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Welcome to Fan Mail!  Brought to you by the Staff of Louise and Bob’s Movie Reviews!

In This Issue:
· Our NEWEST movie reviews
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This is a first look at our most recent reviews.  Being Fan Mail! Subscribers, you are privileged to get a first hand look at our comments.

"Billy Elliot" (2000)
Starring: Gary Lewis, Jamie Bell, Jamie Draven, Julie Walters, Jean Heywood, Stuart Wells

Directed by: Stephen Daldry

Genre: Drama

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

Billy Elliot is set some time around 1984-1985, during a large-scale miners' strike in the British northeast.  The story concerns a young boy who discovers his talent and passion for dance; not just any dance, however, but the ballet.  As one can imagine, Billy's toughened mining father and brother does not exactly "fancy" the idea of Billy becoming a ballet dancer.  Initially, the father sends Billy off to a hall where he is supposed to learn how to box.  Unfortunately for dad, Billy's attention begins to wonder across the hall as he repeatedly gets his arse kicked.  What is across the hall?  That is where a former dancer is teaching young girls how to do the 'dew, I mean, ballet.  Of course, dad and brother eventually find out about Billy's secretive adventures, and they sternly warn him not to dance no more.  Obviously, there is a turning point, as even the hardened hearts of striking miners can be touched.  The plot is emotionally packed, and is told well by the superb cast members (keep your eyes out for Billy's friend, Michael).  Additional notes: 1) Beware, male viewers, there are some family scenes that may trigger some tear duct action if you are not "careful," 2) The music complements well, and there are actually times when it felt like a musical, 3) What's up with that pillow fight? 4) You may feel the urge to jump on your mattresses after watching this.  We will certainly rent this after it comes out on video, as this is one of those movies with more symbols than we could handle in one viewing.  And for all you macho-men who think the ballet is for sissies, well, chances are, the 25-year old Billy has more muscles than you!  We have no doubts about this winner, 5 Go's all the way!

“Keeping the Faith” (2000)

Starring: Ben Stiller, Edward Norton, Jenna Elfman, Anne Bancroft, Eli Wallach, Ron Rifkin, Milos Forman

Directed by: Edward Norton

Genre: Comedy 

Submitted by: Busboy

So a catholic priest, a rabbi, and a protestant girl...sounds like the beginning of a bad joke but it’s the basis of this quirky romantic comedy.  Jake Schram (Ben Stiller), Brian Finn (Edward Norton), and Anna Reilly (Jenna Elfman) are three best friends who grew up together in Manhattan braving the bullies and the harshness of City life.  Anna moves away, while Jake and Brian continue their friendship even as Jake becomes an ultra-hip unorthodox rabbi (get it? Unorthodox? I kill me) and Brian becomes a charismatic priest.  The young energetic men play to packed houses due to their articulate and youthful style.  Anna returns to their lives after blossoming into a beautiful high-powered corporate businesswoman.  The three pick up where they left off.  The chemistry, spontaneity, and closeness are quickly reestablished and three musketeers are once again all for one and one for all.  Both boys are immediately smitten with Anna’s beauty and unchanged sunny disposition (Well who wouldn’t be? It is Jenna Elfman).  Maybe because Jake is still in practice (rabbis can have sex) or Anna actually likes Jake over Brian, Jake and Anna start a secret love.  Well, marrying a shixa (Hebrew word for non-Jewish girl) is deeply frown upon if you’re Jewish, marrying a protestant as a rabbi is an absolute no no.   Meanwhile, Brian struggles with his vow of chastity.  He realizes he loves Anna but his job, his vow, and his congregation forbid it.  Eventually you know where this is headed.  Yet, this story is plain and simply charming.  Lots of fun and somehow pulls off the plot you can see from the Mir Space station.  Edward Norton and Jenna Elfman are great, and yes, even Ben Stiller doesn’t stink.  Go out rent it...you won’t be sorry.  4 go's

“What Women Want” (2000)

