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Welcome to Fan Mail!

Brought to you by the Staff of Louise and Bob’s Movie Reviews!

In this issue:

· Of course, our latest movie reviews…

· One film we particularly want you to see…or not…

· Getting down and dirty with hunk-a-hunk-a Ben Affleck…

· What the Automobile industry doesn’t want you to see…
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This is a first look at our most recent reviews.  Being Fan Mail! Subscribers, you are privileged to get a first hand look at our comments.
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“Boys and Girls” (2000)

Starring: Freddie Prinze Jr., Claire Forlani, Jason Biggs, Amanda Detmer, Alyson Hannigan
Directed by: Robert Iscove

Genre: Comedy, Romance

Submitted by: Busboy

Best way to describe this movie is cute.  It has a lot of charm and if you’re in the mood for a silly, teenage/young 20s love flick you should give this one a try.  Freddie Prinze Jr. plays Ryan a nerdy late teenager, and Claire Forlani plays his beautiful best friend Jennifer.  First of all, before we get any further into the plot, why would you spell prince with a z?  Are you too cool to spell prince like a normal person?  Why are people named Prince so weird and feel this need to perverse their name?  Okay, enough with that.  Well, Ryan and Jennifer don’t start off as friends.  They’re two kids who initially don’t get along but continually run into each other.  The thing I don’t get is why beautiful Jennifer bothers to stop and talk to Ryan every time she runs into this geek?  I don’t get it.  Whatever.  Each time they run into each other, the conversation becomes more involved until they start to share their latest breakups with each other and decide to make their companionship a regular thing, but only as friends mind you.  Well you can imagine what happens next.  This movie is not half bad and will cheer you up if your roommate is kicking you out of his house because his girlfriend doesn’t like you.  But that’s another story.  3.5 Go’s 
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“The Remains of the Day” (1993)

Starring: Anthony Hopkins, Emma Thompson, Christopher Reeve, Tim Pigott-Smith, James Fox

Directed by: James Ivory

Genre: Drama

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

We really really really liked this film, and that’s all we have to say about that.  No, serious, we thoroughly enjoyed this film, and we can’t say enough good things about it.  The plot weaves together the emotions of the servants at the Darlington estate (the butler, the under-butlers, and the housekeeping team) with some interesting bits of politics before and after World War II.  The movie is actually an adaptation of a novel by Kazuo Ishiguro (Peas seems to recall some nice-looking works by this author back from his shelving days at Amazon.com), and we think Hannibal, I mean Anthony Hopkins, and Emma Thompson did more than enough to spark the audience’s interest to go read the book if they haven’t already.  Speaking of Mr. Hopkins, when he isn’t eating people, he is simply delightful.  We don’t know if we are looking way-too-deeply into this, but Anthony transformed every commonplace dialogue into something just short of amazing.  Of course, Hannibal, I mean Mr. Hopkins, would not have been so spectacular if he didn’t have someone of equal abilities countering him; in this case, we believe there could have been no better choice than casting the lovely Emma.  Both were nominated for the Academy Awards for their excellent work, though neither won (we shall have to check which two individuals beat them).  Additional thoughts: 1) We were saddened by superman (Christopher Reeves) in this film – just think, he is in a wheel chair now.  2) We liked all that exchange about “the birds and the bees” and the “glories of nature.  3) What’s up with that story about the tiger in India and the play on words with “no discernable trace of blah blah blah?”  We will leave you with one final word, dignity, my friends, dignity.  We give this 4 Go’s – just because it is really not a film suitable for most moods.
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“Road Trip” (2000)

Starring: Breckin Meyer, Seann William Scott, Amy Smart, Paulo Costanzo, DJ Qualls, Tom Green

