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Primary Source Lesson Plan

Subject Area: Social Studies
Grade Level: Sixth
Time:  4 meetings of 45 minutes to an hour

Materials:


Computers


Access to internet

Objective: 

1. Students will be able describe what the outside of a pyramid looks like by sketching an external structure of a pyramid after looking at several websites.

2. Students will be able to illustrate, create, or gather graphics that would have been on a wall of an Egyptian Pyramid and explain its importance by writing a description.

3. Students will be able to describe a floor plan of an Egyptian pyramid by drawing the interior structure of a pyramid and including all important features.

Content Standard: 

6.2 Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the early civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Kush.

· Discuss the main features of Egyptian art and architecture.

Technology Standard: 

1. Students use technology to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity.

2. Students use technology to locate, evaluate, and collect information from a variety of sources.
Primary Sources Used as Resources:

1. http://www.pbs.org/empires/egypt/special/virtual_library.html - images of paintings, hieroglyphics, and statues from an Egyptian pyramid
2. http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/pyramid/explore/khufuenter.html - images of the inside of an Egyptian pyramid
3. http://www.nationalgeographic.com/pyramids/pyramids.html - National Geographic explore the pyramids

Lesson Activities: 

Anticipatory Set 
Give students these three clues:  1. About 2,300,000 stone blocks, 2. about 30 years and 3. they used ramps, sledges, and their own strength.  What do these three clues have in common?  Give students a few minutes to try and figure it out.  Allow them to talk to other students around them.  After a few minutes tell students that these all deal with how Egyptian pyramids were made.

Tell students that today they will learn about how Egyptian pyramids were made and what they looked like inside.  Tell students they will be asked to sketch the external and internal features of a pyramid using technology.  They will also be asked to illustrate something that would be found on the inside of the pyramid and its significance using primary sources provided.  
Instruction 

The Great Pyramids of Giza are some of the most famous manmade objects in the world, and they have been famous since ancient times.  (Show Pyramids of Giza video http://www.travelvideo.tv/videos/egypt/pyramidsofgizavideo.html) Some believe that pyramids were built to worship gods.  Pyramids were used to bury kings and queens.  Today you are going to do some exploring of your own using websites provided.  You will be looking for floor plans, different types of pyramids, as well as graphics.  
You will be able to navigate through these sites to find out more information.  Take students through one of the websites to show what they will need to do.  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/pyramid/explore/khufuenter.html  Here you will be able to look at photos of the inside of a pyramid.  There will be other websites that you can visit.  Ask comprehension questions as you navigate through the sites.
At this website students will be able to see photos of different types of pyramids and the timeline of how pyramids became the way they were.  http://www.nationalgeographic.com/pyramids/pyramids.html 

Tell students that pyramids were lavishly decorated on the inside with statues, hieroglyphics, and paintings.  Show website http://www.pbs.org/empires/egypt/special/virtual_library.html.  This website will allow students to view primary sources having to do with visuals inside a pyramid.

Check for understanding
1. What was the purpose of pyramids?

2. What will you gain from this lesson?
3. Who was buried in the pyramids?
4. What types of things were inside the pyramids?
5. What types of pyramids were there?
Guided Practice 

Have each student sit at their own computer.  Direct each student to the websites that they will be able to use.  Each student should choose a website and begin navigating to find information that will help them with their project.  Teacher needs to walk around to ensure that all students understand what is expected of them.  If a student needs help then the teacher can help.  
Independent Practice: 

Students will create their sketches of the internal and external features. (They can use paint, word, inspiration, powerpoint, etc.)  They will also illustrate a graphic that would be found in an Egyptian tomb.
Closure:


Students will share their sketches and illustrations with the class. 

Assessment: 

Students will be graded on a rubric on how well they incorporated the websites used.  They will also be graded on a rubric of how neatly they presented their pyramids.  They will also be graded on a rubric on overall creativeness of their sketches and illustrations and how well they incorporated technology.

Students will be using technology to enhance their learning about pyramids.  Students will need to locate and evaluate the primary sources used to collect information from a variety of sources before they will be able to create their own sketch.
Reflection: 

These activities will fit in my overall lesson planning because students will be getting background knowledge of Egyptian architecture and art.  Students will be able to control their learning and get excited about learning.  Primary sources are used to help give students a visual of the pyramids.

I may have to help ELL students who are having trouble with reading the information on the websites.  It might be helpful to have a small group while navigating through the websites to help them better understand what they are reading.


The projects could also be done in groups.  For those students who are higher level thinkers, you could ask them to create a model of their design.

Other Sources:
http://www.travelvideo.tv/videos/egypt/pyramidsofgizavideo.html - a video of the pyramids of giza

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/egyptians/launch_gms_pyramid_builder.shtml - Game on building pyramids

