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Welcome to Fan Mail!

Brought to you by the Staff of Louise and Bob’s Movie Reviews!
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In this issue:

· Our NEWEST reviews











· Special Features: Sweet November & Crouching Tigger, Hidden Dragoon




· Behind the scenes with Matt Damon, the Hahvahd dropout






· Experiencing the exciting premier of Pokemon 3, the Movie with Louise and Bob
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This is a first look at our most recent reviews.  Being Fan Mail! Subscribers, you are privileged to get a first hand look at our comments.
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 “Restoration” (1995)

Starring: Robert Downey Jr., Sam Neill, David Thewlis, Polly Walker, Meg Ryan

Directed by: Michael Hoffman

Genre: Drama

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

We can’t remember exactly why, but we chose to watch Restoration (and lift weights at the same time) at 2 AM – maybe it had something to do with Peas’ boss being out of town.  We did stay awake to finish the film, but it would be inaccurate to say that the film was the cause of that.  Don’t get us wrong, the movie wasn’t “bad,” we just can’t imagine the average GI Joe enjoying it, aside from MAYBE the costumes and the elaborate sets.  We never really experienced royal court life during the reign of Chucky the Second in England, but we are guessing that the indulgences of the upper society and the sufferings of the common people were probably authentic.  The plot of Restoration involves the rise, fall, and then rise again of a young doctor named Robert Merivel (Robert Downey Jr.).  Robert enters Chucky’s court after he successfully “cured” the king’s best friend (hmm, why did we put “cured” in quotation marks?).  Being the snob that he is, King Chucky II then decides to force Merivel into some lose-lose situation, and poor Merivel falls out of the king’s favor and becomes a doctor again.  Don’t think the story ends here, however, as there are many more events to follow, some included cutie Meg Ryan (though she seemed quite goofy to us).  We also like to add that Hugh Grant contributed quite a bit to the goofiness of this film.  Lastly, we felt that the ending was kind of scary, no, not visually scary, but scary as all hell if you put yourself in that time period.  I think we have written enough for this movie, let’s say we give this 1 Go for the average John and Jane Doe; keep in mind however, that this would not be a completely worthless rental for certain segments of the population.  By the way, we sure “frowned” a lot while watching this.
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“Josie and the Pussycats” (2001)

Starring: Rachael Leigh Cook, Tara Reid, Rosario Dawson, Paulo Costanzo, Alan Cumming

Directed by: Harry Elfont, Deborah Kaplan

Genre: Comedy

Submitted by: Fluffy

This movie was a joy to watch.  Although not particularly deep, this movie continually made me laugh and kept my attention throughout.  Even when I need the bathroom, I could not pull myself away from the humor and good vibes it released.  It’s a feel good movie.  The plot of this creation is the desire for three girls in a band to be famous and be rock stars.  Through the story we learn of the hidden functions of media companies and executives in the country and how they control the youth of today.  I originally wanted to give this movie 4 and a half Go's, but since I heard it is kinda difficult to make “half-a-Go” thingies, I'll round it up to 5 Go's cuz I just like the movie that that much!
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“Along Came A Spider” (2001)

Starring: Morgan Freeman, Monica Potter, Michael Wincott, Penelope Ann Miller, Michael Moriarty

Directed by: Lee Tamahori

Genre: Thriller, Action

Submitted by: Blueberry Moose

Along Came a Spider is the prequel to 1997's Kiss the Girls; it stars Morgan Freeman, again slumming as the criminal profiler, Dr. Alex Cross (Morgan Freeman seems to be very attracted to this type of character on screenplays huh?).  This movie places way too much emphasis about a character named Gary Soneji (Why do villains get so much attention?  Since serial killers and kidnappers seek attention, if everyone ignored them maybe the number of incidences would decline.).  What drives Soneji to kidnap the child - that's a good question.  I never really had a full understanding of this, to tell you the truth.  I was intensely bother by the movie because it fails to explain why the characters behave the way they did.  In addition, the movie feels very rushed, and on its march to the climax, they “sort of” forget to explain the story along the way.  If you enjoyed the book, this movie will prove to be a monumental disappointment.  Yet, if you want to see high tech toys and some violent scenes, this movie has some worth.  The Internet is shown in more depth than compared to other typical movie; you may even say the Internet played a key part in solving the crime (Our dependence on technology shining through).  Too bad for Morgan, because I can’t give this more than 2 Go’s; it scored a bit better for the SPFX: 3.5.

