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Welcome to Fan Mail!

Brought to you by the Staff of Louise and Bob’s Movie Reviews!

In this issue:

· Our NEWEST reviews commemorating the FOLLIES of WAR






· Special Feature: The Patriot




· Behind the scenes with Mel Gibson, the Brit killer







· Learn about the fuzzy history behind April Fool’s Day







Dear Readers:


In this issue, we bring to you the reviews of a series of brutally vivid war films.  We decided to combine these powerful productions in the April issue of Fan Mail to relay one message: War is Foolish.  Its April Fools, we rather see you FOOL AROUND than start wars.  By the time this issue is sent out to you, Memorial Day will be upon us.  We sincerely hope that during your holiday barbecues and beach outings, that you do not forget the individuals who performed the ultimate sacrifice.

- From the members of Louiseandbob.com
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This is a first look at our most recent reviews.  Being Fan Mail! Subscribers, you are privileged to get a first hand look at our comments.
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“Saving Ryan’s Privates” (1998)

Starring: Mark DeCarlo

Directed by: Craig Moss

Genre: Short Comedy, War

Submitted by: Busboy

Okay okay, just kidding.  It is a real production, although only seven minutes long.  This funny funny funny short feature is about war heroes who must save their buddy's privates.  And that’s all we care to mention about it.
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“Saving Private Ryan” (1998)

Starring: Tom Hanks, Tom Sizemore, Jeremy Davies, Edward Burns, Giovanni Ribisi

Directed by: Steven Spielberg

Genre: Drama, War

Submitted by: Busboy

This film was an amazingly realistic and powerful portrayal of WWII combat.  The movie opens with an attention grabbing U.S. amphibious assault of German occupied shoreline on D-Day.  The continuous barrage of bullets piercing through men as they blindly charge a German controlled embankment was a profound tragedy.  I literally shook with sorrow.  The immense amount of casualty and the acceptance of “acceptable losses” created pervasive sadness.  And against the awesome-ness of this first scene we’re shown the names of the soldiers who died.  Among them was a private named Ryan.  Back in the United States, the audience is shown a room full of typists churning out death notices and regret letters to the families of the dead soldiers.  One typist notices a name that appears repeatedly, Ryan.  The typist brings the death notices to the colonel who then calls the general.  From the carnage and senseless destruction of lives in that first scene, comes a strange, idyllic, unpractical, and heroic mission: to save the last son (out of four) of a Mrs. Ryan of a typical rural town in America’s heartland.  You ask; why should one Private James Ryan (Matt Damon) be saved when there are millions of young men dying in the same war?  Maybe there is no logical reason, but to spare one frail mother in the heartland of America from the sorrow of losing yet another son is admirable, commendable, uplifting, and maybe worthy of the lost needed to find and save this James Ryan.  This is the one lit candle in a field of darkness.  A Captain John Miller (Tom Hanks) is given command of a small squad of men to find Private James Ryan who is a paratrooper.  His last known duty was a parachute drop over the Alps of France.  His plane came under heavy fire during the drop and he may already be dead.  It is Captain John Miller’s squad duty to find Private Ryan and bring him home safely to his mother: at all costs.  This story of soldiers trying to find the last son of a mother is heroism at its best, which gives Americans comfort even in this time of death.  I can’t fully describe how powerful of a movie this is.  It brings you through the range of emotions and leaves your heart full of sadness, yet with hope.  Plus, there is always that Barry Pepper, who gave a great performance as a wisecracking sharpshooter.  5 Go’s.
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“The Thin Red Line” (1998)

Starring: James Caviezel, Sean Penn, Ben Chaplin, Nick Nolte, Elias Koteas, Dash Mihok

Directed by: Terrence Malick

Genre: Drama, War

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

The truth is, we aren’t really sure if we understood this film even though we watched this three times (we admit that we x2-ed some of the slow confusing parts).  Did the writers and producers hide a message and we are just plain too stupid to decipher it?  Or perhaps the movie should just be taken the way it is?  Anyway, the story is set during the Guadalcanal conflict during WWII (one of the bloodiest encounters between Japan and US) as the army dudes are called into relieve the marine tire-as-hell dudes.  During the taking of a bunker, and then a Japanese settlement, the audience is shown “portraits” of various soldiers as they work through the terrors of war.  We enjoyed the way war is displayed in The Thin Red Line – minimal blood spurting and body part flying.  Don’t get us wrong, there is violence, lots of it, but you don’t see much prolonged sufferings.  While other movies like The Patriot and Gladiator sometimes make me cringe with pain, this movie’s action sequences made me tremble with fear.  We realize that many of you won’t like this nearly as much as Saving Private Ryan, aka the “other” WWII movie, because the plot development of The Thin Red Line is a bit odd.  We still urge all of you to go, however, since we really appreciated the way this movie portrayed war.  4 Go’s.
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“Schindler’s List” (1993)

