ARREST OF TERRORISTS: Plot targeted summit: PM 
Published on Jun 15, 2003 
Suspects planned to strike embassies during Apec meeting in Oct 

Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra said yesterday that the three Thai-Muslim terrorist suspects arrested by authorities earlier this week were plotting to bomb foreign embassies in Bangkok during October's Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (Apec) leaders summit, at which US President George W Bush will be present. 

In his weekly radio address, the premier said that the arrest of the suspects allegedly belonging to Jemaah Islamiyah (JI), a terrorist group linked to Osama bin Laden's al-Qaeda network, had been based on credible information provided by Singaporean authorities. 

The Chinese president, the prime minister of Japan and other national leaders are also due to attend the 18-nation summit in Bangkok. 

Thai police have said that it was last month's arrest of Singaporean Arifin bin Ali, an alleged key member of JI based in Singapore, which led to a tip-off and the arrest of the three Thai Muslims on Tuesday. 

According to police, the three were members of JI, which is believed to have carried out last year's nightclub bombings on the Indonesian island of Bali. 

Thai police are cooperating with Malaysian officials to track down a fourth suspect, Samarn Waekaji, who is believed to have fled to Malaysia, said Colonel Kamronwit Tupkrachang, a spokesman for Police Region Nine in the South. 

Arifin was handed over to Singaporean police on May 17, and Thai and Singaporean authorities have said he revealed plans for a bombing plot and named his accomplices. 

"Arifin confessed who he was involved with. He was planning to blow up embassies during the Apec meeting," said Thaksin. 

A tourist map of Bangkok with apparent targets circled on it - reportedly including the embassies of the United States, Britain, Israel, Australia and Singapore - was among the evidence seized from the three Thai suspects. 

The suspects, arrested in the southern province of Narathiwat, are being held on subversion charges, which are punishable by up to life in prison. 
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