Interesting facts – provided by our IT specialist.  United States Department of Commerce on Digital Economy growth states, "in January 2000 the World Wide Web contained more than one billion unique pages, compared to 100 million in October 1997". It has been estimated that three million new pages are added every day to the Internet with about three hundred million people now use the Internet, compared to three million in 1994.
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“What Lies Beneath” (2000)

Starring: Harrison Ford, Michelle Pfeiffer, Diana Scarwid, Joe Morton

Directed by: Robert Zemeckis

Genre: Horror, Mystery

Submitted by: Busboy

Supposedly this movie borrowed heavily from Hitchcock.  Apparently they didn’t borrow enough because this movie didn’t have the same eerie feeling a Hitchcock movie leaves you with.  I went to bed unspooked, unentertained, and only slightly satiated with Michelle’s beauty.  She never takes off her clothes and barely has a single love scene.  See the smut I have to resort to writing about because this movie just didn’t inspire any sort of fear or dread?  I think I fear a baloney sandwich more than the fear this movie inspired.  Seriously, it has great scenery - and of course Michelle, but not much of a mood setter.  Rent it when you’re bored.  And no you don’t need a date because you won’t be scared.  2 Go’s.
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“Forever Young” (1992)

Starring: Mel Gibson, Jamie Lee Curtis, Elijah Wood, Isabel Glasser, George Wendt

Directed by: Steve Miner

Genre: Adventure, Romance

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots
[image: image1.wmf]We really had a tough time determining what type of movie this is.  Is it a Sci-Fi – but there wasn’t that much science.  Is it a romance – nah.  There were kids running around discovering things and playing in a tree house, so is it an adventure film – hardly.  Since we were having a tough time classifying this, let’s just call this a cutie Mel movie.  And by the way, LOTS, and we mean LOTS, of Mel’s body parts were shown on the big screen.  Let’s give a brief synopsis.  First, Mel and his sort of cuckoo science friend share some cool discovery about freezing things and bringing them back to life.  Then, tragedy strikes unexpectedly and Mel gets frozen.  Things happen, blah blah blah, and Jamie Lee and her kiddy Hooligans welcome Mel into their household.  Again, we don’t really know what to say about this film because it doesn’t have much of that special “umph” to steer it towards Sci-Fi, romance, or adventure.  We finished the movie with a bit of a shrug, and a slightly unsatisfied feeling.  Don’t get us wrong, it was a cute film, with some humor and “awwwwhhh” moments, but it definitely doesn’t have enough substance to qualify it for anything above 3 Go’s.  Last two points: 1) the portrayal of the aging process was done rather pitifully, as concluded by our in-house makeup consultants and 2) keep your eyes out for Mel’s bottom…yum…delicious.
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Featured Film of the Month

“Sweet November” (2001)