Starring: Liam Neeson, Ben Kingsley, Ralph Fiennes, Caroline Goodall, Jonathan

Sagalle

Directed by: Steven Spielberg

Genre: Drama, War

Submitted by: The Kitty Foo Fa

The famous Oscar quality film depicting the horror and tragedy of the Holocaust will move all audiences.  It centers around the life of Mr. Schindler, who begins as a selfish and adulterous individual.  Once again, we must mention that the usage of nudity in the film was unnecessary.  After his own encounter with the Germans at the time, he realized his ability in doing some good in midst of all the human sacrifice.  He opened a factory and utilized Jews as employees, in order to save them.  The film gives the audience an all too real depiction of the Holocaust, from the torture to the fear to the deaths.  One can't help but be saddened by the injustice done on these individuals.  It is one of the best films one can see to understand the struggles of that time period.  We now only await other films that will tell the story of other groups of individuals who also had their fair share of sufferings and death.  The film is spectacular, memorable, and receives 5 Go's!

[image: image8.png]



“Braveheart” (1995)

Starring: Mel Gibson, Sophie Marceau, Patrick McGoohan, Catherine McCormack, Angus MacFadyen

Directed by: Mel Gibson

Genre: Drama, War, Romance

Submitted by: Blueberry Moose
53 million bucks were spent on Braveheart, and it still had some serious flaws!  Sure, we know we are probably being a pain in Pinky’s arse, but that’s because we need to be tougher on big blockbusters.  To its credit, Braveheart does display incredible cinematography, costumes, and direction, and the quality of these areas effectively hides the problems with plot and character development.  Briefly, Braveheart is set in Scotland during the Dark Ages.  The story tells of a Scot commoner’s fight for freedom against the oppressive King Edward.  William Wallace (Mel Gibson) is the leader of the Scot freedom fighters; and he is fighting for freedom as well as vengeance: his father, grandfather, wife, etc all perished in the hands of the “evil” English.  I thought that there was excessive violence in the film. There are endless spearings, stabbings, beatings, etc, and I have no choice but to conclude that the movie is both pro-violence and pro-war.  Wallace is depicted as near invincible in hand-to-hand conflict, killing dudes all over the place, including several after an arrow has punctured his chest (but he wasn’t as good as the horses, because horses simply don’t die in this film).  To justify the carnage, the English king is depicted as one ugly, evil incarnate, needing only to shoot lightning out of his fingers to match the wickedness of the emperor in the Star Wars episodes.  Aside from the beautiful cinematography, I also enjoyed the grand scenes created by extras, stuntmen, and Gibson’s direction.  When you view this movie, do keep in mind that historical accuracy in epics is not always important to a film's quality.  Personally, I believe that any non-documentary production should be treated as fiction anyway, and so, I will give it 4 Go’s despite some critical shortcomings.
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“Gladiator” (2000)

Starring: Russell Crowe, Joaquin Phoenix, Richard Harris, Connie Nielsen, Djimon Hounsou

Directed by: Ridley Scott

Genre: Action, Drama

Submitted by: The Kitty Foo Fa
The best film of 2001?  We think not.  Not only do we question the legitimacy of the best film award given to Gladiator, we also doubt the awarding of best actor to Russell Crowe.  In our eyes, this film was no more than Braveheart and Mel Gibson is mucho hunkier than Russell Crowe.  His acts with minimal effort (and no, we aren’t talking Ken Griffey hitting HRs with minimal effort), and it shows on the screen.  Unlike the past winners of the best actor or best actress award, the award is given for one’s realistic portrayal of human emotions.  Crowe did nothing of that sort.  He acts with bland facial expressions and really, is just a more depressing copy of George Clooney.  In contrast, Crowe's co-star (Joaquin Phoenix) exudes pure hatred and arrogance and his acting should have been commended rather than Crowe's.  To make matters worse, the plot is mediocre at best (what’s up with that ending?).  Like we said, this quality of the film is "sub-Braveheart" and fails to capture the audience's full attention.  We can name many other films that provide more entertainment and value but never received the Oscar.  Although this film may not have been much as an award winner, it still shined through and that is partially credited to the depressed state of the film industry and their lack of ability to produce quality films.  This receives 3 go's.  Way overrated.
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Foreign Features

“Regeneration” (1997) – UK/Canada

Starring: David Hayman, James Wilby, Jonathan Pryce, Jonny Lee Miller and Stuart Bunce
Directed by: Gillies MacKinnon

