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Welcome to Fan Mail!

Brought to you by the Staff of Louise and Bob’s Movie Reviews!
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In this issue:

· Our NEWEST reviews – Some your mom’s favorite movies!






· Special Features: Sabrina and My Fair Lady

· Behind the scenes with Cary Grant

· Celebrating our 1st anniversary

Of all the rights of women, the greatest is to be a mother.

- Lin Yu-Tang
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This is a first look at our most recent reviews.  Being Fan Mail! Subscribers, you are privileged to get a first hand look at our comments.

“Rebel Without A Cause” (1955)

Starring: James Dean, Natalie Wood, Sal Mineo, Jim Backus, Dennis Hopper

Directed by: Nicholas Ray

Genre: Drama

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

After years of seeing that poster of the cool James Dean walking in the rain, we finally decided to watch one of his works (actually, we saw Giant in middle school or something, but back then we mainly paid attention to Liz’s makeup).  Rebel Without A Cause is said to be “one of the greatest black and white movies made in color.”  The truth is, we don’t have a clue what that means, but we do recognize that it is certainly quite different from the way today’s movies are made.  In this film, James Dean’s character had just moved to a new home (once again), and is already stirring up trouble.  First he gets drunk, then he gets into conflicts with the local pathetic guys.  Throw into the mix a tremendously retarded girl (played by Natalie Wood) and the first homosexual boy (Sal Mineo) on the big screens, and you have one helluva mess.  By the way, the parents in this film are all screwy; heck, the only normal characters in the movie are the police guy and the alternatively oriented dude’s grandma.  The key to this film’s success and enduring status, however, is that it focused on family and adolescent issues, which undoubtedly hit home with countless teens over the decades.  Chillingly, the three main stars of the film all died prematurely of unnatural causes, no doubt adding to the mystique of the film: Dean, crashed his Porsche; Wood, drowned off Catalina while boating; and Mineo, murdered near his West Hollywood apartment.  While the film may be a bit odd/goofy for today’s audience, you should still find an occasion to see it for two important reasons: 1) to say that you’ve seen it and 2) to learn some smooooth moves from Dean.  You should be careful, however, because if you try to act Dean-ish these days, you will get whacked.  3 Go’s.
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“Psycho” (1960)

Starring: Anthony Perkins, Janet Leigh, Martin Balsam, Vera Miles, John Gavin

Directed by: Alfred Hitchcock

(1998)

Starring: Vince Vaughn, Julianne Moore, Viggo Mortensen, William H. Macy, Anne Heche

Directed by: Gus Van Sant

Genre: Horror

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

"Welcome to Bates Hotel, we have 12 rooms, 12 vacanies."  Hell, man, we ain't stay at a place like that!  But Marion Crane (Janet Leigh) did.  And she...um…  Psycho, an Alfred Hitchcock film, was a monstrous success when it was first released.  Supposedly it made all sorts of people scream and run out of the theater (I guess a little more dramatic than when people started walking out on Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon when Mr. Fat started to fly).  Now, for those of you who have never heard of or read about Psycho's plot, let us tell you, it is one twisted mama, heh.  There is a harmless-looking young man, slightly ... alternative-ish, committing frightening murders; there is, of course, somewhat goofy 1960's style DRAMATIC acting; and lastly, there is the mentally chilling aspect of Alfred's directing.  Yeah yeah, we know, Psycho probably wouldn't have been your mother's favorite, but hey, you'll know why we included it in our Mothers' Day edition of FanMail after you see it.  So, what are you waiting for, call you mother, invite her over, and watch Psycho as a weird way of saying, um, Happy Mothers' Day.  Remember, "a boy's best friend is his mother!"  4 Go's (1960).

