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View From The President's Saddle! 

Howdy! It is sooooo good to be back! Gary Champ and I have just returned from a jaunt in the California desert at the Army National Training Center at Ft. Irwin, California. Short of seeing six coyotes pass in front of my Hummvee early one morning, it was a rather dull and uneventful trip with 14 hour days, 7 days per week! Didn't even have time to ride horses anywhere. The only thing I rode was my pillow! 

But we're back now and ready once again to get back to the business of speaking! I have missed you all and look forward to our weekly gatherings again. 

It seems like only yesterday when I was wondering if Lonestar Toastmasters was even going to survive. Bob Carpenter and I were the only two active members and I often wondered why we even bothered to show up and talk to one another! Then, our first new member in a long, long time came in, Eileen Langford; then Mike Biggs became our club specialist and things just started rolling! Just a few months later, look where we are now! According to our latest membership roster we are up to 23 members, though I know at least 3 of them have not and probably will not pay their dues this time. But even at 20, we have accomplished our first goal of attaining club charter strength! Congratulations to you all! 

We can't stop there however! We must not stop there! As you have probably noticed, we are still only averaging less than 50% attendance. I encourage everyone to take just that one hour out of your busy schedule to attend the meeting. I am sure you will be glad you did! And don't forget to bring a friend! We need even more members. The maximum membership for a club is 40. Let's set that as our next membership goal! 

I want to thank Jeanie Yarnell, Andy Entwistle and Willie Taylor for attending and supporting me at the Area 41 International Speech & Table Topics contest. You will never know how much it means to a competitor to look out in the audience and see some familiar and friendly faces! I encourage everyone to attend the District Conference on May 4-5. 

Speaking of that, there is an on-line registration form on the District web site at http://www.d25toastmasters.org , where you can easily and quickly register for the conference. You can't pay for it online, but you can register. If you choose to register on-line, you must remit your money within two weeks and before April 25, 2001 or risk cancellation. No meals guaranteed after April 25, 2001. By the way, the web site for Toastmasters International is www.toastmasters.org and you can find lots of great TM information there, including the Toastmasters catalog. 

We have so many new people and so few experienced folks to act as your Mentor! I am sorry for this situation, but rest assured, that if anyone wants me to listen to their speeches or need advice in any way, please feel free to contact me at any time and we can set up a time to meet and go over it. Perhaps after a meeting. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, we can only go up from where we are right now, but we can only do it if everyone pitches in to build our membership higher and higher. Lets get back into the habit of bringing guests each week, and building that bridge within our community between our neighbors and Toastmasters. 

Max De Pree, In his book "Reinventing Leadership", said. "The first task of a leader is to define reality. The last task is to say 'thank you,' and in between he's a servant." I must admit that I was concerned that for some reason, Lonestar would go down in my absence. I am pleased to see that it has not only NOT gone down, but is reaching for the stars! This is no cause of my leadership, but your own. 

Thank you! 

Tim Manson 

  

Love at first sight is no miracle. When two people have been looking at each other for years, that's a miracle. 

Anonymous 

  

Accept the Challenge 

For every task in life there is a challenge. It is our choice to look at that challenge as an obstacle or an opportunity. Personally, I would prefer the latter. Today, in our fast paced society of internet and e-mails we are faced with a challenge: learn or get left behind. As we entertain the thought of developing our speaking and leadership skills, let's focus on these tasks with hopes, ideas, and expectations of enhancing and excelling in these areas. 

Yes, it does require commitment, confidence and consistency. We value your time, and consequently, we (LoneStar Officers) have made a commitment to keep the meeting to one hour. You are welcome to stay around and fellowship with other Toastmasters after the meeting. According to The American Heritage Dictionary, "Confidence" is a firm belief in one's powers, abilities, or capacities. We want to help you build confidence in your ability to speak and lead well. As VP Education, I will keep a chart of everyone's progress to show you where Toastmasters International recommends that you be, based on your length of time as a Toastmaster. It is my hope that we can develop consistency in our meetings and attendance. We will strive to make the meetings meaningful and fun, time well spent. As always, we are open to your ideas and suggestions to help the club as a whole to advance to the next level. By our next meeting, I hope to have in place the charts and information for everyone to see and have a visual of where we are going as a Club. Once we get the vision down, we can run with it. So let's Accept the Challenge to meet and surpass the standards that Toastmasters International has set for our Club. 

Climon Mock 
Did you know that ... 

A mind, like a home, is furnished by its owner. So if one's life is cold and bare, he can blame no one but himself. 

Louis L'Amour 

  

Motivational Quote: 

A bad attitude is like a flat tire. You won't get very far unless you don't change it. 

  

EVENT CALENDAR: 

April 21- D-25 International Speech & TT Competition-Irving, Tx. - 3 pm - Cost $4 

May 4 & 5 - Spring Conference (Ft. Worth) 

June/July - Officer's training 

Be sure to check the Calendar at the Handout Table for Updates and maps. 


Don't miss the April 21 st competition in Irving, Texas at 3 pm. Our President, Tim Manson will be representing our club as a finalist from the Area 41 Contest in Waco, Texas which was held on March 17 th . 