Genre: Psychological drama, War

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

Of all the war films we have ever viewed, Regeneration stands out with its unique approach to the horrors of war: psychologically.  Regeneration involves the stories of a mental health institution, its residents, and its director.  The hospital is a place for war "loonies," for British soldiers who suffered breakdowns during WWI.  The committed soldiers are colorful and diverse, as they arrived from different battle groups, different fronts, and for different conditions.  While the movie is overwhelmingly gloomy, it is refreshing to see a picture focusing on the mental tortures of war.  Do keep in mind that one should brace themselves for two hours of sobering, heart-sinking "entertainment" if this is your rental for the weekend.  It won't give you the type of SHOCK treatment common in the other movies included in this Fan Mail, but it certainly will stir up sadness somewhere deep in your heart.  We especially enjoyed two of the characters, the aspiring poet and the hospital director - who dwelled so hard to help the sick that he himself began to show loony symptoms.  4 Go's if you are in a serious mood, 0 Go's for those silly-loony-nights. 
“Yi Yu (A Home Too Far)” (1990) - Taiwan

Starring: Chun Hiang Ko, Andy Lau, Chung Hua Tou, Jean Wang
Directed by: Yen-Ping Chu

Genre: Romance, Drama, War

Submited by: Peas and Carrots

This film is based on a book by Po Yang (under the pen name of Deng Ke Pao).  Yi Yu relates the story of a division of the Nationalist army from 1949 into the late 1950's.  As the Nationalist army ran all over the place like a headless chicken (they were beaten up badly by the commies), this particular division actually leave the Yunnan Province and enters the feared area called the Golden Triangle.  Note to readers: the Golden Triangle is a large mountainous area overlapping three states: Myanmar (formerly Burma), Laos, and Thailand. The main commercial activity for this area is drug trafficking.  Now back to Yi Yu. The division, termed "lone army" by many, now has to endure hostile armies from three nations (mainly Burma), druggies, and their own government.  The truth is, the Nationalist government now based in Taiwan never fully recognized this division, and the only account of their blood and tears is Po Yang's book.  The movie featured Ko Chun Hiang, the #1 tough guy of Taiwan, Andy Lau, the #1 hunk of all ethnic Chinese, and Tou Chung Hua, our favorite actor with the hot girlfriend (wait, are they still together?).  As with most war films, it does hurt to watch this, especially if you are a Nationalist army veteran. 3 Go's - we hope they make a more documentary-like longer feature in the future, if they do that, we will give that one 5 Go's. 

[image: image11.png]



Featured Film of the Month

“The Patriot” (2000)

Starring: Mel Gibson, Heath Ledger, Joely Richardson, Jason Isaacs, Tcheky Karyo

Directed by: Roland Emmerich

Genre: Drama, War

Submitted by: Louise and Bob

The movie, starring two stars from the outback, tells the tale of the American Revolutionary War.  Mel Gibson, an ex-war hero (French and Native American War), was forced to take part in this battle following a personal tragedy.  In an act of revenge, he rounded up the aimless and talentless common men to fight for their freedom against the British.  His experience and leadership amazed his people and startled the British.  This is a touching movie portraying both romantic and familial love, although not enough of either.  We do have to comment that the inclusion of an incest (wait, is that considered incest?) relationship between Mel and his sister-in-law was somewhat disturbing.  Let's just take a moment to reflect on the consequences of a relationship between our dads and our aunts.  As war movies go, it has its fair share of ex Veep Al Gore, with fairly primitive weapons and idiotic British manner of warfare of course.  The theme of this film may feel overdone, predictable, and a bore to watch.  However, it is worth the chance.  Louise was personally impressed and not depressed.  The film receives 4 Go's!

Submitted by: Busboy

Every time I see Mel Gibson I think of Braveheart.  Yes he gained stardom with Lethal Weapon, but he made his mark with Braveheart.  By the way this movie is just like Braveheart, but with a diminished epic feel.  A widower, Benjamin Martin (Mel Gibson) refuses to allow his sons to fight for the newly formed colonial army.  Despite being of age and of equal stubbornness, the sons are kept at home.  Finally, the oldest son, Gabriel, through brute whining, gains the father’s permission.  Mel Gibson makes a deal with the commander that his son take a position as a messenger and be kept out of the main lines of battle.  While delivering a message through British battle lines Gabriel is hurt and returns home to receive care.  During that time, the British soldiers search the home for American soldiers and find Gabriel.  As the British were about to drag the oldest son away to be hanged, the second youngest son runs out to stop the slaughter.  He is shot before Benjamin’s eyes.  The oldest son is dragged away.  Did I tell you Mel Gibson’s character was a former officer in the British army - a highly decorated and respected soldier in the French and Indian (politically incorrect alert) War.  Benjamin launches into action.  Rounding up his best muskets and his two younger sons, Benjamin meets the British troops carrying Gabriel.  Despite the odds, and the rather improbable sharp shooting by two young boys, the oldest son is retrieved.  Because of the death of his second son, Benjamin is determined to end the conflict and receive his revenge.  The action scenes are decent.  The storyline is no Braveheart but how many are?  I give this movie 3.5 Go’s.