Directed by: Todd Phillips

Genre: Comedy

Submitted by: Blueberry Moose

Cheating on loved ones has been an American past time for years.  This movie attempts to pinpoint the age and environment in which people start down the dark path.  This movie seems to give many excuses where cheating in a long-term relationship is not really cheating at all: example living in different area codes, too drunk to remember what happened, and so on.  Why is this important to the movie road trip - because like many college students, cheating is inevitable.  Road Trip features Josh (Breakin Meyer), a student at Ithaca College, who some how sent the evidence of this immoral act off to his girlfriend in Austin, TX.  How does a weenie like Josh then handle a situation like this - with an 1800 mile Road Trip where Josh and 3 other students from his college will stop at nothing to obtain the evidence, that’s how!  This movie has some absolutely hilarious scenes that will take many of you back to your crazy days, and if you like Tom Green the Third, this is definitely a must see.  I must say my college-life was not as exciting but you know I still have a semester left.  3.5 Go’s, MON.
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“Scent of a Woman” (1992)

Starring: Al Pacino, Chris O'Donnell, Gabrielle Anwar, James Rebhorn, Philip Seymour Hoffman

Directed by: Martin Brest

Genre: Drama

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

Believe it or not, Al Pacino got his first Best Actor Oscar in this film; we were somewhat surprised at this fact, given Al’s shining career following his performance in The Godfather.  In Scent of a Woman (could probably be more appropriately named The Scent of Women), Al plays a retired, blind, grumpy Lieutenant Colonel who is living with his niece’s family.  Pacino’s co-star, Chris O’Donnell, plays a less-than-wealthy prep school student who is on some sort of scholarship.  Al and Chris cross paths when Chris obtains a Thanksgiving job watching over Al while the family is away in Albany.  What happens next is anything but your typical weekend between young and old guy, and we guarantee that you will thoroughly enjoy the movie.  Some observations: 1) if you watch this with a potential significant other, there are sections where you might get a bit, um, embarrassed due to big Al’s foul mouth (funny, yes, but filthy nonetheless), 2) Pacino’s continual use of words such as “see”, “look”, or “watch” is quite amusing, and 3) if you have a notepad available, make sure you jot down some “pickup-lines” from the film – use them, and you are sure to get slapped.  The film title was unique since there are no actresses with roles comparable to that of Pacino and O’Donnell.  Despite the lack of significant female roles, the tango-dancing Doh-na (Gabrielle Anwar) nevertheless made her impact, and we promise that you will watch the breathtaking tango scene more than once!  As you might expect from reading our comments up till now, we really want to give this 5 Go’s, but as critics with conscience, we decided to take away 0.5 Go’s for the following aspects: 1) some unnecessary scenes (see Ferrari), 2) over-done prep school atmosphere, and 3) cruel little kids.  We leave you with two favorite quotes, “If you get tango-ed up, just tango on,” and “may we join you, so we can keep the womanizers from bothering you.”  Based on a novel by Giovanni Arpino.  4.5 Go’s.
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“The Cell” (2000)

Starring: Jennifer Lopez, Vince Vaughn, Vincent D’Onofrio, Marianne Jean-Baptiste, Jake Weber

Directed by: Tarsem Singh

Genre: Sci-Fi, Thriller

Submitted by: Busboy

Searching for some visual eye-candy?  This movie with its colors selection and set design will grab your attention.  The boldness and originality of costume and set design made for unexpected entertainment.   And oh yeah J. Lo. is in this movie.  But her best ASSet is not as well featured as they are in other movies.  The plot is sort of sci-fi but really this is more of a psychological trip.  J. Lo is a young psychologist sent in to the mind of a serial murder to find where the last abductee is hidden.  The killer’s mind is disappointingly predictable.  The movie does use visuals very well to create emotions and small scares.  Ultimately the plot is disappointment and the performances unmemorable.  Go rent this is you’ve been stuck looking at gray.  This movie gets 3 Go’s based on the genre which I like…psychological thrillers.
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OBEY YOUR CHAFED LIPS!! 

