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Welcome to Fan Mail!

Brought to you by the Staff of Louise and Bob’s Movie Reviews!

In this issue:

· Our NEWEST reviews: Traffic, Memento, Shanghai Noon, Battlefield Earth, and more!!!

· Special Feature: Mummy – come to me, anuck-sun-amor…
· Behind the scenes with Morgan Freeman

· Remembering our uncle – Chao-Yen Chiu
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This is a first look at our most recent reviews.  Being Fan Mail! Subscribers, you are privileged to get a first hand look at our comments.

“Traffic” (2000)

Starring: Michael Douglas, Don Cheadle, Benicio Del Toro, Dennis Quaid, Catherine Zeta-Jones

Directed by: Steven Soderbergh

Genre: Drama, Crime

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

"No, no, let me tell you a joke."  Dude, that Luis Guzman (in the role of Agent Ray Castro) is funnnnnny, but why did they have to ... okay, thank goodness we didn't spill the beans.  Traffic is sort of a rent one get two free deal, because of the three intertwining stories: 1) Newly appointed US drug czar Robert Wakefield (Michael Douglas) dealing with his like, like, stupid daughter, 2) Helena Ayala (Catherine Ziti-Jones) being an itch after her husband gets arrested, and 3) Officer Javier Rodriguez Rodriguez (Benicio Del Toro) getting money to install the lights for the parks so kids can play baseball, because everybody likes baseball.  The film makes you laugh at times, and it makes you jump up and down at the like, like, stupid teenagers, but most of all, it made us scared.  Really, what is the solution to the multi-faceted drug problems?  Watch Traffic till the end, and you will find out what the solution is.  One final note, that little league pitcher at the conclusion of the film must suck pretty badly, because the hitters hit everything.  Confused?  Watch it and you'll understand.  4 Go's + 1 for Benicio, because he likes baseball = 5 Go's.
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“Battlefield Earth” (2000)

Starring: John Travolta, Barry pepper, Forest Whitaker, Kelly Preston, Kim Coates, Richard Tyson

Directed by: Roger Christian

Genre: Action, Sci-Fi

Submitted by: Busboy

A movie based on a novel by Ron Hubbard of Scientology fame.  John Travolta received a lot of heat about this movie.  Almost every critic said this was a terrible movie and insinuated that he allowed scientology to dictate his career.  So, I went into this movie with low expectations and they were met.  This movie isn’t very good.  It has B-movie writing.  But really it’s no worst or better than any other bad science fiction movie.  Let’s be realistic, truly original groundbreaking storylines and special effects like the ones in Matrix only come around once every decade.  Almost every science fiction movie is based on some story written hundreds of years ago.  The same is true of Battlefield Earth.  It has a rather mundane plot.  It is past the year 3000 and the earth has come under rule of a ruthless and tyrannical race, the Psychlos, whose societal structure is based on that of a corporation.  The Psychlos go from planet to planet mining all the resources of the planet before moving on. The humans who survived the invasion of earth live in pockets of heavy radiation (also known as New Mexico).  Jonnie Goodboy Tyler (Barry Pepper) is captured when he wanders out of the remaining encampments.  The Chief of Security, Terl (John Travolta), wants to teach the humans to mine gold so he can return to the home planet and live like a king.  Supposedly humans are only allowed to work in mindless tasks and are not allowed to operate heavy machinery.  As you can guess, Jonnie learns how to use the machinery and much more to defeat the Psychlos and rid the earth of their rule. 