If you are interested in side-by-side comparisons, Psycho was re-made in 1998 with Vince Vaughn, Julianne Moore, Viggo Mortenson, and Anne "I don't know what I like" Heche.  What we liked best about the 1998 version is that nearly every detail was kept identical to the original.  There were some added spices to make things scarier and sicker, but the 1998 version still used the 1960 Joseph Stefano screenplay.  For some reason, we feel that the 1998 Psycho was more frightening, perhaps the over-acting in 1960 diluted some of the screaming; nevertheless, we recommend that you judge for yourself.  4 Go's (1998).  Whichever version you decide to try, make sure you shower before you view the film.  Heh…heh…heh.
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“It’s A Wonderful Life” (1946)

Starring: James Stewart, Donna Reed, Lionel Barrymore, Thomas Mitchell, Henry Travers

Directed by: Frank Capra

Genre: Drama, Family

Submitted by: Blueberry Moose

It's A Wonderful Life is my all time favorite movie, and I suspect it is for many of the FanMail readers as well.  Even though I have watched this film a million and a half times, I still shed a few tears with each viewing (shhhh…don’t spread that around though).  The first line of the movie is "I owe everything to George Bailey.  Help him, dear Father."  As you watch the movie, you will then understand the significance of this opening line.  My favorite quote: "Each man's life touches so many other lives, and when he isn't around he leaves an awful hole," which captures the essence of this classic so beautifully.  Aside from a perfectly written screenplay, the casting of Jimmy Stewart as George Bailey and Donna Reed as Mary Bailey, and the direction of Frank Capra, were other high points.  It is somewhat funny that this film did not garner much recognition when it was first released in 1946.  For some reason, the audience really liked during the second-go-around screenings, and the rest is history.  The story line is unlike any you have or will see.  It goes through the life of George Bailey showing his life experience.  The key is, the audience can easily relate to most of these experiences.  In addition, the film…sort of subtly shows you how George was intertwined into so many lives.  I won’t reveal anymore because it is an amazing experience to be entertained AND enlightened by It’s A Wonderful Life.  5 Go’s, of course.
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“Chinatown” (1974)

Starring: Jack Nicholson, Faye Dunaway, John Huston, John Hillerman, Burt Young

Directed by: Roman Polanski

Genre: Mystery

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots
Early in our career, our image of Jack Nicholson was the Joker in Batman.  That image was replaced by Jack's terrifying acting in The Shining.  Of course, then who can forget his touching performance in As Good As It Gets.  Now, after viewing Chinatown, our minds are filled with the incredibly good-looking young Jack.  Jack always seems to land roles that exhibit lovable a-hole-ness, and that's what makes him so special!  Chinatown also features Faye Dunaway, who plays by far the most intriguing character in this film.  By today's standards, Faye probably would not be considered extraordinarily beautiful, but her classic, cold, “Great Gatsby-ish” elegance will keep you glued to the movie.  The movie, oddly enough, has very little to do with Chinatown, but it has lots to do with WATER.  The audience is setup with some real history of Los Angeles, and by the end, we had no clue what's real and what was made up.  If you don’t normally enjoy older films, Chinatown will definitely be the exception, you simply can't miss it.  Its got mystery, its got drama, its got frightening social problems, and most of all, its perfectly written and beautifully casted.  Still not convinced?  How about if we tell you that there is a neat episode involving a knife and Jack's nose in this film?  4.5 Go's.
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Foreign Feature

“Chariots of Fire” (1981) – United Kingdom

Starring: Ben Cross, Ian Charleson, Nigel Havers, Nicholas Farrell, Ian Holm
Directed by: Hugh Hudson