Starring: Mel Gibson, Helen Hunt, Lauren Holly, Marisa Tomei

Directed by: Nancy Meyers, Bette Midler

Genre: Comedy 

Submitted by: Louise and Bob

Power to women!  Yippee!  A strange idea that's for sure.  Mel Gibson plays the "Man's man," the son of a Las Vegas showgirl, an employee of a high powered creative advertising firm, and one sex crazed playboy.  Helen Hunt, on the other hand, comes in to Mel's company, beats out the macho man for his job and worst of all, guides the company towards female oriented marketing.  Amidst all of his troubles, Mel encounters a freak accident and electrocutes himself but instead of sending him to his death, it gave him the strange power of being able to hear women's thoughts.  Although the remainder of the film was rather predictable, it is rather amusing to all and even pleasing to women.  Mel Gibson was able to shed his action hero image quite successfully in the film but some questions his role as the charming, charismatic, hunka hunka.  Helen Hunt although looking good in this film, does not successfully portray the togetherness needed by her power position as the creative director.  Maybe only in her opening scene.  But regardless, the couple was engaging and overall, a good match.  And the film will inevitably be the success of the season.  We give it 4 go's for its entertainment value.  One thing we do have to mention, why does the film industry insist on linking sex with love?  Why can’t love be just that?  Dating, or just simply loving the idea that you are in love.  Perhaps we are too idealistic, or perhaps, we are just the only clean people left on this planet.

“Mission to Mars” (2000)

Starring: Gary Sinise, Tim Robbins, Don Cheadle, Jerry O’Connell, Connie Nielsen

Directed by: Brian De Palma

Genre: Sci-Fi, Adventure 

[image: image3.wmf]Submitted by: Busboy

What can I say about Mission to Mars? Not much considering the movie was so boring I fell asleep.  Twice.  Each time I woke up the monotony and the pace put me back to sleep.  This movie tries to be sentimental and inspiring like Contact but the direction stunk.  The script was so predictable.  Hell I rewind the movie through the parts I missed, and I didn’t need to listen to the dialogue so I started fast-forwarding.  Go out dig a ditch in your backyard; it’d be more interesting than this movie.  The special affects you make with aluminum foil would probably be more believable.  I think the basic code I wrote in 5th grade computer class had more visual realism than this.  Don’t go.

“Dead Poet’s Society” (1989)

Starring: Robin Williams, Robert Sean Leonard, Ethan Hawke, Josh Charles, Gale Hansen, Dylan Kussman

Directed by: Peter Weir

Genre: Drama

Submitted by: Busboy

[image: image4.wmf]This movie is a great one for children in middle school to high school ages. I’m sure some college students could also relate to this.  The movie starts off in a rigid prep school in New England.  The kids are told what to do, but not why.  Trained and geared to gain admission to Ivy League colleges, the kids have never learned to be free-thinkers.  Enter John Keating played by Robin Williams.  From the initial introduction to his class, Mr. Keating wanted to prepare the kids to follow their hearts and minds not their fathers’ will. To prove a point, he asked three students to walk around in a circle.  Each person starts off at their own pace some slow, some jerky, but by the end the three kids had conformed to each other’s rhythms, marching in perfect stride.  Mr. Keating wanted to show the ease of conforming to others.  Yes the movie gets “cheesy”, but the cast is wonderful and the story touching and inspirational.  The antics of the kids as they follow the new “carpe diem” (seize the day) philosophy of Mr. Keating are hilarious and inspirational.  Can’t miss for most school age kid.  Because of the mature themes the students encounter on their path to self-discovery, parental guidance is suggested.  4 go’s.

"Hanging Up" (2000) -

Starring: Meg Ryan, Diane Keaton, Lisa Kudrow, Walter Matthau, Adam Arkin

Directed by: Diane Keaton 

Genre: Drama, Comedy (yeah whatever)

