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SHORT PASSAGES FOR DISCUSSION 
Begin practicing the analysis of tone by using short passages that use a specific device such as diction, images, details, language or sentence structure to convey tone. Suggest what tone words you would use to describe the speaker's attitude. 
1.      In his "The Fall of the House of Usher," Edgar Allan Poe has created clear tone. Examine and provide examples of diction, details, imagery, and syntax that create the tone, then identify the tone itself (use your smart list for help)
During the whole of a dull, dark, and soundless day in the autumn of the year, when the clouds hung oppressively low in the heavens, I had been passing alone, on horseback, through a singularly dreary tract of country, and at length found myself, as the shades of the evening drew on, within view of the melancholy House of Usher...I reined my horse to the precipitous brink of a black and lurid tarn that lay in unruffled luster by the dwelling...(with) vacant and eye-like windows. 
Edgar Allan Poe From "The Fall of the House of Usher." 
1. Color code the literary devices in the paragraph by using the following key:
red = diction
blue =details
purple =imagery
2. Choose three to five examples of each literary device listed above and explain connotation, and the effect of the literary device on the tone. Your explanations need to integrate concrete detail and commentary, and must be 3-4 sentences long.
Ex: Diction such as " ______," " _______," "_______," and "________" offers the connotation of _________, etc. These examples help reinforce the tone because  . . 
Diction: dull, soundless, dreary, autumn, melancholy, precipitous, lurid, unruffled
In this piece, Edgar Allen Poe uses diction to create a tone of dullness, weary and sadness. It seems as if the area is deserted and has been for a long time. No one has come or gone for quite a long time and instead, they have left it in abandonment. This could point out that the “House of Usher” may not have been the most euphoric place to be. 
Details: dark, oppressively low in the heavens, singularly tract, reined my horse, lay in luster by the dwelling
In this paragraph, the details explain the imagery. Poe uses this detail to create a connotation of fearfulness, perturb, and mysticality. One can tell that the author’s point in describing the images is to notice that the area is depressing. Someone would not want to be there because it’s lonely as the man reins his horse alone along with everything else he does. 
Imagery: clouds hung, country, shades of the evening drew on, House of Usher, brink of a black tarn, vacant eye-like windows
Imagery helps to create an image in the reader’s mind in order to have a better interpretation of the setting and how a story is told. Poe uses cautious words to deliver a feeling of uneasiness. The reader may feel sad and depressed or reminded of death when “black” and “dark” settings come into the picture. The clouds hanging low,  evening coming, and vacant windows reminds the reader that there is an end to everything and draws out a sad mood.