Genre: Drama, Foreign

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

Peas first saw this film when he was 4 or 5 years old, Peas really didn't get much out of it at the time, but Peas' dad was certainly into it.  The one thing that Peas did recall, however, was the main theme song, by Vangelis.  Approximately 20 years later, Peas rented Chariots of Fire, and this time, he and Carrots enjoyed it immensely.  First things first, Chariots of Fire was Hugh Hudson's directorial debut; even though the film was quite successful (both at the box office and at the awards), Hudson hasn't done many works since 1981.  The storyline is based on interesting twists in the 1924 Olympics.  On one side, you have Eric Liddell (played by Ian Charleson), who is a devout Christian blessed with determination and speed.  On the other is Harold Abrahams (Ben Cross) - 100, Andrew Lindsay (Nigel Havers) - 400, and Aubrey Montague (Nicholas Farrell) – Steeple Chase, each qualifying for a different event in the Olympics.  Eric Liddell is putting his religious work slightly on hold to run in the Olympics, while Harold Abrahams is running to release his anger against anti-Semitism.  Ultimately, the two sides joined together to run under Great Britain in the Olympics.  Overall, the film is quite pleasant because athletic details were not sacrificed for drama.  The only goofy parts involved the portrayal of the American training routine and Andrew Lindsay's retarded expressions while running on the beach.  Three thumbs and one toe up!  After watching the film, make sure you go out and start running, maybe you too can run a 10.2!  4.5 Go's.

Featured Films of the Month:

“My Fair Lady” (1964)

Starring: Audrey Hepburn, Rex Harrison, Wilfrid Hyde-White, Stanley Holloway, Jeremy Brett

Directed by: George Cukor

Genre: Romance, Musical, Comedy

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

This “musical film” combined the creativity of George Bernard Shaw with the adorable Audrey, spiced with the unbelievably cold Rex Harrison.  Based on the wildly successful play “Pygmalion”, My Fair Lady was a smashing hit during its initial release, and remains to this day as one of the signature films from that time period.  My Fair Lady existed as a Broadway show at first, which is why this “converted-for-the-theater” version has things like overture, intermission, and one too many musical sequences for our taste.  On the other hand, the songs were adorable, and we would welcome any groups to commission Peas and Bob for playing in the pit orchestra for My Fair Lady.  Audrey didn’t win or get nominated for anything in this film, and the truth is, she didn’t appear as pretty as some of her other famous works…but still, when she is in one of those evening gowns, her heavenly elegance can melt M&M’s even in your hands.  As mentioned before, Rex Harrison (no relations to Eastern High School chemistry teacher Michael Harrison) played the role of ‘enry ‘iggins incredibly well.  In fact, he got us so into detesting him!  Although, wouldn’t you love to have the ability to detect unique speaking accents that tells you one’s origin and upbringing?  While we have given My Fair Lady a nice, friendly, neat review, we can give no higher than a mediocre 3 Go’s.  The truth is, while everything was done pleasantly, it was still more of a musical than a movie.  For us, we would rather see this as a Broadway musical than a DVD movie.  Regardless, everybody should still read the original play by Bernard Shaw; nothing tops his original words. 

“Sabrina” (1954)

Starring: Humphrey Bogart, Audrey Hepburn, William Holden, Walter Hampden, John Williams

Directed by: Billy Wilder

Genre: Romance, Comedy

Submitted by: Busboy

This is a charming tale about a girlie named Sabrina (Audrey Hepburn) who goes unnoticed for years as the young daughter of a rich family’s help.  After returning from France as a trained chef, Sabrina has blossomed from an annoying little girl to a beautiful young woman.  As a young child, Sabrina had a huge crush on the younger brother in the family, David Larrabee (William Holden).  David is a playboy who loves them and leaves them.  Linus (Humphrey Bogart) is the mature responsible older brother who is busy running the multi-million dollar family business.  How busy you ask – so busy that he doesn’t even bother to notice the beauty right underneath his nose.  Of course, the story now has David falling for Sabrina after she returns from France David falls for Sabrina; at first he didn’t even recognize her with her new poise and fashionable attire!  There is one small problem, however, David is due to marry the daughter of a couple whose business Linus would love to acquire.  When Linus hears of David and Sabrina’s love affair he quickly tries to put an end to their relationship.  Little does he know that he too would succumb to Sabrina’s charms.  Oh what is a person to do?  This is a very cute movie with the cutest actress ever in Audrey Hepburn.  A must see for Hepburn fans.  4 Go’s
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The most intimate information about some particular celebrity will be disclosed. 