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

[image: image5.wmf]Hanging Up is actually based on a novel by Delia Ephron; in fact, the sister of Delia, Nora, is the screenplay writer known for getting Meg Ryan top level work for many years now.  As Meg fans, we really try hard to say nice things to promote her films, but this mess, um...I mean, movie, was not something we really enjoyed.  The cast members were recognizable enough, with Diane Keaton, Lisa Kudrow, Walter Matthau, and of course the lovable Meg.  If you have seen the trailers, you might assume that these four big names are equals in this film...WRONG!!!  Keaton and Kudrow do next to nothing except being annoying; HECK, we paid more attention to the GIGANTIC dog than those two.  The secret for deciding whether you should rent this or not, is to ask yourself these questions: Do you enjoy talking on the cell phone and HANGING UP the phone? Do you own and love your SUV?  Do you like Martha Stewart? And do you enjoy an affluent southern Californian lifestyle?  If the answer is yes for the above four questions, go rent it.  We answered no, thus it is understandable that we are going to hammer this film in the ratings.  We won't bother talking about the plot, since we don't want to re-suffer through its chaotic-ness/heaviness, but we will say that: 1) SUV drivers certainly didn't get an image boost with this movie, 2) if you use the cell phone as much as the three sisters, GET HELP! And 3) what's up with that doctor and his mom?  Don't get us wrong, there were meaningful messages to be relayed in Hanging Up, but to quote my bosses (Louise and Bob): A movie is SUPPOSED to be entertaining!  2 Go's, one of them for having Meg Ryan.
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                                               Fresh off the Boat

                       That’s our name!  Don’t wear it out!!!!
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                       Note: It is not a family of Bushes, not a key chain 

                                   (key fob), not friends of Bill, and not food of Brazil!

                                             This message is paid for by the ITS.
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Although we have not personally viewed these films, we would still like you to know first hand what we think of the movies. 

 Note: The reviews are completely speculative and based purely on our biases and ignorance.
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Family Man – This movie starring Nicholas Cage and (Green) Tea Leoni plays with an idea that fascinates us all.  They probe the ever-popular question, ” What if we had made different choices in life?”  In the movie, Nick is forced to look a the events that would have occurred if he had married his longtime sweetheart and abandoned his current fast-paced corporate life where he is probably making millions, can have anything and anyone he desires, living a life in absolute luxury, indulging in fine dining on a daily basis, and envied by millions.  But all that is beside the point.  The audience is left to wonder if he had made the right choice.  The plot appears interesting and may be worth the ticket.  But if time does not permit due to holiday rush, watching it on video will in no way place you at a disadvantage.

Dracula 2000 – Another one???  Geez Louise, wasn’t the Winona interpretation enough?  Why is there need for another representation of this classic?  We anticipate that this film will simply come and go quietly.  It is most likely not worth the time .  Watching the video may even be an extreme waste of time.  The plot would most likely be not surprising and the cast is far from impressive.  Please save yourselves this holiday season.

Cast Away – This movie features one of our favorites Tom Hanks.  Based on our insightful observation, he was cast away…  on an island and left to become emaciated.  Little evidence is given to reach a better understanding on the events leading to his unfortunate circumstances and the conclusion to his situation.  Just beware, this may be a national geographic film.  However, Hank’s efforts in applying realism to the film should be commended.  It may be worth it to simply see Hanks turn from a blubbery blob into a skeleton, all overstatements of course. 

Ms. Congeniality – Oh my Yahweh, why is she still making movies!?!?  We here at Louise and Bob simply cannot comprehend her on-going presence in the film industry.  This movie has no plot and has no potential for even an ounce of entertainment value.  The cast, even including Ms. Congeniality herself, is not tolerable.  After viewing this movie, one will only have feelings of hostility.  Now, do we need to add on more rudeness and lack of consideration to this holiday season??

[image: image10.wmf]Finding Forrester – Looking for Forrest Gump?  Lost in the Forest?  No, this supposedly touching movie tells the story of a young African-American student in inner city attempting to further his interest and talent in writing.  Guided by the supposedly famous but eccentric Forrester, he hopes to achieve this goal.  This movie will probably be more or less poignant and inspiring.  But it’s not for all.  Do your research before making a commitment. There are no warranties, no insurance policies, and no roadside assistance.   

[image: image11.wmf][image: image12.wmf]
[image: image13.wmf]


The most intimate information about some particular celebrity will be disclosed. 

 Note: Again, we do not claim to know all the facts.  The information presented is based only on speculations.

“Some years I’m the coolest thing that ever happened, and the next year everyone’s so over me.”

