Overt Method (aka "X-Files method"):  Walk up and flash ID and start asking questions, not necessarily explaining what they are investigating.  It's quick, but loud.

Covert method: Show up with a cover story and ask their questions.  The trick here is making sure the questions asked don't arouse the subject's suspicion that the investigators are really something other than what they appear.

Clandestine method:  Investigators never reveal their presence while searching for their answers.  In this method, phones are tapped, rooms ugged, suspects followed and photographed, and homes and offices are secretly searched.