 Note: Again, we do not claim to know all the facts.  The information presented is based only on speculations.

“Everybody wants to be Cary Grant.  Even I want to be Cary Grant”

- Archibald Leach

Cary Grant, the man many of you mothers fell in love with, was born on January 18th, 1904.  Like many actors, he thought his original name, Archibald Alexander Leach, was not cool enough, so later on in life changed it to Cary Grant.  Archie was born in Bristol, England, and his family was most definitely middle, or perhaps even lower middle class.  We do not know much about his parents, or whether he had any siblings, but one event in 1913 changed Archie forever.  Its every kid’s nightmare, really…one day you come home from school, and your mama ain’t there no more.  People (presumably her dad, grandparents, or relatives) told her that she had left to live at a seaside resort.  From that day onwards, Archie didn’t see his mother again until in his late 20s.  For those of you wondering what really happened, Archie’s mom was taken to a mental institution, of course, we have no direct information concerning the state of cuckoo-ness.

According to psycho doctors, a situation like this would certainly have significant, long-lasting effects on a young boy.  By the time he was 14, Archie stopped going to school.  More drastically, he lied about his age and even faked his dad’s John Hancock to join a comedian troupe.  In this Bob Pender troupe, Archie learned the crafts of an acrobat, a juggler, and a song-and-dance man, kind of like Mr. Bojangles.  Another turning point in young Archie’s life happened in 1920, when his troupe crossed the Atlantic to tour U.S. for two whole years.  One of their biggest shows, “Good Times,” ran for 456 performances on Broadway.  When it was time for the troupe to go back to England, Archie decided to stay to launch his own solo performance career.  Of course, during this embryonic stage of his career, Archie had to take on several additional jobs, and he surely did work hard.  Archie’s first stay in America didn’t last that long, because he eventually returned to England, where he was moderately successful as a leading man in lighthearted stage productions.

While he was becoming sort of a celebrity in England, Archie decided to cross the ocean once again.  Towards the end of the 1920’s, Archie could be found starring in Broadway productions and touring successfully all over the United States.  His film break came in 1931, when Paramount signed him for a short feature, called Singapore Sue.  The following year, Archie was able to secure a long-term contract with Paramount.  Reportedly, the screen test was done by the Paramount studio chief himself, B. P. Schulberg.  The additional detail during this contract signing was that Archie Leach was re-christened Cary Grant (and from what we gathered, he almost became Cary Lockwood).  So, pre-1932, Archie Leach, after 1932, Cary Grant?  Now that we’ve gotten that straightened out, let’s go on with the grand movie career of Cary Grant.

In the first year of his contract, Cary was casted for several productions, but none of them were all that noteworthy.  In 1933, renowned actress Mae West requested Cary’s presence in She Done Him Wrong, and in 1934, I’m No Angel.  Critics called him a bit “wood-ish,” but still, women and closet men loved his sexy gentleman style.  Unfortunately for Cary and his fans, Paramount kept bypassing him in favor of others for significant roles.  Because of this experience early in Grant’s movie career, he never again signed contracts that tied him to one and only one studio.  In 1935, he scored a pretty nice contract with two studios; it was nice not because the money was good (well, we don’t know for how much he signed), but because he could choose any outside production he wished.  In 1936, the movie Sylvia Scarlett first showcased Grant with perhaps his most comfortable style, “high comedy with polished words.”  In the late 1930’s, Grant was successful in several of this type of films: The Awful Truth (1937), Bringing Up Baby (1938), and His Girl Friday (1939). 

