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Happy New Year
Greetings my Fellow Elks it is now 2009.  I

hope all had a wonderful Holiday Season and that
it has left behind a spirit to help you meet the
challenges that face you in the new and upcoming
year.  It is time to look back on 2008, in this issue
of the Elks Tails, and reflect on the accomplish-
ments of our Lodge but before I start I would like
to pass on this quote from Vince Lombardi to set
the mood…

“It is time for us to stand and cheer for the do’er,
the achiever, the one who recognizes the challenge
and does something about it.”

The Lordsburg Lodge has done just that and
more and deserves not only a cheer but a well
deserved and sincere word of gratitude.  THANK
YOU.  The countless hours as well as your consis-
tence of your precious time and the commitment to
the things we believe in are as humbling an expe-
rience as I can ever recall.  Regardless of what else
is going on in your lives you always find time to
share not only with the less fortunate but with each
other. The accomplishments of the past year are not
without sacrifice and those that have made that
sacrifice will not go unrewarded.  God Bless each
and every one of you that have put others before
yourselves and made our Lodge what is today and
what it will become in the New Year ahead.

January 2008 started out cold but that did not
hamper the sprit of getting things done.  We rolled
up our sleeves and continued the never ending task
of correcting and improving the way we do busi-
ness.  We attended the DD clinic elected our new
officers and started on our new budget.  At the
same time we were successful in resurrecting Hoop
Shoot and were now participating in a big way by
producing a State Champion Lorena Martinez.

February 2008 saw us preparing for the New
Year with election of Officers and preparing for the
dreaded IRS Taxes with their endless forms.

March 2008 saw our State Champion Hoop
Shooter in Plano, Texas as well as the end of our
fiscal year.  Let the paper work begin!

April 2008 we welcomed the New Year and set
out to accomplish our goals.  We traveled to
Alamogordo and attended the New Mexico Elks
Associations Spring Convention.  What an adven-
ture that was.  Never the less this was a great
accomplishment for our lodge for it is unknown
when the last time that our Lodge was in atten-
dance.  April was also the month that we were very
busy deciding which deserving children would re-
ceive our scholarships.

May 2008 Annual Reports and Taxes completed
Yhea!  Memorial Day saw the attendance of many
Elks and the placement of our American Flag on
the graves of our heroes.  The Memorial Day Vol-
leyball tournament was a great success and praises
from the community made it all worth while.

June 2008 we started with the Flag Day services
held at the Sunshine Haven Nursing Home.  Greatly
appreciated by all.  The issuance of 6,000.00 dol-
lars in scholarships and the issuance of a janitorial
contract to help keep our Lodge clean.  This is a

great indicator that the Lodge is
financially secure and continuing
to grow. Summer is here and the
attendance Jack Pot was won by
Annette which opened the door for
the Lodge to start shopping for a

new barbeque grill.
July 2008.  The construction project of getting

new air conditioners and duct work is underway.
Bingo has taken a well deserved break and the dog
days of summer are here but the work still goes
on.  Elks from all over America were in attendance
of the Elks National Convention in Anaheim Cali-
fornia where our new District Deputy Jack Cook
took the oath and responsibility of keeping the
Lordsburg Lodge on the straight and narrow.  Lord
help him!

August 2008 Construction still moving ahead
with a few additions such as replacing our ageing
heaters to the overall scheme of things.  The New
Barbeque Grills, one gas and one wood, are on
premises and the grueling task of breaking them
in has begun.  It’s a tough job but someone has to
do it!  The Lordsburg Lodge participated for the
first time in the County Fair Parade with a float
and it was a dozy.  Another first for our Lodge was
the Kids Bingo to help the children get ready for
the new school year with school supplies.

September 2008 the business of the Lodge con-
tinues and the payoff came with the Official Visit
by our new District Deputy Jack Cook.  The in-
spection went well and it was evident that all our
hard work was starting to show.  Still improve-
ments are need to be done but compared to a few
short years ago we are at least running with the big
boys now.  The Lordsburg Lodge was in atten-
dance at the fall workshop held in Albuquerque as
well as attending the Cerebral Palsy Banquet.  Oh
and we won the third place prize of 500 dollars.
This came at a great time with all the construction
still going on at the Lodge.  The Board of Trust-
ees have started a huge project of creating a rental
agreement for our facility.  It may not seem like
much but there is a lot of hard work and research
involved in this project.

October 2008 saw the annual Rummage Sale
and though we did not profit as well as years past
it was still successful.  This was the month that
we were preparing the Lodge for the winter ahead
as well as continuing paying the bills and keeping
the doors open.

November 2008 saw Thanksgiving and the start
of the Holiday season.  It was also the month that
kicked of the new Hoop Shoot for 2009.  Lordsburg
now has 5 champions that are preparing for the
challenges ahead.  Good Luck Guys!  Though it
appears that activities around the lodge have slowed
down I assure you that behind the scenes the hard
work we do is still going on.

December of 2008, the last month of the year
and Christmas is almost here.  We had a Great
Christmas Party that we shared with the Veterans
and their families.  The food and company were
fantastic.  The Lodge also participated in the City’s
Light Parade and the weather cooperated and it
was a great success.  December is also the time
when we enter into the last quarter of our fiscal
year and we are busy adjusting the budget and
preparing for the New Year.

January through December 2008.  Above are

some of the highlights
and accomplishments
of the year but I would
also like to point out
the accomplishments
that happen each and
every month.  First we
pay the bills and keep
up with all the required
reports and financial re-
sponsibilities.  Mem-
bership reports and
taxes are just a few.
Bingo and Concessions goes on each and every
month bring not only revenue, but what I think
is a very important social event to the citizens of
our fair city.  Veterans Appreciation Dinners are
held each and every month to honor our Veterans
and their families.  Regular meetings are held
without fail.  The Board of Trustees continue to
work on the business of the Lodge as well as
other issues which effect us all.  The Elk Waller
continues to remain open and in fact has ex-
tended it hours so that hard working Elks can
have some social time as well.  The Elks Tail
continues to be published each and every month
without fail and those that contribute to the con-
tents and keep up with advertising.  All of the
above continue to get done because someone out
there cares.  These are just a few of the many
things that our Hard Working Members have
accomplished this past year.  Let us not forget
that it was only a few years ago that the Lodge
was very close to closing its doors and the ac-
complishments then could be summed up in a
single paragraph. Those that have taken an active
part in our Lodge have much to be proud of and
a debt of gratuity coming to them that can not be
expressed in words.

2009
So much for the past, let us take a look into

the future and start with the month of January.
This is the start of our 4th quarter and much work
is need to prepare us to end our fiscal year.  This
important work will be done at our Regular meet-
ings on January 14th and 28th.  The Board of
Trustees will meet on January 6th and 20th.  The
Lodge is required, and will be, in attendance for
the DD Clinic on January 17th in Las Cruces.
The Most Valuable Student Scholarship applica-
tions, if we receive any, will be graded and for-
ward on for consideration.  The Veterans Report
will be due by the 17th and of course Bingo will
be back up and running on January 8th.  The
process of selecting new officers is also a big part
of the work we must get done this month.  So as
you can see we can only gloat in the glory of our
accomplishments for so long before we must set
out to accomplish more good deeds in this a
New Year. Our Members and Families as well as
our community may be in for some hard times
with the economic situation at hand and I feel
that we may all need to be a bit more thrifty with
our funds but am very confident that we will
again be proud of the work and accomplishments
that we will be discussing a year from now.

I parting I would again like to thank each and
every one of you that have done so much to
better our community and our individual lives.
God Bless You.

Bill Fraley
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