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1. What were the underlying causes of WWI? 

Causes of World War I included militarism, aggressive nationalism, and competition over imperialism, and tangles of alliance. Militarism was glorification of the military. As countries built up their armies, they became stronger and the only thing keeping them from attacking one another was a go-ahead signal. As the arms race grew, so did the tensions. Nationalism is the patriotism to one’s own nation. Although France and Germany had strong nationalism, France wanted revenge to recover “lost provinces.” Competition for taking over different colonies in order to spread their territory was what the great powers were after. Many countries formed alliances in order to not attack each other, but support each other in war. Germany allied with Austria-Hungary, Russia, and Italy. Germany and Austria-Hungary became Central Powers. Britain, France and Russia all signed treaties within each other and Britain and Russia became allies. The growth of rival alliances brought on tension and led to a general war.
2. What was the specific cause of WWI? 
The specific cause for World War I was the United States declaring war on Germany and the assassination or archduke Franz Ferdinand by Gavrillo Principe, a member of the Black Hand.
3. How did the soldiers react as they went off to war? Why? 
They were excited to see new land. It was a new experience for them. They wanted to get away from their daily lives. They were amazed with the German artillery and poisonous gas. They were also amazed by the airplanes that could drop bombs on other land. Tanks, trenches, flame throwers, rockets, artillery shells and more were new inventions that amazed new soldiers.