Starring: Keanu Reeves, Charlize Theron, Jason Isaacs, Greg Germann, Liam Aiken

Directed by: Pat O’Connor

Genre: Drama, Romance

Submitted by: Bunny Foo Foo

A sweet November for Keanu and Charlize equals a strange love affair that borrows its underlying plot from such movies like "Autumn in New York" and "Dying Young."  A hard working advertising genius gets burnt out overnight (it was a really strange transition, too sudden) and finds himself in need of major reconditioning.  This leads us to the amazingly versatile Charlize Theron.  She plays a woman who "treats" people like Keanu by taking them in as her flavor of the month and essentially, becomes his lover for that month.  So blah blah blah, we begin to like this relationship when we sense that something is horribly, horribly wrong.  While we usually like to withhold the ending from our readers, in this case, we felt that just giving it to you will be a better alternative to watching this film.  Anyhow, Charlize had been diagnosed with a terminal illness, can't really go on dating Keanu, and finally forces Keanu to let her go.  THE END.  This film is tres tres unoriginal, and while Keanu has come a long way since his "WHOA, DUDE" days, his acting potential just seems limited and not fit for drama.  Charlize on the other hand, looks like a star waiting to bloom.  Her recent works may not have earned her acclaim in the film industry, but it certainly gained much attention.  We believe there is a bright future for this girl and recommend that you readers keep an eye on her (who wouldn’t?).  As for this movie, we regret ever getting excited for this film and will have to give this film the dreaded 1 Go.
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Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

“Big dog hot dog top dog bad dog,” that’s how the movie began.  SERIOUSLY!  We were so confused, we thought (or at least one of us who had a dirtier mind) that the “dog” was a reference to something we are too embarrassed to show in print.  It hurts Peas so much to admit that this movie was very poorly put together.  It had all the elements of what we call a “weenie” movie.  Weenie point number 1: Sara (Charlize) has way too many partners, and she probably has AIDS too.  Weenie point 2: To steal a comment from a friend, “Keanu has the expressive ability of a wooden block.”  Point 3: We know that while watching a movie, one shouldn’t be overly critical of the whole concept of “believability,” but this film went one-step beyond ridiculous.  When we bought tickets for this movie, it was because we love Charlize, we adore Keanu, and we enjoy mushy films; what we didn’t expect was a movie that simply, “well, just made no sense,” as Mama Gump would describe it.  We did laugh somewhat at the various characters: the doorman, the cute transvestites, and the submarine dude who rigged the boat race.  By the way, the boat race was stolen from Stuart Little, and on behalf of the little mouse with the voice of Michael J. Fox, we denounce the writers of Sweet November for this intolerable act.  We leave you with this soon to be famous quote from one of my classmates: I rather distill acetonitrile than watch this again.  If any of you do decide to rent this, try to see if you can catch the model of the Mercedes that Keanu drives in the movie.  Let us know.  1 Go plus 0.5 for Charlize’s wardrobe and scarfs equals 1.5 Go’s.

Featured Foreign Film of the Month

“Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon” (2000)

Starring: Yun-Fat Chow, Ziyi Zhang, Michelle Yeoh
Directed by: Ang Lee

Genre: Action, Adventure

Submitted by: Busboy
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This movie combines the raging insensible passion of the English Patient with the fighting scenes of old-school Kung Fu movies.  And on a personal note a constant reminder of real-life unrequited love.  But you guys don’t want to hear about that.  The movie begins slowly at first but quickly throws us into some intense fighting scenes.  Sure, the flying is easy to chuckle at, but once you allow yourself to believe in the premise of superhuman acrobatics and lightning fast fisticuffs, it envelops your entire imagination.  Chow Yun-Fat is very believable as a wise Kung Fu master, and Michelle Yeoh plays an independent minded medieval old maid with equal conviction.  The gem in this movie is the performance of Zhang Ziyi.  She’s beautiful, playful, passionate, strong-willed, and totally unsure of her true identity.  Her immaturity and search for her identity is the central theme of this movie and ultimately her fatal flaw.  Although she consistently hurts those around her, I found it hard to hate her character because her actions were driven by a search for her identity and not by willful hateful acts.  The hazy grayness of her character drives you to pity her, hope for her happiness, and saddened by her total disrespect for society.  But you can’t help but love her.  Truly beautiful scenic shots of the deserts of China.  Must see for those artistic movie lovers.  4.5 Go’s.