- Cherilyn Sarkisian La Piere

We know we know, you are thinking, “Who the freck is Cherilyn Sarkisian La Piere?”  Of course, you don’t have to start searching on the internet for answers, because that’s OUR job, and we have already done it for you!  This Cherilyn Safdjisoafnoda!@# is the birth name of Cher, the … um … “pop culture icon.”  Cher was born on May 20, 1946 (and who would have guessed that 54 years later, an even greater icon, Ah-bien, sworn in as the president of Taiwan) in El Centro, California.  Cher was born into a lower income family, and gosh darn-it, she grew up in that same, lower income family.  Supposedly, it was this state of poverty that she tried to escape by becoming a “go-go” dancer, at the age of 16.  By the way, wasn’t she underage for that kind of “show business?”  The staff of Louiseandbob.com calls for the arrest of the owner of that “go-go” joint!  In 1963 (let’s see now, she … was 17), Cher met and quickly married singer Sonny Bono; the two practically instantly became the immensely popular singing duo, “Sonny and Cher,” (yes we know, how original).  Seriously though, we are quite happy for Cher, life simply doesn’t get much more fairy-tale-ish than this.

Aside from recording hits such as “I Got You, Babe,” Cher made regular appearances on variety shows, and also worked in three films, including Good Times (1967).  Eventually, however, the music choices of the people shifted, and Mr. And Mrs. Bono changed focus to The Sonny and Cher Comedy Hour.  The audience (and “the people upstairs) apparently liked the show enough to let it go on for 3 years.  By 1974, the couple began to have problems, and they eventually divorced in 1975 … June 26, 1975 to be exact.  The interesting thing is that Cher promptly got married to Gregg Allman in 1975; we think the United States Congress should pass a law forbidding divorcing and marrying within a 12-month period.  During the late 70’s, both Sonny and Cher experienced tumbling ratings in their respective TV series; they even tried to work together in 1977 to do the Sonny and Cher Show (again, extremely original name – no wonder it got terminated in the same year).  

As many of you know, Bono eventually left show business to become a politician; as for Cher, she began to look for work on the big screen.  In the beginning, the industry criticized Cher mercilessly (hey, we still do that), but Cher shocked many with fine performances in Come Back to the Five and Dime, and Jimmy Dean, Jimmy Dean, both released in 1982.  The very next year, Cher received her first Oscar nomination (Best Supporting Actress) for her role in Silkwood; here she played the lesbian roommate of Meryl Streep.  In 1985, Cher won the Best Actress award at Cannes for her performance in Mask.  It is also during this time that Cher’s “unique” image … um … took off.  What image you ask?  Well, her “direct” speech pattern, her tastes in tattoos, her exhibitionistic clothing, and her tendencies for personnel clashes were all traits associated with the name Cher.  

By this time, Cher is already considered by most as a first rate movie star; in 1987, Cher advanced her resume by winning the Oscar for Best Actress with Moonstruck (please see a very good review of this film by Peas and Carrots at our website).  Cher has since appeared (some for starring roles, some for cameos only) in The Witches of Eastwick (1987), Mermaids (1990), The Player (1992), Ready to Wear (1994), and Faithful (1995).  One note of interest … in Mermaids, Cher was so upset with direct Frank Oz that she got him replaced!  At the same time, Cher continues to record music (although some have commented that her music is “increasingly irrelevant”) as well as doing exercise videos and selling cosmetics on infomercials.  If Cher were a baseball player, scouts would characterize her as a “five-tools star,” meaning that she can do it all!

To finish up, we like to throw some miscellaneous information about Cher at you.  Cher has two kids, Chastity Bono and Elijah Blue Allman (is that son or daughter?).  Between her two marriages, Cher dated David Geffen, a producer; boy she sure squeezed in a lot of men in 1975.  Lastly, Cher was diagnosed with dyslexia at the age of 30.  Now that you know quite a bit more about Cher, what do you think of her decision to sue for a significant chunk of deceased Sonny Bono’s money?

