6
1

January 2001

[image: image1.png]



Special Literary Classics Edition

Welcome to Fan Mail!, brought to you by the Staff of Louise and Bob’s Movie Reviews!

This special Classics Edition will present you with some of Louise and Bob Movie Reviews’ interpretation of famous literary works and their presence in films.  We are rapidly replacing Kliph’s Notes as we become the premier choice during exams and thesis times.  Just a friendly reminder, please do not forget to cite us if you use us.

In this issue:

· Our NEWEST reviews on literature-inspired movies 
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(including the FIRST time that a revolutionary method of movie review is presented)

· Previews on movies coming to theaters near you
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· Behind the scenes with Winona Ryder
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· Our understanding of the Golden Globes
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This is a first look at our most recent reviews.  Being Fan Mail! Subscribers, you are privileged to get a first hand look at our comments.

“The Little Women” (1994)

Starring: Susan Sarandon, Winona Ryder, Gabriel Byrne, Trini Alvarado, Samantha Mathis, Claire Danes.

Directed by: Gillian Armstrong

Original Author: Louisa May Alcott

Genre: Drama

Submitted by: The Kitty Foofa

[image: image3.wmf]This adaptation of the famous classic is well tolerated.  The film features Winona Ryder, Kirsten Dunst, and company.  The movie follows the flow of the book somewhat.  This is a fairly difficult feat considering the original was pleasurably lengthy.  The acting was fairly convincing as we are swept by the passion, imagination, and dreams of these big girls.  This was an entertaining way to present this timeless story of sissy hood and family relations coupled with external factors and pressures.  However, it cannot surpass the book. For those who will not even entertain the idea of reading this book, please rent the movie to at least stay ahead of Rachel and Joey of “Friends”.  For those who are willing to immerse themselves in the words of Louisa May Alcott, you are to be commended.  Please, follow your dreams and conquer your goals.  The world is standing behind you with unwavering support. The movie receives 4 Go’s. 
“The Crucible” (1996)

Starring: Daniel Day-Lewis, Winona Ryder, Paul Scofield, Joan Allen, Bruce Davison

Directed by: Nicholas Hytner

Original Author: Arthur Miller

Genre: Drama

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

[image: image4.wmf]This film is based on the Arthur Miller’s play called, you guessed it, The Crucible.  Interestingly, Arthur Miller (already 80+ when the movie went into production) himself wrote the screenplay adaptation.  We won’t go into the plot, as many may recall the story line from the days of high school and/or college English (if you didn’t read it for English, we’ll give you a hint: its about the Puritan witch hunt trials).  While the movie is an accurate enough reproduction of the original, we cannot recommend the kids of today to watch it as a substitute for classroom reading.  Now, there is nothing to complain about in terms of acting, as Winona and Daniel did as good of a job as one can ask.  Daniel (playing the role of the adulterous John Proctor) was convincingly rugged, and Winona (Abby Williams) displayed such evil traits that made it easy for the audience, even Peas, to hate her.   The two originally had high hopes of Oscar nominations for their work, but neither brought home the award (we aren’t certain about this, but we believe neither was even nominated).  Aside from the two central character, our other favorites include Joan Allen (Goody Proctor) and Rob Campbell (Reverend Hale); a suggestion to you: don’t watch Face Off before this, since during the entire movie Peas mentally referred to Joan Allen as John Travolta’s wife, heh.  Good things aside, we were repulsed by the beating of Tituba from Barbados, the scene made Peas utter, “Forrest, why did this happen?”  The movie was good, yes, but it’s not something over which we could scream or shrill with excitement.  For this reason, and of course the Tituba beating, we give movie 3.5 Go’s.

