Essential Question Lesson Plan Template

	Title
	 Tell Me a Story


	Grade:  6
	Subject: Language Arts:  Writing


	Overview
	Students will be using technology to create a narrative story.  Each student will create a story map and then write a story using their story map.


	Essential Question
	· Must a story have a beginning, middle, and end?
· Does every story have to have a problem and solution?

	Subsidiary Questions
	· What story elements would be in the beginning?
· What story elements would be in the middle?

· What story elements would be in the end?
· What is a problem?

· What is a solution?

	Connection to Standards
	Writing - 
2.1 Write narratives: 

a. Establish and develop a plot and setting and present a point of view that is appropriate to the stories.

b. Include sensory details and concrete language to develop plot and character.

c. Use a range of narrative devices (e.g., dialogue, suspense).

	
	Technology Standard

3.  Technology productivity tools.

· Students use productivity tools to collaborate in constructing technology-enhanced models, prepare publications, and produce other creative works.



	Assessment
	· Students will submit their writing and it will be graded on a rubric.  (See attached rubric)

	Activities/Tasks 

Procedures
	 Anticipatory Set:  I know that all of you read on a daily basis and you read stories all the time.  Let’s take a look at this story.  While you are listening to it think of story elements that you can pick out.  Go to www.storylineonline.net.  Read the story A Bad Case of Stripes by David Shannon.  

Instruction:  Tell students they will be creating their own story today.  Go over story elements using the story just read.  Some story elements to go over are character (who is the main person in the story), setting (where does the story take place), problem (what difficult situation does the main character have?), and solution (how does the main character solve their problem?).  You may want to map out the story to show students what they will have to do before writing their own story.  (you can do this using kidspiration or go to www.readwritethink.org/materials/storymap
The pre-write or planning always comes first.  You need to map out what you want your story to be about.  Next, comes the drafting phase in which you create a rough draft of your story.  Then comes the revising phase, another student checks your work for content.  NOT SPELLING OR GRAMMAR.  Next, is the editing phase in which you have another person check for spelling and grammar errors.  Finally, the publishing phase in which you take all the comments and make your final draft.

Tell students that they will be writing a story after they complete their story map.  Students can write about anything they choose as long as they incorporate all story elements.

Check for Understanding:  1. What are the key story elements?  2. What do you always do before you start writing?  3.  What are the phases of writing?

Guided Practice:  Each student will sit at their own computer.  Direct students how to get to inspiration or the website.  Students will begin their story maps either using kidspiration or going to the website www.readthinkwrite.org/materials/storymap .  Teacher will walk around to help students get their ideas down. 

Independent Practice:  Students will begin writing their narrative story using their story map.  Students can look at examples found on www.thewritesource.com/models.htm#2000 .

Closure:  After students have gone through the phases of writing they will share their published stories with the class.

Extension:  If students are finishing faster than others, they can create a book using their story.  They can illustrate the book using the computer or they can draw them. 

	Samples of Student Work
	· Each student will have a story map generated online or in kidspiration.
· Each student will have written their own narrative story.

	Teacher Commentary Reflection
	Some students may have difficulty with this assignment.  You may need to pre-teach a group of students to ensure that they truly understand the story elements.  It might be helpful for EL learners and students with disabilities to go through the writing process to demonstrate how to write a paper.
You may also want to include story starters to get students motivated to write.

Writing is a crucial part of the curriculum.  It is important to ensure that enough time be given for students to write.  Students might be more willing to write if they are able to use the computer.