Table Topics Winner Mike Dandridge from the Temple Club will also be in attendance as the finalist in the Area 41 contest. It won't be a wasted afternoon for anyone wanting to learn from some experienced and talented Toastmasters. As the fire is turned up in competition, the events are as exciting as the Olympic games. Don't miss the fireworks! 

  

Peanut Gallery 

Some of Will Rogers' Wisdom 

1. Don't squat with your spurs on. 

2. Good judgment comes from experience, and a lot of that comes from bad judgment. 

3. Lettin' the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier 'n puttin' it back in. 

4. If you're ridin' ahead of the herd, take a look back every now and then to make sure it's still there. 

5. If you get to thinkin' you're a person of some influence, try orderin' somebody else's dog around. 

6. After eating an entire bull, a mountain lion felt so good he started roaring. He kept it up until a hunter came along and shot him... The moral: When you're full of bull, keep your mouth shut. 

7. Never kick a cow chip on a hot day. 

8. There's two theories to arguin' with a woman. Neither one works. 

9. If you find yourself in a hole, the first thing to do is stop diggin'. 

10. Never slap a man who's chewin' tobacco. 

11. Always drink upstream from the herd. 

12. When you're throwin' your weight around, be ready to have it thrown around by somebody else. 

13. The quickest way to double your money is to fold it over and put it back in your pocket. 

14. Never miss a good chance to shut up. 

15. There are three kinds of men. The one that learns by reading. The few who learn by observation. The rest of them have to pee on the electric fence for themselves. 

  

OFFICER SPOTLIGHT 

Pres.-Tim Manson 

VP-Education-Climon Mock 

VP-Membership - Donna Howard 

VP-Public Relations - Curtis Rance 

Treasurer - Ken Moger 

Secretary/Editor - Jeanie Yarnell 

Sgt-At-Arms - Garry Champ 

  


A hearty Texas Welcome to our NEWEST Member! 

  

BRYN CLOTHIER 

We look forward to working with you, encouraging you and getting to know you. So many wonderful friendships have developed in our Club that sometimes it's just hard to say good night. 

Bryn is looking forward to her "Ice Breaker" and after "testing the water" will probably jump in with both feet! It's a warm welcome and a hearty handshake of friendship to you Bryn. We're glad you joined. 

  

After the Applause 

What did you do with your last speech? Please don't tell me that you threw it away. What a waste of creativity that would be. You put a lot of effort into your speech. You crafted it and rehearsed it, and some of you really put your heart and soul into it. I've seen you; I know. And now you would simply discard it? Let me offer an alternative. 

Submit it somewhere. Take just a moment and look at your speech. Maybe it was an "Ice Breaker". Does the company where you work have a newsletter? Many newsletters have a "meet your coworkers" type of column. If you did "Speak With Sincerity", go back now and look at the evaluation criteria. Your mission was to convey conviction, use factual support and conclude with a note of appeal. Your instructions were to "tell your listeners what is wrong, and exactly what you want them to do about it." Hey, isn't that an editorial? It sure is. Tweak it a bit and send it to your local paper. Likewise with speech number nine, "Persuade with Power". The "Show What You Mean" speech is likely to have elements of a story in it. There are lots of places you can tell a story, including schools, churches and any other clubs you belong to. If it's set locally, the newspaper might want it. If it's about the big bass that got away, maybe Field and Stream is waiting for it. All those magazine fillers come from somewhere. I'm not going to go through each speech in the manual, but if you see my point, take it one step further for your next speech. Write the speech not just for the Tuesday night meeting, but with a broader audience in mind. When the applause dies down, take the next step and pitch your speech to another forum. Toastmasters is about more than just speaking well. If it weren't we'd just read passages of Shakespeare on Tuesday nights. It's about expression, creativity, and critical thinking, which are vital to any form of communication. It's also about courage. You got up and spoke to a roomful of strangers. Now show the courage to branch out. You've put too much work into your speech to make it a one-shot deal. When you're famous, remember, I told you this. 

Andy Entwistle 

  

FROM THE EDITOR'S CORNER : 

  

Howdy, fellow Toastmasters! 

Seems like this year is really gearing up to "be all that it can be". We had the delightful (?) chore of sending off our taxes on the 15 th , right after the Toastmaster's International reports were due on the 31 st . This will be the first time (that I am aware of) that we will be submitting our Newsletters for competition in the Newsletter Contest. Although we haven't seen what some of the other club's newsletters are like, but, hey, that's what we're all about -- competing in new and exciting things! Wish us luck! 

Stay tuned for a recap of all the details of the District Competition in Irving, Texas in our next newsletter! 

Better yet, join us and don't miss the fun and festivities this Saturday while supporting our Club! Bring your friends and families, they might surprise you and want to join in the fun. 

If you're interested in carpooling, contact me at my number or e-mail and we'll try to rendevous and get a car load or two. The cost is nominal - $4.00. It starts at 3 pm but feel free to get there early. Maps are available for anyone interested in going. See you there! 

Til next time... 

Jeanie Yarnell , Ed. 