“Sense and Sensibility” (1995)

Starring: Emma Thompson, Kate Winslet, Alan Rickman, Hugh Grant, Gemma Jones

Directed by: Ang Lee

Original Author: Jane Austen

Genre: Drama

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf]There are three main reasons for our interest in this film: 1) It’s an adaptation of Jane Austen’s 1811 work by the same title, 2) it was directed by Ang Lee, who just won a Golden Globe as we write in January of 2001, and 3) its got Emma and the bumbling, stuttering Hugh Grant!!!  Unfortunately, neither Peas nor Carrots have read the original novel, so we cannot comment on the onscreen accuracy.  From what we squeezed out of our sources, however, it seems that Emma (also the screenplay writer) added significant amounts of wit and satire to Austen’s messages.  Briefly, the story details an important period in a mother and her three daughter’s life (mainly the two older daughters) when they have just lost nearly all finances to a half brother (with an evil mom we might add).  The love interest of Emma (playing the role of Elinor) is a cousin, Hugh Grant (Edward Ferrars).  The middle sister, Kate Winslet (Marianne), is stirred passionately by the dashing Greg Wise (Willoughby), but is somewhat force-fed the more noble and stable Alan Rickman (Col. Brandon) – NOTE: we like Col. Brandon.  Needless to say, we were enthralled with this whole sequence of complications, and it never hurts to pick up a few accents here and there to amuse your friends.  The production is special in sprinkling lighthearted scenes (see Grant’s scene with the youngest daughter) throughout an otherwise serious film.  While the last scene didn’t quite make us cry, it did create some emotional tidal waves.  Hey, if you want to spend the money on a movie, might as well rent one of which you get something out, right?  Do you go on sense, or do you go on sensibility?  Go see this!  4.5 Go’s
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“Romeo and Juliet” (1996)

Starring: Leonardo Di Caprio, Claire Danes, Miriam Margolyes, John Leguizamo, Brian Dennehy.

Directed by: Baz Luhrmann

Original Author: William Shakespeare

Genre: Drama

Submitted by: Fluffy

[image: image8.wmf]This is obviously a remake of the classical tale by Shakespeare.  I can't really remember much about the movie except that with all of its moderning of times, the language was still in the old school funky style (which isn't necessarily bad).  As I recall, it was a entertaining movie but not something that was particularly memorable.  I would recommend it but if you’re in the mood for Shakespeare interpretations, try watching the Hamlet version with Mel Gibson.  I didn’t watch most of it, but the parts I saw was very good.  I would give the endless love story only 2 Go’s because it was not good enough for me to remember much about it.

Featured Film of the Month

“Stuart Little” (1999)

Starring: Geena Davis, Hugh Laurie, Jonathan Lipnicki, Brian Doyle-Murray, Julia Sweeney

Directed by: Rob Minkoff

Original Author: E.B. White

Genre: Kids/Family & Comedy

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

[image: image9.wmf]If you haven’t noticed, this issue of Fan Mail is dedicated to movies adapted from classic books – things that you read in high school English.  So why are we reviewing Stuart Little?  We weren’t aware of this at first, but Stuart Little is also a classic book, a classic CHILDREN’s book by E. B. White (who also authored the famous Charlotte’s Web).  Even though this is a family-oriented movie, it certainly is heavily packed in terms of the production crew – seriously, look into their credits and you might be pleasantly surprised.  As for the cast members, “almost” Olympian Geena Davis is mama, Hugh Laurie (a Brit) is baba, Jonathan Lipnicki is kid George, and of course, Michael J. Fox as the voice of the adorable mouse.  Some critics have satirically hinted that Davis is the one who looks more “computer-animated,” but us vegetable movie critics (get it, Peas and Carrots?) strongly disagree.  Sure, we were never fans of Davis, but we enjoyed her air of elegance and class in the film.  I think we are spending too much time on Davis, however, let’s get to Michael J. Fox’s voice and the mouse.  We will leave the bulk of SPFX issues to our colleague Blueberry Moose, but we want to add that without Fox’s voice contributions, the mouse probably wouldn’t have been as lively as he was.  In general the story was beautiful (credit to E. B. White), but we felt too much time was spent on the boat race and the Central Park chase (minus for screenplay).  We believe that more excitement could have been stirred up if they squeezed in more adventures of George and Stuart.  Still, this lone shortcoming isn’t enough to prevent us from giving this a “two-thumbs up,” oh wait, we don’t do that here.  We give this 4.5 Go’s: 4 + 0.5 for the beautiful décor of the Little Residence.