The problem again with this story like any other story is the premise.  The Psychlos are written as these rather ogre-like beings with no ethics, self-centered agendas, and uncontrollable greed.  And they’re supposedly not that smart.  So if they’re not that smart how did they accumulate the technology to eliminate all human life and enslave the survivors?  How is it the chief of security, Terl, doesn’t realize that Jonnie is plotting to kill all the Psychlos?  Not only are the characterizations bland and generic, but Terl just stupidly lays around while letting the humans organize.  Some of the dialogue that Travolta has is truly unbearable.  But you know what?  It’s as good as most sci-fi.  That doesn’t really say very much, does it?  1 Go.
Editor’s Note: What’s up with this 2-paragraph review?
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“Shanghai Noon” (2000)

Starring: Jackie Chan, Owen Wilson, Lucy Scary Liu, Brandon Merrill

Directed by: Tom Dey

Genre: Action, Comedy

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

Shanghai Noon didn’t get as good of a box office draw as Rush Hour, and its all Owen Wilson’s fault.  That Owen fella was way too sissy to be a co-star alongside Jackie.  As with all Jackie movies, the plot is not complex – some spoiled princess gets kidnapped, Jackie and imperial guards A, B, C, D goes to get her, Jackie runs into sissy, Jackie beats up sissy, and Jackie and sissy saves the world.  Many critics say Shanghai Noon was nowhere near the quality or the laugh of Rush Hour, we agree to about 50%.  The reason why this wasn’t as funny is because Owen was too busy being a sissy!  And as we all know, sissies are not supposed to be funny, they are supposed to be beaten up!  We would like to point out a few special funnies: 1) Jackie tells sissy to dig with chopsticks; 2) Jackie beating up gang with horseshoe; 3) Jackie getting drunk and playing drinking games with sissy.  As always, Jackie’s fight scenes are worth viewing over and over, especially the horseshoe-on-a-string and the saving-the-native-American-boy scenes.  Those two sequences in particular show Jackie’s creativity at its best.  By the way, the frightening Lucy Liu was in this movie as well – man, every time she shows up on the screen, we kept thinking back to her kissing Ally McBeal.  Peas kept smacking his head to get rid of the yewy image, to no avail.  We couldn’t stop giggling over her character’s name either, Princess Pee Pee.  If you have seen some of Jackie’s childhood pictures (available in his biography – yes we are promoting his book for free), you would know that one of his favorite kiddy outfits was this cowboy suit, with twin revolvers on the side.  Perhaps Jackie finally fulfills his dream of being in a western with Shanghai Noon - Chang Wen equals John Wayne…Uno Mas?  3 Go’s.
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“The Insider” (1999)

Starring: Al Pacino, Russell Crowe, Christopher Plummer, Diane Venora, Philip Baker Hall

Directed by: Michael Mann

Genre: Drama, Based-on-true-story

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

Things generally went well for Jeff Wigand (Russell Crowe, better known as Spaniard the gladiator) when he worked as a scientist in the tobacco industry.  Unfortunately, things changed when he was either fired, laid off, or quit on his own (can’t remember, sorry).  In comes our favorite Big Al (no no, not Al Bundy), who plays the role of Lowell Bergman, the producer “60 Minutes,” circa. 1994.  One day, Big Al receives confidential documents from within a major tobacco corporation.  One thing led to another, Big Al gets in contact with Spaniard the gladiator, and they take on the tobacco industry from the journalistic and the legal front.  What happens?  Who wins?  The truth is, in these cases, how can you identify the winners and losers?  Now if you ask what we think, we think, yes, the tobacco industry is definitely producing a devastating drug, and yes, back in the old days, people got hooked because medical dangers were either unknown or hidden from them.  BUT, we are in 2001, and in most parts of the world, people know that smoking is addictive, and that it kills you.  So we think the better solution is don’t smoke, don’t sue, and don’t die, rather than smoke, sue, and then die.  Oh wait, we sort of got sidetracked…When we finished the film, we got this sad feeling.  Fortunately for Jeff Wigand, he appeared to have gotten over the losses he suffered in The Insider.  We applaud Jeff for becoming a high school chemistry teacher, and soon he took home the teacher of the state award.  Eventually, he went on to more barbaric things in Europe, and heck, even won an Oscar for avenging his wife and son’s death!  3 Go’s.
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“The 13th Warrior” (1999)

Starring: Antonio Banderas, Omar Sharif, Diane Venora, Vladimir Kulich, Dennis Storhoi, Daniel Southern