· Tea With Mussolini (1999)

· If These Walls Could Talk (1996) Also Directed
· Ready to Wear (1994)

· Player (1992)

· Mermaids (1990)

· Moonstruck (1987)

· Silkwood (1983)

· Good Times (1967)


To sum up Y2K, the merry staff of Louiseandbob.com would like to present to you our picks.
Top 5 Films of 2000

Louise and Bob – 

1. Romeo Must Die – Gotta be Jet.

2. Space Cowboys – Have not laughed that much in a long time.

3. What Women Want – Helen Hunt got nice skin

4. Mission Impossible 2 – Excitement and suspense, all in one.

5. The Audrey Hepburn Story – Elegance, sophistication, she just teaches us so much.

Peas and Carrots - 

1. Billy Elliot - Yes, his English is a bit hard to understand, and yes, his "ballet" is somewhat unorthodox (to us anyways), but Jamie Bell is so powerfully expressive in his emotions that ... even tough mining union dudes should see it!

2. Gladiator - Aside from Russell's lovably ROUND head and butter-melting rugged-ness, he also has one magnetic presence on the screen.  Pea suggests that all men should start talking like Mr. Crowe...believe me, it will work wonders.  "What differences can I make, I am only a slave..."  Russell, you are quite wrong about that.

3. How the Grinch Stole Christmas - We have been Jim Carrey fans ever since the Ace Ventura movies, even during his "down" periods.  Although in Grinch you probably can't see much of Jim Carrey's face, you can definitely feel Jim's magical comedic talents, however.  Because of Mr. Carrey, we say Grinch ranks near the top in Christmas-type movies, even better than Home Alone!

4. Romeo Must Die - Sure, Jet Li doesn't talk much, but a guy with his talent doesn't need to!  Oh ... if only we could have one-tenth of his spectacular abilities and unforgettable smile.
5. Erin Brockovich - The truth is, we didn't think the Hoolia (or the film) was particularly special when we first saw this film without headphones on the airplane.  In the subsequent viewings (with sound), however, we were once again captured by Hoolia's stunning smile.  As we noted in our review of the film, we are quite certain the real life Erin has to be thrilled to have Hoolia portraying her.  No, Hoolia, it’s not the "boobs," it’s your gigantic smile.
(As you can see, Peas was over-zealous and took this project further than we anticipated.  But we do commend his enthusiasm and hope he understands that we do appreciate his hard work and dedication).

Busboy –

1. The Contender – I just cannot get enough orgies.

2. The Quill – Kate Winslet and Geoffrey Rush?  So gross that it’s a must see.

3. Meet the Parents – Ben Stiller might just be funnier than Adam Sandler

4. Romeo Must Die – Gotta be Aaliyah.

5. Blair Witch 2 – She’s so hot she scares me.

Fluffy – 

1. Romeo Must Die – Jet, Jet, Jet, Pick yourself up and try again.

2. Dinosaur – Graphics and Dinos, helps me deal with Post Jurassic Park Syndrome.

3. Scary Movie – Funny as heck.

4. Mission Impossible 2 – Not as good as the first one, but surely deserves our mention.

5. Meet the Parents – Also funny as heck.
Blueberry Moose – 

1. The Legend of the Drunken Master – Jackie Chan’s classic, and a classic it is.

2. Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon – Ang Lee teams up with Chow Yun Fat man, good good.

3. Romeo Must Die – Jet is the mack.

4. Shanghai Noon – This movie is haha funny, heehee funny, and hoho funny as well.

5. Unbreakable – Indian director, makes me cry.
To conclude Y2K, we would like to thank the following special sponsors:

	Elegance Fashion           

5389 New Peachtree Road

Chamblee, Georgia

Come here for the latest from Shanghai, the hippest from Guangzhou,

and even alterations!


	China Kitchen               

5385 New Peachtree Road

Chamblee, Georgia

Good oil sticks with one napkin, noodle soups in stained bowls,

and your MOM too! 


	Little Scissors 

3145 Briarcliff Road, NE

Atlanta, Georgia

A little harassment is no reason to miss out on the gregarious stylists, 

incomprehensible dialogues, and motorized massages !!  

PS. For best experience, go alone.  You will not regret it!


	Comedy Plus Video        

5389-D New Peachtree Road

Chamblee, Georgia
Movies, variety shows, soap operas, and all your bare necessities!

Rewind is not divine.

A proud member of the right to bear arms campaign.
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The problems of today, is not war, is not hunger, it is not incurable diseases.  Instead, it is the SUV!


Remember…


FRIENDS DON’T LET FRIENDS DRIVE SUVS!!!


�			 �	





PS, Friends also don’t let friends drive Nissans!
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