OR USE A CHAPSTICK…

Official Drink of the Louise and Bob Movie Reviews

Featured Foreign Film of the Month
“Tien Mi Mi (Comrades - Almost a Love Story)” (1996)

Starring: Maggie Cheung, Leon Lai, Eric Tsang

Directed by: Peter Chan

Genre: Foreign, Romantic Comedy

Submitted by: Louise and Bob
Stealing the title from a hit Theresa Tang Song (an adaptation of a well-known south Asian folk tune), this movie proved to be a big hit and a breakthrough film for Leon of some sort.  Although Leon is often deemed as the most useless of the 4 entertainment gods of Hong Kong, Leon shines through in this performance.  Starring the always loved Maggie Cheung and once again, Leon Lai, this film describes the love affair of two mainland China immigrants who are both trying to make their way in the westernized, cosmopolitan city of HK.  This film takes place in 3 stages of Leon's character's life.  The bachelor stage, the husband stage, and the divorced stage.  

The first stage opens with Leon arriving in HK hoping to start a living and make a life in preparation for "bringing out" his wife in Wu Xi, China, Maggie's character hopes to uproot her life in the mainland and transform into the modern HK woman.  Although different in ambitions, they are similar in background and eventually found a partner in each other, for business and pleasure.  But while all this seems like a decent love story, don't forget the lovely fiancee back in the homeland for Leon.  While he continues to "step on two boats," Maggie is fed up with this lifestyle and leaves him.

In the next segment, we are introduced to Leon's wife-to-be and also Maggie's new boyfriend Bao.  While we do not approve of Bao's character and lifestyle, we do recognize that he genuinely cares for Maggie and appreciates this couple.  But what we were not able to comprehend, is the timing of Maggie and Leon's relationship being reignited at this point.  And to top it off, when Leon finally gets the guts to end his marriage (

a mistake from the start) to his wife, Maggie encounters a difficult situation with Bao and in choosing the easier way out, she leaves for Taiwan with Bao.  

Now, years later it seems, we are in NYC.  Leon is a chef (okay okay, just a cook) and Maggie also arrives with Bao.  By now, we figure you should find out the ending for yourself.  Although we have disagreed with this relationship from the start, we want to know what you thing of all this.  Oh right, the director does at one extra touch at the finale of this film.  It's a good edition in our minds.  Gives us the full circle feeling.  Although we enjoyed the acting and the plot is refreshing, it does not pass the morality grade and therefore, would only receive 4 go's in our book.  One last reminder, guys, don't make the mistake of Leon; and girls, well, don't date guys like Leon.  Love and Peace to All.  Sincerely, Louise and Bob.
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Did you remember to say the magic words?

Featured Film of the Month

“Wonder Boys” (2000)

Starring: Michael Douglas, Tobey Maguire, Frances McDormand, Robert Downey Jr., Katie Holmes

Directed by: Curtis Hanson

Genre: Drama, Comedy

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

We watched this movie onboard a trans-Pacific flight; though we were already quite travel-weary by the time they started showing this, we managed to stay wide awake from beginning to end (which is enough of a complement to the film already).  The key to enjoying this film is surviving through the first massive rush of chaotic messed-up-ness in the first 15 minutes or so.  Let us just start you off with SOME of the events just in the beginning of the movie: 1) somebody gets dumped by his wife, 2) somebody gets a high-ranking university administrator pregnant, 3) somebody shoots the dog of another high ranking university personnel, 4) somebody steals a jacket once worn by Marilyn Monroe, and 5) somebody shows up to a literary festival with an iffy sexually-oriented date.  “Holy mackerel” is a phrase you might use, we chose to look at each other and say, “what the?”  So, that’s all we are going to say about the plot; with a beginning like that, we dare say that very few individuals would be able to predict where the movie goes from there.  We really enjoyed the performance of Tobey Maguire in this film, who plays an odd, but immensely talented literary student.  We also think that the scriptwriters attempted to clear up Michael Douglas’s image by having him DISCOURAGE (what a shock) the advances of a student (Katie Holmes), heh, if you know what we mean.  We should also mention that the film is based on a novel by Michael Chabon, who is an alumni of the University of Pissburgh, I mean Pittsburgh.  We can’t be sure if the University of Pittsburgh was the institution used in the film, but at the very least the movie was set in darkish/wettish Pittsburgh.  A final minor detail that excited us was the appearance of Mel (the plastic surgeon from the TV show Fraser) towards the end of the film.  We believe Wonder Boys is one of those films where the audience either love it or treat it as trash; we liked it, and we are giving it 4 Go’s.

