Critical Evaluation Survey:  Middle School Level

Use any site from the list called “Web Sites to Evaluate” found on Mrs. Magaliff’s Middle School Links web page to do this exercise.

1. Your name and class  


2. What is the URL of the website you are evaluating?  http://
  

3. What is the name of the website (hint: look in the blue line at the top of the page)?  


4. What is the purpose of this website? (Is it selling something, teaching something, etc.?)

5. Who is the author of this website or of the article you have read?  (If there is no specific author, use the name of the website to do number 6.)


6. Use www.profusion.com/ to find out information about this author (or the group who put this website up).  In the search box, type the author’s name (or the name of the website or the group who put the website up) in quotes with initial caps (ex: “Arthur Butz” or “Clones-R-Us”, etc.).  Write down three things you found out about him or her (or the website) by doing this search.

1.



2.



3.


7. Based on the information you gathered above, do you believe the author (or website) to be a credible source of information?  Why or why not?

8. Use the link command to find out which websites have links to the URL you are evaluating (see www.geocities.com/lorikrane/mappinglinks.htm for instructions, if you don’t remember how to do this).  

List three of the links you found by using the link command and tell me what new information you have discovered about the URL you are evaluating.

I looked at the following URLs that link to the URL I am evaluating:

1.
URL

Type of site  



#1 links to it because…  


2.
URL

Type of site  



#2 links to it because…  


3.
URL

Type of site  



#3 links to it because…  


9. On a scale of 1 to 5 (one being the lowest), rate this activity in terms of how useful it would be for you to follow these steps when you do web research in the future.

1  ____
2  ____
3  ____
4  ____
5  _____
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