Submitted by: Peas and Carrots

To start off, this film should not be titled The Patriot; it would be more appropriate if it was called The Revenge of a Father Who Couldn't Make Rocking Chairs.  Realistically, it made more sense commercially that The Patriot chose to show less history book ideology in favor of the emotions of regular Joes, circa 1776.  Afterall, not everyone fought the Revolutionary War for the same reasons as Mr. One, Ten, and One Hundred Dollar Bills. On the other hand, that choice ensured that The Patriot would not come close to masterpieces like Glory or TV mini-series The Blue and the Gray.  Certainly, The Patriot would never be shown in Mr. Junkin's 8th grade history class. The truth is, this film wouldn't be much of anything without the attraction of Mel Gibson the Brit killer. We fully understand that it is impractical for a picture to completely adhere to historical accuracy, but The Patriot goes a bit too far in perpetuating populist notions about the Revolutionary War. Additionally, we are annoyed by the movie's attempt to sprinkle in political correctness, but I guess them people have got some QUOTAs to fill. The Patriot shares the same writer with Saving Private Ryan, and shares the same director with Godzilla - so it does have the necessary blockbuster lineage. The film was visually well done, with lots of green and red (no, not Christmas), and it did keep about 70% of our attention (my cousin's speakers kept the other 30% of my attention). Lastly, we were upset by the movie's evil designs to extract tears from us by casting Susan: "I'll say anything you want, Daddy ..." Too cute. 3 Go's.
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The most intimate information about some particular celebrity will be disclosed. 

 Note: Again, we do not claim to know all the facts.  The information presented is based only on speculations.

Picture this, Mel Gibson in the role of James Bond.  Hm.  

Select Filmography:

Mad Max (2000)

The Patriot (2000)

What Women Want (2000)

Lethal Weapon 1, 2, 3, 4

Ransom (1996)

Braveheart (1995)

Maverick (1994)

The Man Without a Face (1993)

Forever Young (1992)

Hamlet (1990)

Tequila Sunrise (1988)

The Road Warrior (1981)
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And the randomness continues…Presenting the 1st issue of www.tabloid.louiseandbob.com
Coming Out Of The Closet -- Recently, Hollywood is busily buzzing about the latest dispute in the newlyweds Brad Armpitt and Jennifer Anuston-Armpitt.  Supposedly when Jen was looking in her hubby's million-dollar closet, she found a shoebox filled with "sexy" pictures of her hubby and his ex, Gwenyth Paltroll. This is an especially sensitive topic for Jen for she is obviously aware of the well-viewed romance between her hubby and his Pal-Troll.  She even made the effort to perm her gorgeous curly locks straight because she knew that was what her hub had liked about his Pal-Troll.  Thus, after finding these photos, the outraged Jen confronted Brad and he quickly explained that everything is in the past and that he didn't even REMEMBER these pictures (stupid excuse).  He even pointed to all the dust that had collected on the photos as evidence for the absence of these pictures from his memory.  After countless explanations, Jen finally agreed to look past these disgusting memorabilia and look to the future that was in front of them.
A Dirty Neck No More! -- The hottest item in the Hong Kong movie industry is just now doing their spring cleaning!  Actor Daniel Chan aka Dung Dung and his girly friend, Chang aka Dirty Neck are rumored to be in splitsville.  Dung Dung is strongly denying these reports and still insists on hallucinating about their relationship.  However, Dirty Neck reveals everything with her new single "The Advantages of Not Being in Love".  It looks like this couple is history!  Their good friend Ronald Cheng may make a move and grab the rebounding Dirty Neck (or maybe even Dung Dung).  He has always admired Dirty Neck and may be upset that Dung Dung never told him about his interest in her.  Poor Ronald had to find out the heart-breaking news of their hook-up through the newspaper, even his well-connected, leather jacket wearing, Pantene-using sister in Atlanta didn't know.
_________________________________________________________________________________


Louise and Bob’s Movie Reviews































Place stamp here








http://www.louiseandbob.com
Atlanta, GA ( Raleigh, NC ( Newark, DE ( Miami, FL ( Seattle, WA ( New Brunswick, NJ