Submitted by: The Bunny Foo Foo

Dude, this film was whack!  Well, it certainly helps the film when you are on an 18 hour flight and sitting in economy.  But to tell you the truth, although it has no flow to it, it still was pretty good.  While this is a film about an award winning writer, it does have a very literary kind of feel.  Now many of you out there may not understand what I’m saying exactly, but seriously, films like this just have that right kind of feel, atmosphere while the plot may just be totally strange.  The all-star cast of Michael Douglass, or better known as the husband of Catherine Zeta-Jones, our lovable druggie, Robert Downey Jr. (don’t you think he is playing the same role almost all the time?), and young stars like Tobey Maguire and Katie Holmes do a tremendous job of acting.  While Michael Douglass may not seem like an award-winning novelist, he does fit the part of a washed-up genius.  I don’t know how to describe most of this film.  It is more connected than the likes of Magnolia and Pulp Fiction, but it really does not give you the full circle feeling like The Sixth Sense.   Perhaps maybe this was developed from a novel and as usual, there was just too much to incorporate into the film.  I have always had a dilemma about that.  While I feel that good books should be visualized, it seems extremely difficult to do a good job.  Perhaps the original work was well connected and each “incident” had a special meaning, but it came out on screen as really, just a spoof.  Call me crazy but I will give this film 3 go’s.  Maybe it was the movie, or maybe, it really was just the plane ride.
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The most intimate information about some particular celebrity will be disclosed. 

 Note: Again, we do not claim to know all the facts.  The information presented is based only on speculations.

During the month of LOVE, we here at louiseandbob.com wish to remind our readers – Do not forget your best friends, or even regular friends, in the process of “HOOKING UP.”

As huge fans of the movie Good Will Hunting, we will forever remember the scene towards the end when Ben Affleck knocks on Matt Damon’s door, only to find the apartment completely cleaned out – do you remember?  Well, do you?  We don’t know if it’s us getting overly mushy and sentimental, but that sure was a nice way to show the special friendship between Ben’s and Matt’s characters.  Of course its probably too hard to tell about the true relationship between Matt and Ben these days, especially with the colorful ways Hollywood can screw up relationships, but we sincerely hope that Ben and Matt are as good friends as the characters were in Good Will Hunting.  Therefore, in honor of special friendships, the February and March issues of the FanMail will include biographies on Ben Affleck and Matt Damon, respectively.

The tall hunka-hunka (he is 6’2”) was born in Berkeley, CA on August 15, 1972 to a very typical middle-class family; Ben’s mama was schoolteacher, and his papa was a drug rehabilitation counselor.  Using the standard stereotype, we would have to say that Ben’s family contains a whole lot of love.  Ben had one younger brother, Casey, who also became an actor (By the way, we think Casey isn’t as big of a hunk as Ben, but you can’t blame him though, since younger brothers never look as good as the older one.  Hmm… we think we will be fired soon for making that comment – monster.com?).  Ben did not stay in CA long enough to become weird like typical Californians (thank goodness), however, as his family moved into the Boston area when he was very young.  Soon after the move, Ben became involved in a PBS series called The Voyage of the Mimi (Mimi?), which specialized in marine biology themes.  Thanks to this role, Ben became huge among junior high chikas!  We would like to add a small story here: young Benny asked his mama for a dog, and she required him to pass the imaginary dog test for a week – a.k.a., walk and feed an imaginary dog.  Unfortunately, Ben lasted only for 5 days, and … no dog.