Submitted by: Blueberry Moose

Would you have ever imagined a “go-to-guy” to be about 7 inches tall?  Well Stuart Little is witty, keen and sly.  He miraculously gets himself out of hairy situations.  This mouse has seen more action than the children in Honey I Shrunk the Kids.  You must be wondering by now who put this combination of live-action (for a mouse) and groundbreaking visual effects technology together?  … who other than the artists and innovators at Sony Pictures Imageworks headed by the Chief John Dykstra.  They did exceedingly well in the movements of Stuart Little.  Did you know there were around 5 rough draft Stuarts? … most of which had a stocky stature … finally the special effects team went with the friendly and slender body shape. As my colleague stated the movie could use a little more adventure for Stuart.  In fact the producers hoped for their original action packed boat scene, which eventually got scrapped, once they found that it would take over half the movies budget to create. Even though the boat scene was slightly stunted, the use of digital effects to create a tiny mouse hero as well as the voice and movements for the cats’ mouths were quite convincing.  This movie receives 4 SPFX.

“Animal Farm” (1999)

Starring: Pete Postlethwaite, Kelsey Grammer, Ian Holm, Julia Louis-Dreyfus, Julia Ormond

Directed by: John Stephenson
Original Author: George Orwell

Genre: Drama

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

[image: image10.wmf]Okay okay, so we rented a TNT "made-for-TV" movie, yeah yeah, but it was a DVD (and it was only a buck), so there!!!  The film is an adaptation of George Orwell's famous Animal Farm.  Aside from getting the animals to "act," the actual process of "adapting" the book to the TV screen isn't really that difficult, since the producers can't really mess up as Orwell already wrote clearly and concisely.  For those who haven't read the book (you should, by the way, and it won't take you more than a few hours), the story begins with a revolt by various farm animals against their humanoid farmer.  Each animal character symbolizes a prominent figure in Russian/Soviet history.  For example, Napoleon represents Stalin and Snowball represents Trotsky.  If you get the DVD version like we did, you even get to see the complete list of symbols, cool huh?  So, the animals starts a revolution, following the ideas of Animalism, as professed by Old Major (their first leader and one helluva ugly pig), and then what?  Watch it, you won't regret it.  Final notes: 1) Have some imagination with regards to the animal "windmill" and 2) we have got to get ourselves one of those cute border collies!!!  4 Go's

"Arabian Nights" (2000)

Starring: Mili Avital, Alan Bates, James Frain, Jason Scott Lee, Vanessa Mae

Directed by: Steve Barron

Original Author: Who knows… It’s an Arabian Folk Tale
Genre: Fantasy

Submitted by: The Bunny Foo Foo

[image: image11.wmf]Well Alibaba had them forty thieves, sherharazade had a thousand tales.  Remember that?  the song from Aladdin that was so popular back in 1992?  Well, if you want to know more behind the song lyrics, do rent this movie.  Could I say it was a good movie?  Well, no, it's not the best or anything, but it was interesting enough to watch on a fourteen hour flight and if you have children, it would be a great family film.  Let's see, the highlights of this film, it has got to be Jason Scott Lee and Vanessa Mae.  Yes, Vanessa Mae, the violinist.  Not the Vanessa that sang "Save the Best for Last."  This Vanessa was one of those classical/pop violin divas that changed the way people view the violin.  Well, She should have stuck to that.  In my mind, that was not acting, that was something that most people knew how to do, play acting.  As for Jason Scott Lee, it is nice that he got into this movie to be Aladdin and all, but you know, I had higher hopes for this guy.  I thought he would make it in the film world where Asian males are typically shunned.  I thought...well, it's okay, let's just be happy for him.  As for the plot, it is nothing special and nothing new.  It is just the old tales that we've learn to love as kids.  Good stories with some twists.  That's all.  4 go's.  It got the one extra go because it really would make a good family film.
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OBEY YOUR DRY MOUTH!!