Directed by: John Mctiernan

Genre: Action, Adventure

Submitted by: Busboy
This surprisingly good action film is about an Arab named Ahmed Ibn Fahdlan (Antonio Banderas) who is sent on a embassy to the north as punishment for coveting the wife of his sovereign.  On his trip he encounters Norse men who befriends him.  One evening, a boy from another town enters begging for help.  Beasts and monsters are ravaging his town.  A seer is brought in.  She says 13 warriors are needed to defeat the demons.  Men readily volunteer.  But she says the 13th warrior must not be of Norse blood.  Hence, the Arab is conscripted to help save the small town.  There is a lot of wit and the storyline emulates a traditional folk tale.  You know, unknown mystical enemy is causing havoc and only one outcast young man can save the village from this terror.  There is rather good character building; Buliwyf (Vladimir Kulich) is brave and noble leader of his clan hoping to be remembered for more than just being strong.  Herger –Joyous (Dennis Stoirhoi) is a fun-loving, mischievous, joke-telling young man who puts Ibn Fahdlan through a rather funny initiation.  This is cheese and I admit it.  It works because I like the idea of a chosen group of men against the odds.  Sue me.  3.5 Go’s.
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“Memento” (2000)

Starring: Guy Pearce, Carrie-Anne Moss, Joe Pantoliano, Mark Boone, Stephen Tobolowsky

Directed by: Christopher Nolan

Genre: Thriller, Drama

Submitted by: Busboy
This movie came highly recommended from my cool and alternative roommate who is an avid moviegoer.  She has positively influenced me to broaden my selection of movie reviews (Editor’s note: and lifestyles – giggle in the background).  This movie happens to be one of them.  It’s a rather dark story about Leonard Shelly (Guy Pearce) who lost his short-term memory while trying to prevent the murder of his wife.  His goal then is to find the killer and avenge her death.  Because he has no short-term memory he can’t make new memories.  To compensate for his memory lost, he constantly takes notes on small pad, takes Polaroids, and tattoos himself.  The movie moves backwards in time so you can follow his path of discovery.  The movie begins with the murder of the man who he believes killed his wife.  The important information he gathers about his wife’s killer is tattooed on his body and in reverse so he can never lose it and he so can read it in a mirror.  He receives help from Natalie (Carrie-Anne Moss) and Teddy (John Pantoliano) to put the pieces of the mystery together.  As you watch the chain of events in reverse, you share in the fear of constantly not knowing who to trust and uncertainty of each of his actions.  It’s disturbing, haunting, and I walked out of there slightly more paranoid about the world than when I entered.  But gee whiz, this was a good movie.  I was deeply affected by his plight and had a hard time coming to grips with the how he discovered the murderer.  This is good dope, dude.  4.5 Go’s.
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A Special Summer Feature

“American Pimp” (1999)

Starring: Rosebudd, Schauntte, Bradley, C-Note, Ken Ivy, R. P., Fillmore Slim 

Directed by: Albert Hughes, Allen Hughes

Genre: Documentary

Submitted by: Busboy

Do you recognize any of the actors listed above?  You do?  Shame on you!  The names in the credits above are all real-life pimps.  They were interviewed for this documentary on pimping in America.  Funny I didn’t know pimp was an actual word but obviously my MS Word recognizes it so it must be or became part of the American dictionary after years of use.  This movie obviously wasn’t about the acting.  It is basically a series of interviews of pimps and prostitutes.  But oh the stories they tell.  And the incredible insight into the pimping world.  Did you know that pimps keep 100% of the revenue from a trick?  (Did I just use the word trick out of context of a bridge game?)  The best pimps don’t keep their girls on drugs to retain their loyalty but rather have an overwhelming charm that keeps the girls locked to them.  Supposedly for the priviledge of dating one of these pimps for one night a week, a girl is willing to sell her body the other six nights of the week.  (Sign me up!)  And the pimp’s main job isn’t to protect a girl from disgusting guys but rather to motivate them to work.  As these pimps tell it, “Demz bitches” would only turn one trick a week without pimps to keep them in line.  Then where would the girls be?  They wouldn’t have any money to bail themselves out of jail or for additional new clothes.  Thanks to these pimps, the girls have no money and they get to sell their bodies multiple times an evening.  While I don’t approve of the work, I was fascinated by this well-done documentary of how the other half lives.  And this is just a great conversation piece.  How many people do you know have even the slightest inkling how pimping works?  If you have alternative roommates like I do you can actually have a very interesting discussion about pimping, lucky me.  3.5 Go’s.
Featured Film of the Month