Of course, Grant could do drama as well, for example, Only Angels Have Wings (1939) and Crisis (1950).  Grant received an Oscar nomination for his role (sources close to him claim that this was his favorite) in None But the Lonely Heart (1944).  Grant ended up not winning the Oscar; in fact, Grant never won a “real” Oscar for his films.  Instead, Grant received one of those career achievement types in 1970.  Many of Grant’s contemporaries have nothing by praises for him.  One of them was the giant of the movie industry, Alfred Hitchcock.  One can say that the Hitchcock and Grant combo brought out the best in both artists.  In North by Northwest (1959), the older but sexier Grant helped to make it one of the most famous and most enduring film in the world.  During Grant’s loooooong period of stardom, he has worked with many special special leading ladies, among them are Grace Kelly, Doris Day, Marilyn, Audrey, and Eva Marie Saint.  Cary also married several times, Virginia Cherrill, Betsy Drake, Dyan Cannon, and Barbara Hutton.  Grant’s only child, Jennifer, was bore by Dyan Cannon.  Grant’s last film was Walk, Don’t Run (1966); soon after that was completed, Grant retired.  And boy, he did completely retire.  No television talk show was able to get him for an interview, and even newspaper agencies had trouble gaining access to Grant.  His reluctance to appear in TV and on newspaper lasted until sometime in the eighties, when he pleasantly shocked movie fans by hosting lecture tours in small towns all over the U.S.  These events gave many small-town Americans a memorable chance to talk to their idol.  On November 29th, 1986, moments before a lecture in Davenport Iowa, Cary Grant suffered a fatal stroke.  He was 82.

Editor’s Note: 
The role of James Bond the stirred, not shaken Martini drinker was created with Cary Grant in mind, but he turned down the role.


Cary Grant gave the entire salary for Arsenic and Old Lace (1944) to the U.S. War Relief Fund


He also gave the entire salary for The Philadelphia Story (1940) to the British war effort.
Select Filmography:

Charade (1963) 

To Catch a Thief (1955) 

Every Girl Should Be Married (1948) 

Suspicion (1941) 

Philadelphia Story, The (1940) 

Only Angels Have Wings (1939) 

Awful Truth, The (1937) 

When You're in Love (1937) 

Sylvia Scarlett (1936) 

I'm No Angel (1933) 

She Done Him Wrong (1933) 

Blonde Venus (1932)
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And the randomness continues…1st Anniversary Celebration

In celebration of this month's Mother's Day, the staff at Louise and Bob would like to recognize some of the famous mother-daughter relationships in Hollywood that has made everyone's viewing pleassure possible.  Take our IQ/EQ quiz below to check your knowledge of these pairings.  Note: Once again, the information given below is based solely on our ignorance and is not suitable to be utilized as factual references. 

1. Select the correct mother-daughter relationships below. 

a) Julianne Moore and Demi Moore b) Neon Light and Judith Light c) Snow White and Vanna White 

d) Janet Leigh and Jamie Lee Curtis  e) Audrey and Katharine Hepburn

2. Let's play six degrees of separation.  Find the connections between the Three Bears and the Phoenix Suns.  Think mother-daughter relationships!! 

3. Indicate whether the following statements are True or False.  No Frue responses allowed. 

a)____ Jennifer Rein's fling with James Monroe led to her first child Marilyn Monroe. 

b)____ Jada Pinkett named her daughter Willow (whether it was named after her hubby Will or the movie is yet to be determined). 

c)____Natalie Merchant can trace her roots back to the Merchant of Venice. 

d)____Olivia Newton-John was conceived following the matrimony of Fig Newton and one of the Gospel writers, John. 

e)____Gillian Anderson has a beloved daughter named Piper. 

