Black Bag Job
Slang for surreptitious entry into an office or home to obtain files or materials illegally. Such break-ins dot the history of U.S. intelligence agencies, especially the FBI. The FBI break-ins were often requested by NSA codebreakers who wanted such items as photographs of code books or diagrams of code and cipher machines. Break-ins were also staged to install bugs and telephone wiretaps. 
Blind Date
A meeting by an intelligence officer and another person, especially an agent, at the time and place of the other person's choosing. There is always the danger that the officer is being set up for capture or an attempt to turn him. 
Doctor
Russian intelligence term for police. If an agent is arrested, he or she suffers an illness; agents who are taken to jail are in the hospital .
Burn
Slang for the deliberate sacrifice of an intelligence agent in order to protect a more important spy or mole. Frequently an agent will be burned when there are indications that he has already been compromised or blown, often in such a manner as to reinforce the credibility of a mole. 
Brush Contact
A brief, public, but discreet meeting of an agent and his handler or another intelligence officer in which information, documents, or funds are exchanged. There is no conversation between the two.  To the untrained observer, such a meeting (also called a brief encounter or meeting) would appear accidental, between two persons who are unknown to each other. 
Cell
The lowest and most expendable group in an espionage network.
Cut-Out
A third person used to conceal the contract between two people--usually an agent and a handler who do not want to meet because one or both may be under surveillance. 
Notional Agent
Ficticious or nonexistent secret agent, usually used for a source of fabricated information or cited in describing the means by which such information was obtained. 
Dry Clean
Actions taken to determine if one is under surveillance. For example, a driver must make a sudden U-turn to see if a following car does the same. In sophisticated surveillance practices, such dry cleaning is expected. A subject may, for example, be followed by several cars on parallel routes. The U-turn would be picked up by a second car.
False Flag
Approach by a hostile intelligence officer who misrepresents himself or herself as a citizen of a friendly country or organization. The person who is approached may give up sensitive information believing that it is going to an ally, not a hostile power.
Floater
Person used for a one-time or occasional intelligence operation. Generally a floater is a low-level person, sometimes used unwittingly. A floater might be a waiter sent to a hotel room with a bottle of champagne--allegedly from the management--in order to find out who is in the hotel room. 
Sterilize
To remove from material to be used in clandestine operations any marks or components that could identify it as originating with the sponsoring organization or nation. 
Honey Trap
Slang for use of men or women in sexual situations to intimidate or snare others. This use of sex to trap or blackmail an individual is standard practice in intelligence operations.
Lamplighters
British term for support personnel in intelligence operations. The term was made popular in John Le Carre novels. 
Legend
Intelligence agent who comes into a country using an official position as his cover, such as commercial attache or clerk.
L-Pill
Lethal or poison pill, traditionally carried by spies to be used if captured to prevent their being tortured and revealing secrets. During World War II, some lethal pills consisted of cyanide encased in glass. They could be concealed in a false tooth and worked loose by the agent's tongue if necessary. He would then bite into the capsule, breaking the glass, and would die almost instantly. If the pill broke loose while the agent was sleeping, however, it would pass harmlessly through his digestive track.  Of course, an agent caught with an L-Pill who was unable to use it would immediately be identified as a spy. 
One-Time Pad
An unbreakable cipher when used properly. Used improperly by the Soviet NKVD during World War II, it opened much of the story of Soviet espionage efforts against the United States. 

The one-time pad contains thousands of groups, usually five digits. Each group represents a single word or phrase. Then, to ensure security, the person using the pad next, transposes or converts the numbers of his enciphered message to another set of digits by using a specific, but randomly chosen page of the pad. The key to the pages and lines used on the pad would precede the encrypted message.  The one-time pad takes on various forms, from a thick booklet the size of a postage stamp to a scroll about the size of a cigarette butt. The important feature is that the pad must be small, so that it can be easily concealed. The booklets can be very thick, several hundred pages, and sometimes in two colors, to distinguish enciphering and deciphering sections. The "printing" is often a form of reduced photography.   Further, the "paper" of the one-time pad can be made of cellulose nitrate or some other highly flammable material that enables its rapid destruction. 