“Mummy” (1999)

Starring: Brendan Fraser, Rachel Weisz, John Hannah, Arnold Vosloo, Kevin J. O’Connor

Directed by: Stephen Sommers

Genre: Action, Adventure, B-movie

Submitted by: Louise and Bob

"Pooh Sa, Jiu Jiu Wo."  Sounds like a line in an Asian movie right?  Well, this line actually appeared in the accidental blockbuster, The Mummy.  With random comedy relief like this popping up sporadically in the film and enough computer graphics holding up the fort, we, the audience appears to have forgotten the fact that this was a Branden Frasier film and that we actually enjoyed it.  From the overacting by Rachel Weisz as Eve the librarian, to the pointless role of John Hannah as Eve's brother, any critic can pick thousands of holes in this film.  Judging from the technical stand point, or heck, by most standards, the film should have landed in your local video store without ever appearing in theaters, but the action, the graphics, the storyline (none of which was that mesmerizing on its own) made it one of the biggest blockbusters ever.  The countless idiotic remarks by Branden in any other film would prompt us to turn off the DVD and pickup some crocheting hooks, but The Mummy did come through as an entertaining movies and therefore deserves 4 Go's.  We always said, movies are suppose to be entertaining and while the film had many problems, it came through as entertainment.
Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

How much was spent on this silly production?  Well well well, The Mummy just might be the most expensive B-movie ever made.  Hey, we admit we enjoyed it, but a B-movie is a B-movie.  When we rented this, we didn’t know that Brendan Fraser would flood it with goofy one-liners.  We also didn’t know we would see an Egyptian beauty (we have got to have more of her) – to bad she killed herself early in the film.  Although we were saddened by the death of the Pharaoh’s mistress, Evelyn, played by Rachel Weisz, wasn’t that bad either (must have been the accent).  The key to enjoying this is to remember that this is just a big-budget B-movie.  Once you realize that, The Mummy can be quite entertaining.  The plot involves two competing teams racing towards the City of the Dead.  Upon reaching there, however, they unleash hell by releasing an Egyptian prince Imhotep, who was buried alive for “touching” (wink wink) the Pharaoh’s mistress 3000 years ago.  Sure, the dialogue is borderline El Retardo, but the picture is actually filmed quite well.  Some of you are probably going to criticize us for this, but we are going to give this 4 Go’s (would have been 5 Go’s if Anuck-sun-amor had lived longer); after all, movies are suppose to entertain, and we felt The Mummy did just that.  A friendly warning to those who fear bugs – you might want to have something or someone to grab onto during several scenes.  After you watch this, please tell us how that “direct descendant of the Pharaohs” came out of the last battle alive.
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The most intimate information about some particular celebrity will be disclosed. 

 Note: Again, we do not claim to know all the facts.  The information presented is based only on speculations.

Is it a coincidence that our featured star was born on June 1st, 1937, and that we are featuring Morgan Freeman in our June issue?  And another spooky coin-key-dink, our uncle passed away on June 1st as well, and we pay a small tribute to him in the Miscellaneous section.  But, let’s not dwell on these weird coin-key-dinks; let us get on with the biography of Morgan.  Many movie-goers think that Denzel is the hottest of the hot in terms of leading African-American men, but we think Morgan ranks right up there alongside Denzel.  We think a perfect role for Morgan would be something like … the President of the United States.  Why is that you say – well, Morgan just has that special air of dignity, without a doubt much more dignified than Monica’s Big Creep.  

