INTRODUCTION
My name is Lisa Kenney and I’m a member of the IBS support group, The Lotronex Action Group and I’m also a long term sufferer of IBS for over 10 yrs. The only reason I’ve made it here today from New York City is because of an emergency ration of Lotronex given to me by my compassionate & supportive Gastroenterologist. I appreciate this opportunity to be heard on behalf of 100’s of thousands of IBS patients, many of whom are unable to attend today given the debilitating symptoms of severe intestinal pain and diarrhea. Without Lotronex, our lives are now once again severely compromised in ways no other person can possibly understand except for the IBS patient, our families, friends and our Doctors.  We are imploring the FDA and GlaxoSmithKline to PLEASE return our only hope in controlling IBS by restoring The single most effective and safe IBS medication called Lotronex. 

BODY  
Prior to Lotronex, living with IBS was a nightmare. By my senior year in college, I knew that life would never be normal. Every normal event was met with great trepidation and uncertainty, even simple daily tasks was a major challenge. Getting up in the morning, going to school or work or eating a simple meal without being stuck in the bathroom, fatigued and writhing in pain was a victory in itself. IBS impacts every aspect of my life, making goals impossible or extremely difficult to meet. Education, Career, Relationships/marriage and Parenthood all had to be rearranged. I had given up a great dream of becoming a Doctor due to this illness. While I’ve accepted my limitations, acquired a computer career for many years that followed, the excruciating impact of IBS remains. 

Then in May of 2000, Something really magical happened. I started Lotronex, and a small hope became a Dream come true. I remember that joyful brief period with Lotronex profoundly. I remember all of the youthful years I’ve missed, all the things I couldn’t do or even simpler still, things I couldn’t eat or drink, all came back, with safe invitation. Even my skin and bones frame amassed some fat again! There was now time and energy for family and friends, work or play. After 10 long years of suffering relentlessly- endless days and nights twisted in agonizing pain – I felt Free for the first time- Freedom from IBS. Lotronex removed so much of the anxiety, fear, and the shame. There would be no more hiding in the bathroom, no more hiding from the world. I had thought that Life was just beginning. 

Then on November 28, 2000, The unthinkable happened- In one brief moment Lotronex was gone. Time had reversed again, and everything positive, painless, powerful was taken away and every day since Lotronex was removed, has been a huge step backwards. They say that IBS is not life threatening, I disagree, IBS threatens my confidence and will to live every single day of my life. It had been increasingly difficult for me as it was before Lotronex, until Lotronex literally SAVED my life and livelihood. But without Lotronex I could no longer sustain my demanding work schedule. I couldn’t face life without it, without Lotronex, is a life without quality of life. I have come a long way since my crisis, I have dreams yet to fulfill, but I am unable to meet them without Lotronex. Anxious to return to a productive life, I will continue to be proactive in winning Lotronex back for myself and for so many people in undeniable need of this small miracle pill.  

CONCLUSION
In closing, we have been informed of the serious side effects of Lotronex and we acknowledge the potential risk in developing severe Constipation or Ischemic Colitis.  We understand that the benefits of Lotronex do not come risk-free. No medication on the market does. We are not so overcome with desperation from our suffering that we would fail to consider these risks seriously. We would certainly yield to close GI supervision while under this medication to ensure its safety. No other drug on the market has been able to treat IBS symptoms with unparalleled efficacy. Lotronex can save and has SAVED so many lives from further pain and suffering.  It has helped to reunite patients with their families, friends and forged an even closer Doctor-patient relationship. As educated consumers and IBS patients, we are more than prepared to accept the risks with the tremendous benefits of Lotronex. Please don’t take away the only Hope we have for a much better life- a life with quality of Life.  Thank You.

