Pauline Williamson asked for independence when her actions led her to dependence on others. Pauline left the relative conforts of her family home in Plainsfiled New Jersey to seek opportunity in Oakland California. This must at once be criticized. Plainsfield was bustling with opportunity in 1885. “By 1884… the grist mill and farm life were being replaced by industries such as hats, clothing, carriages, printing and other manufacturing.”  The air itself was said to be conduscive to good health and high living. Nonetheless, Pualine took her young son across the continent to in a pro quid quo of caregiving with her aging aunt. Through disagreements and conflict, Pualine held fast to her eastern family's opinion of her and hoped in the least to be able to return to the New Jersey home using her uncle as a rescuer. 


The correspondance letters from Pualine to her sister May and mother, give a candid view of Pualine's attitude. The onset was a feeling of hope, followed by the strife of challenge. Her final letters were intoned with escapism.  Pauline was first offered an arranged marriage around her fifth month in Oakland. She refused this in lieu of independence which she regarded as a high value for herself. “I came to earn a living and not hunt a husband, and I intended to remain single.” she wrote. Pualine pretended to be capable by her own devices. One device was to defer the 

the Panamanian proposal for a New York suitor of her own choosing. This defused her immediate commitments for a time. Instead of stating her dreams aloud, Pauline opted to have one man replace another.  She was not prepared for Harry’s health to dwindle while her repoir with the aunt became abrasive. Even before her dreams became diluted, Pauline crafted a homesickness as reason to return east. 


Pauline  saw opportunity as oposition. Thrice in her letters she blamed white persons for her chalenges. Though Oakland schools were integrated in 1872, “the nurses, of whom there are eight, would not work with a colored person.” The school's decision could be called simple economics, one against eight, yet we know this was a hard realism for Pauline to accept. In theory we know that the 1874 California legislature mandated integration else the building of new schools for colors. In reality, the would-be nurse would have to wait. She did try to stay her hope, unfortunately this was not an attitude Pauline could maintain. To offer context is to look at Mills college (1888 changed from lady's seminary) which offered the first B.A. degree to a woman west of the Mississippi in 1889. California and Oakland were just beginning progress towards education for minorities and women. The directors promised to admit Pauline in the spring. For her career track it would be too little too late. Though Oakland was building a terminus for the Transcontinental railroad in 1887, with jobs becoming more abundant than ever, Pualine found it hard to find work. Moreover, in the next year Edward P. Duplex became the first black mayor of a California town, Wheatland. Still,  Pauline found the system particuliarly against her. She ignored her aunt's suggestion to work at the Palace Hotel. Though the palace hotel was home to persons such as George Simpson Montgomery (founded Cazardo California 1888), the work was not good enough for Pauline. She desired independence yet did little to sustain this pursuit.


External influences did much to hinder Williamson’s quest for control over her destiny. Harry acquired an unnamed illness. Per the San Francisco Almanac of that era (encompassing Oakland), Harry would have been barred from school on account of "..suffering from contagious or infectious disease". She writes little of Harry’s education during the worst of his symptoms. “Now it’s impossible to pay Harrry’s board and clothes both, off of tne dollars a month.” The child is a mother’s burden as Pauline has finally entered the hospital internship. Throughout it all, her unlce, Mr. Thomas is shrouded as a workingman that has by some way agreed to care for the woman and her child. “It is all very well for [him] to write beautiful letters, and smooth things over, but it don’t amount to ….with me.” The miscommunication must be taken as an external influence. Though it is clear that Pualine sought independence she lived in an age dominated by male earners. Thus, there might have been some responsibility inherent with the uncle inviting his kin west. It is known that  Pauline fell to illness shortly before her intended escape to the east. Her illness hampered her ability to overcome the many defeats of Oakland. She wished to return to the family that reared her, the hometown that would comfort her. Sickness and the need for her uncle to pay passage kept the return from being expedient. So Pualine learned to wait. Perhaps a mother can never be truly independent while their child’s very life hangs in a sort of teeter totter between wellness and early death. Pauline Willamson had sufficient external factors to corrode her hopes. 


In examplifying Pauline Williamson it seems important to note that she purposelessly dragged herself and child to a foreign city. The mother prided herself on indedpendence yet did little to sustain this. Her attitude degraded with hardship-- chalenges became insurmountable bounderies. When she was boxed and irritated, sickness and finances assaulted further. Though it has been said: "the greater the risk, the greater the reward," Pauline's letters are slanted peculiarly to risk rather than reward. She left a suitable home to head west. Had family not been available at both ends of the continent, we can only imagine how it could have been worst.