Submitted by: Louise and Bob
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Ang Lee experiments with a new genre of film in an attempt to bring the traditional Chinese Martial-Arts film to the world.  Understanding the bias he had to overcome in bringing the far eastern culture to the west, Ang Lee combined his talent for depicting the familial relationships with big name actors like Cheng, Chow, Yeoh, but giving the biggest roles to newcomers Zhang and Chang.  This film is described by some as brilliant yet dangerous, but seeing the finally product, it seems that Lee took all the right risks.  We experienced some anxiety when we heard about the release of this film; I mean, it is a Chinese language film with heavy Chinese cultural contents, how would the American public accept the masterpiece of another?  And I admit, at the onset of the screening, the Chinese did throw me off and made me yearn for some dubbing.  But quickly, the audience gets absorbed into the plot and the masterful action scenes.  That combined with the breath-taking scenery and even a background romance gave it just the right amount of stuff for it to be called a masterpiece.  One persistent complaint we hear about this film is that the flying is not realistic.  And the one response we keep using is that superman flys, batman leaps building spider man spews spider webs - so why are the characters in "Crouching" not allowed to fly?  Well, enough said then, this film deserves every bit of the 5 Go's we give it and we warn you, you are going to have to check your bigotry at the door because this film will open up a whole new world for you.

Submitted by: Fluffy
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This has got to be one of the best movies of year 2000!!!!  GO ASIANS AND THEIR WALL-CLIMBING MARTIAL ARTS!!!  The movie contained a well-balanced mixture of skilled violence and romantic plot that should have earned it an Oscar.  The story has many good sub-plots revolving around the retrieval of a pricelessly good sword, and that a really good fighter fights with his really good skills in this very good movie.  You get the point … I hope.  As the sword is stolen and transported from place to place, we discover a love story between a well-mannered young lady (who secretly studies martial arts) and a crude, desert barbarian.  Overall, I give this movie 5 Go's since it was whacking axx-kicking.  This was probably the best movie that Asians have managed to bring to the big screen to date.
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The most intimate information about some particular celebrity will be disclosed. 

 Note: Again, we do not claim to know all the facts.  The information presented is based only on speculations.

We now continue with part II of our campaign, “Don’t forget your friends while HOOKING UP,” with the biography of Matt Damon.

“How do you like them apples?”

- Matt Damon in Good Will Hunting, outside a Hahvahd bah. 

Last month we featured hunka hunka Ben Affleck in our biography, this month our main man will be Matt Damon, one of Ben’s closest friends.  To us, every time we hear the name Matt Damon (who, by the way, is not related to baseball star Johnny Damon), we think back to the magical scenes in Good Will Hunting with Ben Affleck, Robin Williams, and regrettably, Minnie Driver.  The dramatic fashion in which Damon goes from obscurity to becoming Hollywood’s golden boy never ceases to amaze the staff of louiseandbob.com.  In the next few paragraphs, we will take you through the significant events in Matt’s life; perhaps after knowing more about his upbringing, we all can understand why Matt likes apples, why he laughs at people who faht in their sleep, and why he enjoys making fun of Hahvahd..

On October 8th, 1970, Matt arrived at Cambridge, MA (the coolest place in northeastern US) via his mama, and presumably with the help of some doctors and nurses.  Damon’s family was probably part of the well-to-do middle class as his father was a tax-preparer and his mother was a college professor specializing in child education.  Matt also had an older brother (by three years) who later became a sculptor.  Unfortunately, Matt’s family broke up when he was two with the divorce of his parents.  Matt lived with his mother after the divorce, and he actually ended up spending a chunk of his childhood in a Boston commune.  At this point, please recall that two months ago we featured Winona Ryder, who had also experienced life in a commune during her childhood; you should keep this commonality in mind, as it is of monumental importance.

As we know by now, Matt’s friendship with Benny Affleck began in 1980, when Matt was 10 and Ben was 8.  They became best friends, and attended the same middle and high schools.  Whereas Ben was only an okay student, Matt’s grades and talents were special enough to be accepted to Hahvahd University – we would like to get our hands on his application package.  We were ecstatic to find out that he was indeed a Hahvahd nerd, but then we were saddened to find out that he dropped out in his third year.  The question now is: did Matt drop out because of problems, or was it really because he wanted to go to Hollywood?  Nevertheless, one important product of Matt’s Hahvahd days was a draft of the Good Will Hunting script.  The script was actually a writing assignment for an English class (one day we will go find out the professors Matt had, and we shall ask them what type of student Matt was).  This concludes the first stage of Matt Damon’s life, we will now see what happens once Matt reaches Hollywood.