4. Select the correct mother-son relationships. 

a) Vanessa Williams and Montel Williams b) Penelope and Telemachus 

c) Katie Holmes and Sherlock Holmes d) Sarah Michelle Gellar and Ross Gellar 

5. Select the correct analogies. 

a) Mel Gibson:Debbie Gibson::Mark Twain:Shania Twain 

b) Foster Care:Jodie Foster::Liang Xiao Bing:Chandler Bing 

c) Brad Pitt:Peach Pit::Carl Chang:Michael Chang 

d) Princess Leah:DarthVader::Luke Skywalker:Yoda 

6. Select the correct analogies. 

a) June:Juno::May:Mayo 

b) Brooke Shields:Weapon:Reese Witherspoon:Utensil 

c) Arthur Miller:Shannon Miller::Cheryl Miller:Reggie Miller 

d) Katie Curic:Bob Costas::Se Ri Pak:Pacman 

Select the most appropriate word(s) for the giveen blanks 

7. After making the duet with Ricky Martin, Christina Aquilera became pregnant.  She regrets that the father of the child will not be playing a role in raising her child, which she named _________________, after the father.  However, she has announced that she will instill the Spanish tradition in her child and push the kid in the direction of her nationality's favorite past time. a) Rick Rentaria > b) Steve Martin > c) Rick Aquilera > d) Julia Richard-Dreyfuss 

8. After her brief work as a singer, Queen Latifah was impregnanted.  She has insisted on not revealing the identity of the father and wishes to raise her child ______________ on her own and in peace.  Her royal air can be seen in her child's name. a) Artist Formerly Known As Prince b) King of the Hill c) Ann Boelyn d) Duke Ellington 

9. A Timberlands executive was rumored to have had an affair with Tinseltown's finest, Pocahontas.  The beauty, in an effort to protect her image, hid the child conceived between the two of them.  In order to still place the presence of the father in the child's life, she decided on this name ____________.  The child star has gone on to sparkle with a boost from his/her mother's relation with Disney. a) Britney Spears b) Al Bundy c) Mulan d) Justin Timberlake 

10. Select the individual below who became/has played a stepmom on the big/little screen. a) Hoolia Roberts b) Jennifer Aniston c) Suzanne Summers d) All of the above 

Don’t cheat, answers can be found somewhere in this review!!

Bonus Review

“North by Northwest” (1959)

Starring: Cary Grant, Eva Marie Saint, James Mason, Jessie Royce Landis, Leo G. Carroll

Directed by: Alfred Hitchcock

Genre: Thriller

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

Even if you haven’t seen North by Northwest, you must have heard about it as one of the best Alfred Hitchcock films.  We first heard about this movie from our parents, who mentioned to us some things about trains and secret agents.  The problem is, there is also that other movie called Murder on the Orient Express, also with some mystery and … trains.  So throughout all of these years, our little brains fused the two without watching either films.  By the time Cary Grant made North by Northwest, he was already 55, but still looked as good as ever.  The truth is, we weren’t all that comfortable with Cary’s acting style.  Sure, this was our first exposure to Cary, but the 1959 standards of acting are perhaps beyond the reach of our understanding.  In terms of the plot, we can’t say that it was too suspenseful, since the audience is usually let in on the “suspense” moments after it happened.  A few random thoughts: 1) I realize we shouldn’t get picky on pointless details, but Cary Grant’s character’s endless flow of cash is too weird.  2) We felt the movie delivered much more humor than Hitchcock may have intended, thanks to Cary’s unique style.  3) Eva Marie Saint…mmm…mmm…good.  4)  We believe that the ending was meant to be fuzzy, how about you?  Many critics say that Alfred liked to put elements into his films that reflect parts of himself.  In both Psycho and North by Northwest, there exist strong attachments of the lead characters to their mothers, something to think about, heh…heh…heh.  3 Go’s.
_________________________________________________________________________________

Answers: 1) D 2) The three bears, Goldie Locks, Goldie Hawn, Kate Hudson, Hudson River, River Phoenix, Phoenix Suns 3) a. False b. True c. False d. False e. True 4) B 5) A 6) B 7) C 8) A 9) D 10) D
Louise and Bob’s Movie Reviews
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