That year was certainly important for young Affleck, since he also became friendly with Matt Damon; Matt was two years older, and lived only down the street from Ben.  Unlike many of the other actors and actresses for whom we have done biographies, Ben did finish high school in relatively okay shape – he is an alumni of the Latin High School in Boston (which is pretty good last we checked).  After graduating high school in 1990, Ben then attended University of Vermont (for 1 year) and then Occidental College in CA (also 1 year).  Needless to say, Ben did not get any sort of degrees from those two institutions, but perhaps someday he might get an honorary doctorate from Hahvahd for making fun of them in Good Will Hunting.  After these brief tries at higher education, Ben set out for Hollywood, and began appearing in TV movies.  

Affleck’s first small role in bigger project came in 1992 with School Ties.  He then was casted in Dazed and Confused in 1993 and Mallrats in 1995.  Unfortunately for both Ben and Matt, they were both experiencing difficulties finding quality work that they liked.  So what did they do – they only wrote one of the better screenplays in recent memory, Good Will Hunting.  They then teamed with director Gus Van Sant and Miramax to make the critically acclaimed movie, which eventually landed Ben and Matt the Oscar for Best Original Screenplay (we still remember watching them going onstage for the award).  Almost instantaneously, Ben achieved star status, and he really don’t got to worry about getting no quality work no more.  We won’t list the big name movies Ben has since appeared in, because we are sure y’all know what they are.  In addition, since this biography is getting a bit too long already, we won’t add that bit about Ben and a certain Gwen.  

We always like to leave you with some goofy comments or stories, and we sure got a weird one for you here.  One week before starting the Ben Affleck biography, one of us had a dream with Dana Stubblefield (the football lineman – big big lineman).  Weird you say?  Then we started to dig into Ben’s information, and we found that he was once knocked unconscious by that very same Dana Stubblefield during the filming of Reindeer Games.  Spooky huh?

Select Filmography:

Pearl Harbor (2001)

Bounce (2000)

Reindeer Games (2000)

Dogma (1999)

Forces of Nature (1999)

Shakespeare in Love (1998)

Armageddon (1998)

Good Will Hunting (1997)

Going All the Way (1997)

Chasing Amy (1997)

Dazed and Confused (1993)

School Ties (1992)
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And the randomness continues…

We now bring to your attention some of the ugliest cars you can find roaming in your neck of the woods.  Please do not be angered by our rankings – we are merely reinforcing some well-known facts.

Presenting, the five ugliest cars ever, by the staff members of louiseandbob.com

The Bunny Foo Foo
Busboy
Fluffy
1) Pontiac Aztec
1) Daewoo Laganza
1) Jitneys

2) Toyota Echo
2) Mercury Grand Marquis
2) USPS Mail Trucks

3) Ford Crown Victoria
3) Volkswagon Jetta
3) Nissan Sentra

4) Acura CL
4) Geo Metro
4) School Buses

5) Hyundai Sonata
5) Plymouth Neon
5) Electric Cars

The Kitty Foo Fa
Peas and Carrots
Blueberry Moose
1) Nissan Maxima
1) Pontiac Aztec
1) Pontiac Aztec

2) Pontiac Aztec
2) Toyota Echo
2) Oldsmobile Bravado

3) Nissan Altima
3) Acura Integra (w/ high spoiler)
3) Chevy Caprice

4) Nissan Sentra
4) Nissan Sentra (Pre 1999)
4) Volkswagon Fox

5) Mercedes Minivan-SUV (same thing)
5) Chevy Lumina
5) Chevy Lumina

And there you have it…

_________________________________________________________________________________


Louise and Bob’s Movie Reviews
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