Official Drink of the Louise and Bob Movie Reviews

“Age of Innocence” (1993)
Starring: Daniel Day-Lewis, Michelle Pfeiffer, Winona Ryder, Miriam Margolyes, Richard E. Grant

Directed by: Martin Scorsese
Original Author: Edith Wharton
Genre: Drama

Submitted by: Louise and Bob

**This is the newest method of movie review that we are presenting to you in this special issue.  You will only see it with us!!  We know you are excited but try to calm down.   The format may be paying more visits in future editions.**

Bob: So first, what do you think about the movie?

Louise: It was..  um..  ok I guess..  not the greatest.

Bob: All I remember about it was that the director must really liked how people lived back then

Louise: I must admit I was kinda disappointed.  I like the fact that I got to see how people lived but still...  

 It’s ruining my image of that glorious time

Bob: really...I guess the love affair did not please you much?

Louise: I was thoroughly depressed by it.  I mean they supposedly has endless love and passion beyond 

 belief but everything seemed awkward.  And what's up with the constant need to lie in each 

 other's laps?  

Bob: LOL, true true Louise...I too find it disturbing that people during that time period by kneeling

Louise: And on the togetherness scale?  I say the Countess scored a negative 10.  Was wild her a 

 fashion statement during her time or just for her?

Bob: Hmm...perhaps, perhaps.  But I do have to comment on the style in which the film was made.  I do 

         not appreciate the gilded, yet jaded look of the film.  It is tiring to the eye.  

Louise: Yes, and cheapens the film and the time period, as if they lived in faded and tarnished 

 surroundings.  It’s as if we're always trying to clean our glasses because everything looks so 

 cloudy and not crisp and clean.

Bob: I propose extra crispy be the choice for films, and fried chicken.

Louise: I concur.  delta sigma kappa dolphin.  over and out.

Bob: Huh?

Bob: And so we move on to the ending...I thought it was rather touching, yet disturbing

Louise: From Crimson Tide!!  Come on partner, we got to get with the game or else we'll be eliminated!

Louise: It was..  The husband's ultimate faithfulness was worth commending.  I'll give him that.

Bob: Give him that and half my dear.  But I realize that we have limited time here so let's move on to the 

         most important question.  How many Go's?

Louise: Um, I give 3.  What about you?

Louise: Difficult?

Bob: I concur, delta sigma kappa dolphin.  It did not deserve 4 Go's that's for sure, although in my HS 

         English teacher's mind, sex in books deserves 5 Go's.

Louise: Um, thanks for that tidbit.  We'll keep it in mind..  Nice chatting w/you.  Mission Complete..

Bob: Good chatting with you also, hugs and kisses.
[image: image12.wmf]
Although we have not personally viewed these films, we would still like you to know first hand what we think of the movies. 

 Note: The reviews are completely speculative and based purely on our biases and ignorance.

[image: image13.wmf]
Hannibal – The sequel to the famous and memorable Silence of the Lambs appears to be a decent film.  With Scully from X-Files playing Clarice, the audience remains convinced.  The cast is impressive and worthy of a few dollars.  However, the audience may soon realize that the film is the same old thing.  The same old frights and mind games with the same old suspense.  Thus, for those of you who did not get enough of the original, here’s your chance for a second dose.

[image: image14.wmf]Valentine – Hmmm…  a horror film during one of the most romantic times and using one of the most treasured symbols for couples?  The idea seems workable and perhaps even catchy.  The film centers on attacking individuals during their most vulnerable and most easily touched moments.  For those who indulge themselves in good horror, this may be worth a three point shot.  But for those like Louise who cannot even endure the sounds and sights of the commercials, this is definitely not recommended.