One wouldn’t really characterize Matt’s first job as dramatic, as he did a one-liner in Mystic Pizza at the age of 18.  After that “totally awesome” role, Matt didn’t get his next big screen casting until 1992 in School Ties.  Although he said quite a bit more than one line in this film, his career still didn’t blossom, as the movie didn’t fare well both critically and in the box-office.  By this time, Matt and Ben were both pretty bored with unemployment, so they decided to dig out the old script of Good Will Hunting; they were successful in finishing the screenplay, and the rest…well, the world knows the rest.  Good Will Hunting was eventually released in 1997, and Damon and Affleck shared that year’s Oscar for Best Original Screenplay.  Aside from Good Will Hunting, Mattie also drew significant attention in Courage Under Fire, in which he played a heroin addicted veteran.  The main reason that the film industry took notice was the “dedication” Damon displayed to the part – he dropped 40 pounds and coped with resulting health problems, all for the art.

After the Oscar win, Matt emerged as one of the brightest stars in Hollywood, taking headline roles in big budget films such as Saving Private Ryan (we giggle every time we think of Saving Ryan’s Privates) and The Talented Mr. Ripley.  Now, remember earlier in the biography we mentioned the fact that both Winona Ryder and Matt Damon spent time in a commune, well, they got hooked up on New Year’s Eve 1997 (must have been a wild commune party or something!  Unlike many other Hollywood couples, this pair stayed together for quite while, lasting till spring of 2000.  It was quite sad really, because they just got engaged earlier that year…oh well.  We here at louiseandbob.com (at least Peas and Carrots) are huge fans of Matt and Ben, and we hope their friendship lasts forever and ever and ever and ever, and we also hope that they both can win the golden muscular dude statues again.

Select Filmography:

All the Pretty Horses (2000)

Finding Forrester (2000)

Legend of Bagger Vance, The (2000)

Titan A.E. (2000)

Talented Mr. Ripley, The (1999)

Dogma (1999)

Rounders (1998)

Saving Private Ryan (1998)

Good Will Hunting (1997)

Rainmaker, The (1997)

Chasing Amy (1997)

Courage Under Fire (1996)
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And the randomness continues…

An experience of a lifetime –the premier of Pokemon 3, the Movie.

Movie premiers are perpetually filled with designer clothing, glitzy jewelry, and the brightest stars.  The Pokemon 3 movie premier was no different.  As we stepped onto the velvety red carpet, I was showcasing dark blue jeans by Express and a v-neck t-shirt by Calvin Klein while Bob displayed the newest look from Old Navy and J. Crew.  The cast was clearly absent from this premier so it was up to us to keep the cameras clicking as we met up with the guests arriving in their strollers and bicycles.  In looking at the fashion outfitted by the attendees, there was much diversity and talks about the monetary exchange for this glamour.  One particular design worn by one of the participants was the most memorable.  The outfit, designed by Osh Kosh B’Gosh, featured the creative usage of teddy bears and smiley faces.  The premier also showcased the works of international-renowned designers such as “Love’s World”.  The hair designers also put forth maximum effort in braiding the pigtails, ensuring there were five in each bunch.  All bowl cuts were also cleanly trimmed for the big day.  Many individuals also brought out their most expensive accessories, from spider rings to slap bracelets.   Aside from the elegance these attendees brought with their diapers, neon shoes, and ponytails, they also demonstrated their expertise in the art of Pokemon training and won coveted memorabilia posters that will surely be auctioned at the next Sotheby’s event.  The premier was a delicious delight for all and proved the new glamour and extravagance that can be achieved with Baby Target and Baby Costco.







- Louise
_________________________________________________________________________________
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