initial excitement and then for it to die down rather quickly.

Quills - Geoffrey Rush, Michael Caine, and Kate Winslet will certainly mean a rather "foreign" film eh?  Well, set in France during Bonaparte's rule, this film tells a fictional story of a sex-crazed writer who somehow influences Winslet's character and made this film into some sort of an orgy.  Due to our dislike of Winslet and her recent submission to her appetite, we do not see this film really going anywhere and seriously, does anyone want to see Rush in this role?

102 Dalmatians - Milk it, milk it, milk it.  Apparently that is what the Disney studio is doing to this once appealing story of little Dalmatian puppies.  Now, armed with new computer graphics technology and Glenn Close, Disney will attempt to rake in some dough with this aging theme and with the lack of good Disney animations, they will probably achieve that goal.  But remember, do not settle for less, do not let the film studios get away with shaky storylines and take a stand to demand for more quality films.


The most intimate information about some particular celebrity will be disclosed. 

 Note: Again, we do not claim to know all the facts.  The information presented is based only on speculations.

“The play is the thing.  That’s my motivation.”

- Al Pacino, commenting on his career on the live stage, 1996

When a big film project needs an urban tough guy (even better, a short urban tough guy), whom do you seek out?  For the staff here at louiseandbob.com, we say Al Pacino would be the best man for your job.  Most movie-lovers in the world will undoubtedly think of the “godfather” title when the Pacino name is mentioned, but do you know the real Al, his background and his rise to fame?  

Alfredo James Pacino was born on April 25th, 1940 in the beautiful neighborhood of East Harlem, where cars can be completely disassembled in the time it takes for you to finish reading this paragraph.  Al’s parents were Salvatore and Rose Pacino, who made a living by selling wood chips and hustling corn nuts.  Okay, well, we are kidding, papa Pacino was actually an insurance salesman.  Unfortunately for Al, his parents divorced when he was about two, and along with his mom they moved in with the grannies near the Bronx Zoo.  Al obviously did not grow up in a financially comfortable house, but his grandparents did carefully protect him by forbidding him to leave the house unaccompanied until he was seven.  Since young Al didn’t really have much of a life outside, he would spend a large chunk of his time acting out the characters he saw from TV and from movie nights with his mom.

Once he did get out of the house and started going to school, Al enjoyed telling his schoolmates beautifully concocted stories about his past.  For example, he was known around school as the cool kid who once lived in Texas with … count them … TEN DOGS!!!  Because of his ability to act out his stories, nearly everybody believed in his lies.  Aside from his story-telling adventures, Al also played plenty of street sports as well as participated in a variety of pranks.  Needless to say, young Pacino was definitely NOT an honor roll student; his teachers were not oblivious to his dramatic talents, however, as they managed to get Al to perform in school plays and also to read Biblical passages during school-wide assemblies.  A significant event happened when Al was fourteen: he transferred to the well-known High School of the Performing Arts after he saw a performance of The Seagull by Chekhov.  Whether by choice or by innate inadequacies, Al experienced report card problems at this arts school, and managed only to “not-fail” English; by seventeen, Al had became a certified, bon-a-fide high school drop out.

Our staff did not receive any indications that this was a tough time for the teen, but we are certain it couldn’t have been all that comfy.  Al mixed in various short-term jobs with some tiny-time acting gigs during this time, and even took some acting classes.  Some of the jobs he did included delivering magazines, messaging (no no no, not instant messaging…), and working as a theater usher and (the biggie) a building superintendent.  After saving enough money from these interesting occupations, Mr. Pacino enrolled at the Herbert Berghof Studio, where he studied with Charlie Laughton.  In addition, Al participated in extracurricular activities where he apprenticed in acting, directing, and writing in various “minor league” theaters (probably no better than single A level at best).  Because of Al Pacino’s hard work during this time, he was accepted to the prestigious Actor’s Studio, where he further advanced his skills with Lee Strasberg.  The year is now 1966, and Al is twenty-six.

The career of Al Pacino is now ready to take-off … exponentially.  On stage, Pacino was part of the Charles Playhouse (neat place, by the way) in Bahston, and numerous off-Broadway productions (he is now probably at triple-A level).  Even though he wasn’t in the primetime Broadway loop just yet, Al won an Obie for best actor in the 1967-68 season; the award was mainly based on the strength of his performace in The Indian Wants the Bronx, and NO, Rumble in the Bronx was not inspired by it.  These days, the play should probably be renamed more correctly as The Native American Wants the Bronx.  Big bad Al’s first Broadway performance came in Does the Tiger Wear a Necktie; although the show lasted only 39 performances (laughable for Broadway standards), Mr. Pacino was specially enough for the important people upstairs to give him a Tony Award.  