Head Over Heels – A movie centered on the frenzied and unpredictable lives of young folks.  The cast is the expected Freddie Prince (who fits this role so well and thus may be destine to play these characters if he doesn’t do anything concrete about it) and company.  The movie narrates a typical guy and girl love relationship, from its initial development to its conclusion.  Does it really matter?  We’ve all seen this type of film.  It offers a light-hearted and superficial instant, instant, instant gratification.  You be the judge!

Down to Earth – Um, an interesting movie we must say.  Chris Rock the comedian dies in the beginning of the film only to find himself to come back to planet earth inhabiting another body.   Through this out and in body experience, he is transformed into a better individual, whatever that means.  With Rock holding up the movie, there’ll most likely be some funny moments.  However, we suggest you save the money for your valentines and rent the video.

Saving Silverman – This film focuses on a group of friends trying to save their amigo (who is probably in that group as well) from marrying the wrong women.  They do so by attempting to unite him with his long lost love.  The plot is barely, barely, barely interesting and the cast is dull.  We send out strong warnings against the viewing of this film on ANY occasion because the viewers will quickly be thinking how to save themselves.

You Can Count on Me – This film is worth watching in every way.  It explores the complexity of sibling love and relationship.  A sister and brother are reunited after years and years of separation.  Their bonding and sharing is touching and worth watching.  As the el presidente pointed out, “All the critics rave about this movie!!  Go watch it!”  If you are in the mood and gathered up some change from you sofas, give this film a chance.  You can count on it!!  


The most intimate information about some particular celebrity will be disclosed. 

 Note: Again, we do not claim to know all the facts.  The information presented is based only on speculations.

“Winona Forever”

- Tattoo on the biceps of Johnny Depp, eventually altered (Johnny mon, did it hurt?) to “Wino Forever”  

  after breakup.

When the staff at louiseandbob.com reviews a film with Winona Ryder in it, we always wonder: What is she like in real life?  What was her family like?  And what are the major influences in her life?  To answer these questions, we dug as deep as the internet allowed us.  Read on, and get ready to be fascinated by the wildly talented Winona Ryder.  Winona was born on October 29, 1971 in Winona, Minnesota as Winona Laura Horowitz.  Need we mention that she was named after the town?  Actually, Winona probably received the least interesting name in the family, as she had a half sister named Sunyata, half brother named Jubal, and a younger brother named Yuri.  Winona’s parents were (and still are?) very much part of the hippie culture, as the dad owns Flashback Books specializing in literature from the 60s, and the mom films counterculture videos.  Additionally, Winona had Timothy Leary as godfather (yeah, literally the godfather of LSD) and had Allen Ginsberg as a FAMILY FRIEND.  Though born in Minnesota, Winona grew up in an electricity-deficient commune in Petaluma, CA (the land of the chicken breeders).  A well-known family “pastime” involved driving a psychedelic bus (what the hay is that?) named Veronica.  Seriously, if we wanted to, we can probably spend no less than 10 pages just on this portion of Winona’s biography, but onwards we go.

As one can imagine, Winona’s background (and also her lanky body and short hair) made her a prime target for schoolyard bullies.  In an interview sometime somewhere, Winona revealed that at the age of ~10, she was mistaken for a gay boy, and suffered a fractured rib after being slammed into a lockers (she should have sued the school I tell you!).  After that “pleasant” experience, she persuaded her parents to just let her “study at home.”  Even that didn’t last long, however, as Winona soon enrolled for classes at the American Conservatory Theater.  At age 13 she attracted enough attention from the talent pickers and first auditioned for a part in “Desert Bloom.”  Though the part eventually went to Annabeth Gish,  Winona soon received her turn playing a teen cheerleader in “Lucas.”  When asked how she liked her name to appear in the credits, Winona decided to change her last name to Ryder, after Mitch Ryder, one of her dad’s favorite singers.

