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In the late 1800’s and early 1900’s, many different people came from many different places to live in America.  These immigrants dressed differently, talked differently, believed differently and lived differently.  Despite their differences, one thing united them all: Hope—hope that America would be the home of their dreams.  For many of these immigrants, Ellis Island was the gateway to their hopes and dreams.

Ellis Island is now closed and is a national park and museum in New York harbor.  Don’t let the distance scare you—but we are going on a field trip!  We’ll go back in time as well as across many miles.

Let’s begin our journey by taking at look at some of the early immigrants who came to Ellis Island.  I hope you brought your sea legs!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          







                       
Interesting photographs!  Can you imagine being on that ship with all those people?!  How about we do just that?  Try this game and see how you would do as an early immigrant.

How did you do?  Did you get sent back home?  I hope not!  Now, why don’t we take a closer look at Ellis Island itself?  This interactive tour will help us see Ellis Island as the newly arrived immigrants would have seen it.  Be sure to check out the videos and audio clips of immigrants!  

Here is another view of Ellis Island.  This one lets you take a test like an immigrant would have taken.  I wonder if you could pass the immigrant test. Try to find your way around Ellis Island.  Where will you go?  Again, listen to the immigrants themselves.  This site will take you back in time!
Wow! What A trip!  There is so much more to do, but our time is up for this trip.  I hope you learned many new things, put yourself in an immigrant’s place and had a great time!  I know I did!      
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