A critic who wished to remain nameless characterized Al Pacino as literally “drowning in umpteen plaudits” during this time.  Riding on the successful Broadway wave, Al entered the film bid’ness.  His first two assignments were junkie roles, in Me, Natalie and The Panic in Needle Park.  For these works, Pacino and his co-star even immersed themselves into the lives of heroin addicts, and as expected, his dedication attracted attention from the big-fellas in the industry.  What’s next up for Al, you ask, well, The Godfather is up, that’s all.  In what probably was a surprise move back then, the casting people selected Pacino over more established stars like Jack Nicholson and Warren Beatty.  

Even though Al is now a star in Hollywood, he didn’t stop or sacrifice his Broadway projects; some even characterize him as a “commuter” between Hollywood and Broadway.  In 1977, Mr. Pacino won another Tony, based on the strength of this lead performance in The Basic Training of Pavlo Hummel.  It is our belief that Al, by shuffling back and forth between NY and CA, effectively kept the audience thirsty for his works on both fronts.  In 1992, at the age of 52, Al finally won the Best Actor Oscar for his work in “Scent of a Woman,” which is a must see for all tango lovers and dirty joke tellers.  Finally, some brief words on Mr. Pacino’s personal life: Al’s daughter, Julie Marie, was synthesized with Jan Tarrant, an acting teacher; more recently he and “companion” Beverly D’Angelo also had twins together.


And the randomness continues…

Dear Louise and Bob,

This is a question that I am asking for a friend.  It is not for me so do not think I'm a loser or anything.  But my friend is kind of a loner and really is shy about dating.  Recently, a girl was actually interested in him and agreed to a movie.  My question is this, what movie should I watch and should I rent it or take her out?

Sincerely, 

Anxious about Dating

Dear Anxious about Dating,

Well, well, well, I guess that all depends on how old you are and what kind of girl this is.  But since we cannot inquire about further details, we will give you some examples suggestions and let your figure out the rest.  First, we would suggest this first date be with some friends.  Hook up with some friends after dinner and go watch a flick at the movie theater with them.  This will allow the situation to be less awkward and also allow you a chance to "check her out" without committing yourself.  If that all goes well, we recommend that on the second movie date, you rent a movie and go to her dorm, I mean, where ever she lives and this movie should be a classic.  A note, some ice cream would not hurt.  And remember to bring a spoon.  If that all goes well, you could make a third movie date and that one could finally be in your home.  Rent a romantic comedy and if the deal is not sealed by then, well, then you certainly should give it all up and move on.  As for a fourth date, well, please, by all means, do not go with the movie tactic any longer.  Do something different or you will risk being ridiculed for the remainder of your life.  And one more thing, after you see all those movies, remember to log on to http://www.louiseandbob.com to tell us all about it or send the reviews directly to us via email (admin@louiseandbob.com).

Sincerely, Louise and Bob

Dear Louise and Bob,  

I am on this baseball team, and even though I run faster, throw farther, and display better attitude on the bench than others, the captain still puts me in the game behind more others, how can I show him that I am concerned about my playing time without making him feel I am a clubhouse trouble maker?

Sincerely, 

Sub-minor league Baseball Star

Dear Sub-minor league Baseball Star,

How old are you?  Don't answer that...this is suppose to be anonymous.  Anyway, what I meant by that is what expectation do you have for your baseball career?  You see, there is something in this world called seniority and some people follow that.  We, on the other hand, operate by something called Superiority and here is our advice, if you feel superior, go for it.  This is a world for go-getters.  Have you seen the film Rudy?  If you want a stadium to be chanting your name as you make your appearance in the bottom of the ninth, then follow the advice of a great saying, just do it.  Also, go see "Bull Durham."  You see, Costner may be a good catcher, but he is getting old and regardless of how much he could help the team in the present, he needs to give way to the youngsters with a future.  Superiority rules you see.  But seriously, go after the dream.  After all, this is all "For Love of the Game".

