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II.
In the novel Their Eyes Were Watching God Zora Neale Hurston shows us the life of a girl named Janie and the adventures she engages in. As Janie ages and experiences more her values and understanding of life matures as well. Looking at the events that compose Janie’s life and the evolving status of her nature, one may consider her a hero thereby viewing her life as a hero’s journey. Janie is a hero, and Hurston effectively portrays Janie’s heroism by separating her from what she knows and understands, having her love and trust for Tea Cake tested, making her refuse a return to her hometown, and through the reward of Tea Cake’s love.
III.
A hero is a person that has done something extraordinary or is one who ventures onto a quest of self fulfillment. In Their Eyes Were Watching God Janie wishes to find happiness through “marrying and giving in marriage”(11) but is initially restricted from beginning her quest for love by Nanny. Nanny is Janie’s grandmother and sees marriage as a way to secure ones future, even at the cost of a loveless marriage, so “out of Nanny’s talk and her own conjectures” (21) Janie decides “yes, she would love Logan after they were married” (21). The marriage between Logan and Janie begins her spiritual hibernation, a temporary suspension that prevents Janie from finding love. Before Janie truly begins her journey she leaves Logan and marries Joe Starks, however not for him representing “sun-up and pollen and blooming trees,”(29) but because “he spoke for change and far horizon” (29). After their marriage Joe moves with Janie to Eatonville, a new, all colored town of which Joe helps create through his innovations and prosperous nature. Once with the responsibility and dedications he always wanted though, Joe begins treating Janie with an indifference and absence of love until the point comes to pass where she feels “the spirit of the marriage [leaves] the bedroom and”(71) takes “to living in the parlor”(71). Janie tells herself that Joe has to be something of worth to her, “he’s got tuh be else Ah ain’t got nothin’ tuh live for”(76). Life did not get better with Joe and Janie started to imagine herself “under a shady tree with the wind blowing through her hair and her clothes”(77). Janie fully understands her unhappiness when Joe falls ill and finally passes away. Soon after Joe’s death Janie hears a calling for her to begin her pursuit of happiness and it comes to her in the form of Tea Cake. 


Tea Cake steps into the store and grins at her “as if they had a good joke together”(94) and Janie “was in favor of the story […] before she even heard it”(94). Then Tea Cake buys tobacco and offers to teach Janie how to play checkers and Janie finds “herself glowing inside. Somebody wanted her to play”(96). Joe was different than this Tea Cake; he treats Janie with respect and she feels “as if she had known him all her life”(99), “he could be a bee to a blossom-a pear tree blossom in the spring”(106). Janie believes she is in a situation where it is time to step out of the ordinary; she “lived Grandma’s way, now [she] means tuh live”(114) her’s.


Once Janie leaves Eatonville to meet Tea Cake in Jacksonville she begins her journey to love and be loved. The only thing on Janie’s mind is of marrying Tea Cake and following the procession “they stayed at home and rested that night […in] the room he had been sleeping in for two weeks all by himself waiting for her to come”(116). Even during all their “spending and doing”(117) Janie is constantly haunted by the fact that “things might not turn out like she thought”(117) and begins to worry when she finds “her two hundred dollars [is] gone”(118). Janie decides to search for the money but is only reminded of the warnings Phoebe tells her early on. Janie enters an abyss that is compounded with the knowledge of Annie Tyler and what happened to her; a parallel situation that existed for Annie Tyler now exists for Janie and could leave her broken. As it turns out, Tea Cake had spotted the money before going to work and “made up his mind to see how it felt to be a millionaire”(122), however Janie does not like this and “specks tuh kill [him] dead”(124) if he ever comes back from an enjoyable event without taking her. After Janie turns Tea Cake loose and gives him “privilege tuh tell [her] all about”(125) himself, Tea Cake decides to take Janie “down in de Everglades round Clewiston and Belle”(128), to a place he calls the muck.


Janie and Tea Cake’s first test comes during work down in the muck, when “a little chunky girl [takes] to picking a play out of Tea Cake in the fields”(136). Janie believes that Tea Cake is not taking the matter seriously and that he is not fending “her off as promptly as […] he ought to. A little seed of fear was growing into a tree. Maybe some day Tea Cake would weaken”(136). Tea Cake does not weaken, he knows and tells Janie that “dat lil chunk of a woman […] ain’t good for nothin’”(138). Janie and Tea Cake’s final test is the hurricane that presents itself late in the novel. Although plenty of warning presented itself, “de money’s too good on the muck”(156) to leave for a hurricane. The hurricane brought a screaming wind and things began “hurtling and dashing with unbelievable velocity”(159). Tea Cake and Janie venture outside and try to outrun the lake and succeed in surviving until the “storm blew itself out”(166). 


The escape from the hurricane causes a run in between Tea Cake and a dog, who gives him rabies with a bite to the face. Tea Cake goes from being a man that has captivated Janie’s love, to being a shell of a body where Tea Cake is no longer present. Janie’s most difficult decision is when she is forced to shoot Tea Cake; it is her final battle, an internal struggle that shows her love for him and that frees him from the terror that is controlling him. 
Reward?
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