Born in Memphis, Tennessee, Morgan eventually moved to L.A. (don’t know at what age, so don’t ask us).  He attended a community college in the L.A. area, and afterwards, served in the Air Force between 1955 and 1959.  One of these days we will find out whether he flew any fighters or bombers or surveillance spy planes, or maybe he was just ground support staff, heh. Mr. Freeman’s entertainment career began in the 1960’s, when he honed his talents in a variety of off-Broadway productions.  Two of the better-known plays were Hello, Dolly! And The Niggerlovers (now, don’t be offended, we are merely repeating the production title).  In addition to a stage career, Morgan worked a bit on TV, specifically, children’s programming.  I don’t think it would be hard to picture this in your head, but he played Easy Reader on a PBS series called The Electric Company.  During this time (1970’s), Freeman became a movie “star” with Who Says I Can’t Ride a Rainbow; one day we will review that and get back to you on Morgan’s performance; it was a kiddy film, so perhaps we might catch it on the Nick channel.  Aside from these productions, Morgan didn’t really participate in anything that significant.  

Things got better for Mr. Freeman in the 80’s.  He got a regular job with Days of Our Lives (daytime surfactant) between 1982 and 1984.  The first major impact Morgan made (though he only had a small role) was with the film Brubaker, which was a prison drama.  After Brubaker (1980), Morgan began to receive steady work; some of his films during this period included Eyewitness (1981), Teachers (1984), and That was Then, This is Now (1985).  Morgan earned his first major nomination (Best Supporting Actor - Oscar) by playing a smooooooth pimp in Street Smart (1987).  Note: to better understand pimps, please go to our special feature by the adorable Busboy, American Pimp.  

Since the late 1980’s, Morgan Freeman has been considered an A-list actor by most in Hollywood.  He starred in several of those “uplifting” movies, for example, Clean and Sober (1988) and Lean on Me (1989).  Then of course, there are the two unforgettable performances in Glory (1989) and Driving Miss Daisy (1989).  All of these films showcased Morgan’s natural air of gentle dignity; more importantly, Morgan earned an Oscar nomination for Best Actor for his chauffeur role in Driving Miss Daisy.  Moving into the 90’s, Mr. Freeman continued to receive good scripts, such as Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves in 1991 and Unforgiven in 1992.  Morgan’s third Oscar nomination came with his portrayal of a prisoner sentenced to life in The Shawshank Redemption (1994).  Other notable films casting Morgan include: Seven (1995), Amistad (1997), and Kiss the Spiders, otherwise known as Along Came the Girls (1997/2000).  Morgan’s first directorial debut came in Bopha! (1993); the film, which was about a South African cop who was alienated from his son, did not garner much of anything.  

Morgan has been married at least 3 times, first with Jeanette Adair Bradshaw (1967 – 1979), then Jeanette Bradley (whoa, what’s up with the double Jeanettes?), and currently with Myrna Colley-Lee.  Our information maybe out of date, however, so we can’t be sure whether Morgan and Myrna are still together.  He has two sons (Alphonse and Saifoulaye) and two daughters (Deena – adopted, and Morgana).  As you can see, Morgan and his wives prefer to name their children in ways that their teachers can’t spell.  During the last checking of this edition before it went to press, we realized that Morgan did become the president of the United States in 1998; the movie was Deep Impact, otherwise known as “the other asteroid/comet movie.”

Select Filmography:

High Crimes (2001)

Nurse Betty (2000)

Amistad (1997)

Outbreak (1995)

Johnny Handsome (1989)

Glory (1989)

Driving Miss Daisy (1989)

Lean on Me (1989)

Street Smart (1987)

Teachers (1984)

Eyewitness (1981)

Brubaker (1980)
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In Memory of Our Uncle, Chao-Yen Chiu

June 24, 1941 – June 1, 2001

Success

To laugh often and much

To win the respect of intelligent people and the affection of children

To earn the appreciation of honest critics and endure the betrayal of false friends

To appreciate beauty

To find the best in others

To leave the world a bit better whether by a healthy child, a garden patch, or a redeemed social condition

To know even one life has breathed easier because you have lived

This is to have succeeded

Ralph Waldo Emerson

_________________________________________________________________________________
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