Ms. Ryder didn’t take long to emerge as a first rate actress; her breakthrough work is “Beetlejuice” (hmm … we think its time to watch that again) in 1988, which is followed by “Heathers, Great Balls of Fire” and “Edward Scissorhands” in 1989.”  Francis Ford Coppola seemed to enjoy Winona’s talent, as he first penned her for the role of Mary Corleone, a.k.a. “I love you, cuz” in “The Godfather, Part III.”  But when that didn’t work out because Winona caught some vicious flu bug, Coppola immediately worked with her to do “Bram Stoker’s Dracula” in 1992 (by the way, it was originally supposed to be a TV movie!). 

Winona’s extreme versatility in her acting ability can be represented by the adapted works of “The Age of Innocence”, “The Crucible”, and “Little Women”.   Interestingly, Winona played Daniel Day-Lewis’ perfect wife (May) in “The Age of Innocence”, but countered him as the vindictive Abigail Williams in “The Crucible”.  Just looking over her movie credits, its obvious that Ms. Ryder is passionate about books and well-read in literature; she was the lone cast member of “Bram Stoker’s Dracula” to have read the novel.  In addition to roles in adapted works, Winona has also starred in intensely psychological works such as “Girl, Interrupted” and “Lost Souls”.

Noni (nickname) stands at 5’4”, and weighs a mere 100 lbs.  For the film “Alien Resurrection”, however, she trained 6 hours a day to build muscles, though we think she has since lost any weight gained during that time.  Winona remains very close to her family (she lives in San Fran, and her parents still live in Petaluma, 45 miles north of San Fran).  Noni’s favorite food is pasta made by her dad, and her favorite book is J. D. Salinger’s “Catcher in the Rye”.  We leave you with a quote from Winona, “Whenever I’ve had choices to make, I’ve known how to make them.  I don’t know if that comes from the 60s … But it’s a wonderful thing to know.”

Filmography:

Autumn in New York (2000) ,

Girl, Interrupted (1999)  

Celebrity (1998) 

Alien Resurrection (1997) 

Little Women (1994)

Bram Stoker's Dracula (1992)

Edward Scissorhands (1990)

How to Make an American Quilt (1995)
Reality Bites (1993)

The Age of Innocence (1993)

Boys (1996) 

The Crucible (1996)

And the randomness continues…


Dear Readers,

Re: The Golden Globes

What a sham!!!  Now, now, I know everybody always think these award shows are biased and mainly used to just have fun.  But when a film like "Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon" missed being nominated for best picture, we just feel like we have to stand up and do something.  Did y'all see the film?  The movie has romance, it has action that makes "The Matrix" look retarded, and most of all, it has culture.  You know how people always complain that China is so closed and so little is known about it?  Well, here is your chance guys (Although we must emphasize that this is a Taiwanese film representing marvelous the work of a Taiwanese director).  So while we do not want to punish our viewers, we do want to make a point.  Therefore, the MISC section will not be appearing in this issue of FAN MAIL and if you do wish to see some more miscellaneous facts on movies, we suggest you write to your local congress person and get "Crouching Tiger,  Hidden Dragon" nominated for Best Picture at the Oscars. Consider that a non-threat.  Thank you for your time and understanding.

Sincerely,

Louise and Bob.

__________________________________________________________________________________


Louise and Bob’s Movie Reviews

























Register for the First Annual Louise and Bob Movie Reviews’		Last Name:_______________ First Name:______________


Run For Your Life…					Address:_______________________________________


from sub par films… 5K Run/Walk      		Phone:___________________Email:_________________





» 1% of the proceeds will support		Amount Enclosed: $__________Payment Method: __________


   “A Better Movie-Going Experience” 	              (Entry fee is $20.  Additional donations are greatly appreciated.)   


» Qualifier for the Yemen 42K March		Signature:________________________Date:_________





Co-Sponsored by the Run Like Hell from SUVs Marathon
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