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Julius Caesar ?’s pg 223, 226, 230
17. In his argument with Cassius in Act IV scene 3, Brutus refers to Caesar in terms of both praise and censure. Find the speech and decide whether
a. the praise is consistent with earlier references to Caesar’s qualities and
b. whether the criticism is so major that Brutus should have mentioned it earlier.
Brutus referred to Caesar with criticism that is so major that he should have mentioned it earlier because earlier he said how Caesar was great and ambitious but now he is saying that they were contaminating their fingers with blood and saying he’d rather be a dog than that type of Roman. 
10. The quarrel scene (Act IV Scene 2) has been belittled by the critic Thomas Rymer in the seventeenth century; praised by John Dryden, his contemporary, for its “masculinity” in the eighteenth century; admired as an example of dramatic genius in the nineteenth century (by Samuel Taylor Coleridge); and dismissed as irrelevant by twentieth century critic Henry Bradley. Read it carefully and decide for yourself
a. Whether Brutus is (i) unrealistic in expecting his allies always to act honorably or (ii) admirable in his inflexible attitude toward corruption. 
Brutus was unrealistic in expecting his allies to always act honorably, because not all people stay honorable and they can change, so it was unrealistic that they believed him.
b. Whether Brutus is (i) arrogant and insensitive towards Cassius at the beginning of the quarrel or (ii) properly firm and uncompromising. 
properly firm and uncompromising.
c. Whether Brutus is (i) taunts Cassius or (ii) refuses to be browbeaten by him (Explain your answer)
taunts Cassius because he talks back to whatever Cassius says to him.
d. Whether Brutus is (i) insultingly cold or (ii) admirable forthright
insultingly cold. 
e. Whether Brutus is (i) sober form …”hides wrongs” or (ii) whether he is “armed so strong in honesty” that he cannot compromise.

Brutus seems to be sober from hiding what he has wrong and covering it up with his actions.
Form an opinion of your own about the character of Brutus as it is revealed in the quarrel with Cassius from its beginning to its height. 
10. The quarrel scene (Act IV Scene 3) shows Cassius in many moods.
a. choleric: what are the reasons for his anger, and are they justified?

Brutus is angry because Cassius will not give up his power because he thinks he knows how to manage everything. Cassius has a temper and Brutus does not want to deal with it then. They are justified when Brutus speaks of honesty protecting him.
b. tormented: how does Brutus provoke him , and what does Cassius’s restraint reveal about his personality?
Brutus provokes Cassius by encouraging him to do what he wants, whether that means stabbing himself. He also tells Cassius that he is weak and that consequences will pay for his actions. Cassius’s restraint reveals that he really is not very strong because he does not fight back.
c. passionate: does the passion throw a new light on his character?
It did show a different side of Cassius but not a new one in the sense that we 

have never seen Cassius passionate.  We saw him passionate about the conspiracy 

and now on another matter .
d. affectionate: how does this show and is it surprising?
he shows his affection with Brutus very strongly after they figured out their 

problems.  It is somewhat surprising to see this forceful man who wanted to kill 

someone that may be dangerous be so affectionate to someone he blamed just a few 

lines before.
e. jocular: which episode brings out a flash of humor, and what is its purpose?
Lepidus is compared to an ass for some humor especially to the groundlings.
f. sympathetically emotional: would you have expected him to react  to Portia’s death in the way he does? How does it compare with Brutus’s own response?
Yes, because he is more hateful right now than he’s ever been.  Its about the 

same, that he didn’t think he could be so revengeful. 

g. dependent: what evidence is there to show that in his relationship with Brutus, there is another side to Cassius than the one presented before the assassination?
He calls him his brother very passionately which shows he had a different side 

to him from before.   