Sincerely, 

Louise and Bob

Dear Louise and Bob,

Who are you?  What credentials do you have reviewing movies?

Sincerely, 

Someone who is convinced that y'all are not real critics
Dear Someone who is convinced that we are not real critics,

To answer your first questions, we are a free public service to here to keep the film industry in check and also to protect the moviegoers' interests.  As for your second question, we can assure you that we are both educated in film studies at the university level and can certainly hold our own against the likes of Ebert.  But for you non-believers, we can only say :-P to you and also direct your attention to movies like "Lost World", "Black Mask", "Titanic", etc...  Would you really have known the quality of those aforementioned films without our help?  If our calculations are correct you must all be saducees now and wish that you did not desecrate your eyes with "Godzilla".

Sincerely, 

Louise and Bob

Dear Louise and Bob,

I've had this one male friend for 3 years now.  We both lived in the Quad freshman year and ever since we've been best friends.  He'd come over and we'd watch movies like Clueless over and over again.  He'd strut around like Alicia Silverstone sending me rolling in laughter.  Although he's had girlfriends every year he'd send me roses on Valentine's day.  We're coming up to our last year together and the thought of not having him constantly in my life made me realize how much I love him.  He's had a steady girlfriend for 2 years now, and he tells me they've talked about marriage. Oh Louise and Bob what should I do?  Do I tell him how I really feel and risk making our relationship perpetually awkward?  Or do I suppress my emotions and let him possibly marry his girlfriend.  I know we have something incredibly special now, but I also know it could be even more special. Please help. 

Sincerely, 

Hopelessly Torn

Dear Hopelessly Torn,

Many of our readers must have encountered the same type of love you're experiencing now.  Friendship developing into the first true love of a person's life.  To answer your question, we think you should invite him over and rent "When Harry Met Sally" and "My Best Friend's Wedding".  Use "When Harry Met Sally" to warm him up.  Casually mention the similarities between the two of you and Harry and Sally.  If he says "Yeah.  Too bad you're not as cute as Meg Ryan".  Abort.  If not continue to tape b.  During "My Best Friend's Wedding" laugh excessively at the jokes.  And when Julia Roberts kisses Dermot Mulroney, starting giggling and say, "What would you do if I did that to you?"  If he gives you a weird look, stick your finger into his nostril...that'll make him forget your comment.  If he hesitates, go in for the kiss.  Don't give him time to think rationally or deliberate.  Logic and rationale is your enemy.  If all this fails and you still believe he's the one and only.  Offer him cheap sex.  Then tell his girlfriend you slept with him.  Hope this helps

Sincerely, 

Louise and Bob

Dear Louise and Bob,

I've been having problems with my boyfriend and I need some help.  He is constantly on the computer chatting with people that he does not know and I suspect him of having an internet affair, what should I do?

Sincerely,

 Lost to Cyberspace

Dear Lost to Cyberspace,

You have every right to be concerned and take every action to stop his online fling.  In fact, to confirm your worries, go read our review of "You've Got Mail!" and also go out and rent the film.  You will know what we are talking about.  While the internet is a great way for friends to keep in touch and to gain information faster than before, it is a dangerous form of foreplay.  Telling from a personal experience, we can assure you that the internet, especially the instant messenger is potent and because of its electric qualities, can break down the physical bonds formed between the two of you and create an even stronger bond.  So go forth sister, and smash that computer to bits.  If you have any further questions, please email us at admin@louiseandbob.com and we will be pleased to share with you our internet love success story.

Sincerely, 

Louise and Bob
Dear Louise and Bob, 

I am a fan of Jimmy Lin the violinist, and from what I understand, that Jimmy was also pretty cute when he was 17.  Is he related at all to the pop star Jimmy?  And can you give us a double Jimmy feature someday?

Sincerely, 

Lin Ama

Dear Lin Ama,

To be a fan of Jimmy Lin the hottie, you must be able to condense milk, because shaved ice would not be the same without it.  And to be a fan Jimmy Cho-Liang Lin, you gotta be...well, hmm...  Anyway, Jimmy the violinist is quite different from Jiminy Cricket.  Sigh, we got nothing.  What do you want from us, I guess yes, we can do a double feature of the 2 Jimmy's but no, they are not related.  You see, how do you compare Jimmy Lin the hottie to a summer's day?  No.  You can't.  You just can't.

Sincerely, 

Louise and Bob
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