“To Live Independent”

understanding Pauline Williamson

I. Attitudes:

a. Three refs to whites

b. Living in white world, thought Oakland, Ca

II. External events/ hinderence(s)

a. nursing school (6 whites didn’t want her there)

b. miscommunication with Thomas family. Else they did not listen. She proxyed New York man to fiancé her when the aunt thought she was doing well by her

c. has a child (Harry) with continual ailments; widower

Harriet Tubman (also a nurse of the time 1860’s)

‘In all, Harriet made 19 trips on the Underground Railroad and freed more than 300 slaves’ Her bio was published in 1869, as she was already known as ‘the black moses.’
http://www.incwell.com/Biographies/Tubman.html
In 1887, Oaklanders were building the terminus of the transcontinental railroad. This would later be named for another Oaklander who owed his rearing to a black nurse named Virginia Prentiss. http://www.jack-london.org/timeline.htm
Indians/Oakland

General Allotment Act of 1887 (Dawes Act): an act to decrease the amount of tribally controlled reservation land by giving allotments to individual Indians; an effort to turn Indians into farmers. Indian people became disconnected with their home communities, the promised jobs did not exist, and they were stranded in the cities (Oakland, CA; Cleveland, OH; Tulsa, OK) with no support network. This act is responsible for the dramatic rise in the urban Indian population across the country.

http://www.geocities.com/angryindian/pagebbp.html
Oakland employment:

Starting in 1870 railroad employment was a major source of attraction drawing African Americans to the East Bay

http://www.oaklandhistory.com/files/hafrican.html
colored school:

Mary J. Sanderson with her pupils at the Brooklyn Colored School in 1870. The school served the children from the town of Brooklyn, located east of Lake Merritt, and Oakland from 1867

http://www.oaklandhistory.com/files/hafrican.html
1869 Negroes and Chinese are permitted to attend schools with whites.

http://www.notfrisco.com/almanac/timeline/expansion.html
1874 The State Supreme Court rules that if separate schools are not provided for them, then Negroes may attend the same schools as whites. The Legislature provides for separate schools for Negroes and Indians.

http://www.notfrisco.com/almanac/timeline/expansion.html
1874 Oakland Tribune founded.


RE: HARY /School

1880 Schools are opened to children of all races. School boards are allowed to bar "children of filthy or degenerate habits or children suffering from contagious or infectious disease".

http://www.notfrisco.com/almanac/timeline/expansion.html
1888 The Young Ladies Seminary, now in Oakland, becomes Mills College.

“Founded in 1852, Mills is an independent liberal arts college for women, with graduate programs for both women and men.”

Mark twain visited the school in 1868

1889 Mills offers the first B.A. degree to a woman, west of the Missippi

http://www.mills.edu/
Oakland population(s)

1887 Land sales in San Jose reach $2,000,000 a day.

1888 Edward P. Duplex becomes the first black mayor of a California town, Wheatland.
Plain(s)field, NJ history:

By 1685, seven families (whose name identify them as "all good Scots") established farms a long the Cedar Brook.

1.) By 1884, the railroad had greatly changed Plainfield. The grist mill and farm life were being replaced by industries such as hats, clothing, carriages, printing and other manufacturing. In the post-Civil War period, two major changes took place in Plainfield's appearance. Use of macadam upgraded the main streets and the main business section began to shift from the North Avenue area to Front Street between Cherry Street (now Park Avenue) and Peace Street (now Watchung Avenue).


RE: hary illness (why did she leave nj?)

Plainfield was gaining a reputation for a climate that was beneficial for sufferers of respiratory ailments. In 1886, in an attempt to publicize this, the publisher of the local newspaper, Thomas W. Morrison, began to use the slogan "Colorado of the East". Since Denver, Colorado, was known as the "Queen City of the Plains", the slogan for Plainfield eventually was shortened to "The Queen City".

Plainfield is located in north central New Jersey in the westernmost section of Union County, 24 miles southwest of New York City, 18 miles from Newark and 12 miles from Elizabeth.

The city's population grew from 215 in 1800 to 46,567 in 1990. 

http://www.plainfield.com/history.htm
Palace hotel/founder of Cazardo

George Simpson Montgomery, a wealthy business man from San Francisco, purchased the town in January 1888 and changed its name to "Cazadero" (Spanish for "The Hunting Place").  Montgomery was a two-fisted drinking Bohemian Club member living in the Palace Hotel when he made the purchase. http://oredazac.tripod.com/history.html
The Cazadero, California Web Site
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While Jack London was learning to write, Harriet Beacher Stowe had already grown to infamy with the publication of her biography in 1869. The “black moses” archetype must have been powerful indeed to the women of  the east coast

Newark City Hospital-School of Nursing (1886-1971)

http://www.umdnj.edu/librweb/speccoll/VERTICAL.htm
February 29, 1888 
A strong earthquake was felt today at 2:50 p.m. The quake consisted of two shocks about one minute apart. Many people along Montgomery St. became alarmed. It was most severe around Pine and Mason sts. Two waves were recorded on the Duplex seismometer at 917 Pine St. Reports from Santa Rosa said walls were cracked there.

San fran/earthquakes:

http://www.sfmuseum.org/alm/quakes2.html
