MEMO FROM OUTSIDE THE MATRIX

for the new existentialist


CHAPTER 5

For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts; even one thing befalleth them; as the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all one breath; so that a man hath no pre-eminence above a beast: for all is vanity.


...Ecclesiastes 3:19

Fear God, and keep his commandments for this is the whole duty of man...


...Ecclesiastes 12:13

Religion and Science / Science is replacing religion in culture / In the beginning / Fear God


Julian and Marcus were sitting in the library at the shelter preparing for bible study. They were looking at the story of creation. Julian asked Marcus about the passage regarding the creation of stars:


And god said, let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and for years.


“What do you think of that verse?”


Marcus asked, “Which verse?”


“Genesis 1:14,” came Julian’s reply.


“Thanks. I usually like to read things over once or twice to get a feel for the author’s rhythm.” Marcus read the passage again silently. “The author here is chanting about the creation of stars and constellations, I guess. That would be ‘signs.’ But I think the English word ‘seasons’ probably is incorrect. The ancient astrologers may have had the precession of the Earth’s rotation in mind. Look where the phrase sits in the line in the translation - before days and years, not in between. Cosmic signs like constellations express their ‘seasons’ over millennia.


The earth wobbles on its axis and the sun appears to rise across a different zodiacal symbol at the equinox every twenty-one hundred years. The Greek sign “tau,” a cross, was used to signify the event at the first day of spring because Helios crossed through Aries, the ram, and later Pisces, the fish. I think the author of Genesis was referring to this apparent rotation of the signs. Astrologers of ages past would have amassed enough history to recognize the crossing of the sun through Taurus, then Aries, and later Pisces at the equinox. Modern translations gloss over this nuance. As the text is moved farther from its original language it loses more and more meaning.”


I listened to them talk and then I remembered that I lost my watch after I had became homeless. Soon after that I realized that homeless men are more concerned with the time of day than with the day of the week or the date of the year. Like any other animal, the primary concern is food and we look to the system to feed us at certain times of the day. It struck me recently that certain individuals in different parts of the world, roughly six thousand years ago, decided to create a calendar. Civilization needed a calendar to plan sowing, harvesting, war and festivals. It was as though the cosmos ordered humanity to create a calendar and disparate societies complied, from China, to India, to Sumeria, to Egypt.


By that time, different groups of people had already created legends and myths to describe their surroundings and their state of existence. They already had stories of great floods that had washed away whole civilizations in the past when ice floes had melted after an ice age. And they had stories about the stars in the sky that seemed to rise at different positions during different times of the year. And they gave names to groups of stars. There was a bull up there, and Helios, the sun seemed to make a cross right through it when the riverbanks overflowed and the serpents started motivating out of the warming mud in the spring. It seemed to some communities that Helios’ passage through Taurus marked the beginning of the planting season. Other groups like the Egyptians marked the New Year with the rising of Sirius in the East. They knew by that sign that the Nile would soon overflow.


These societies started their calendar, perhaps marking passing months by lunar phases of thirty days. Henceforth, they would know that when the sun crossed Taurus at the vernal equinox, for instance, it was time to plant crops. Six lunar cycles after sowing, they would start to reap the harvest.


Logically, Taurus the bull might come to represent the collective soul of some societies. Taurus would be their god and they might fashion an ornament like a golden bull or calf to show their gratitude and hopes that this cosmic entity would continue to grace their lives and assure their continued existence.


Two thousand years later, about the time Abraham sacrificed a ram to Yahweh, the sun was cutting a cross through Aries at the vernal equinox. Abram’s new clan of shepherds migrated southward out of Asia Minor. To them the concept of the celestial bull as a religious icon would have been outmoded. The Age of Taurus had already waned and since Abram’s people were newly assembled, they had no record that in the prior two millennia the passage of Helios through Taurus had marked the equinox. They had not yet developed that science.


It really is not surprising that Hebrew leaders were so antithetical to cults to the golden calf. These idols represented older and entrenched civilizations like Egypt, Babylon, and Medea who had well developed calendars and astrology centers and who could predict celestial movements. Rather, the Hebrew people chose for themselves a god who existed beyond the cosmic sphere of the heavens. This god was beyond divination. His name was ‘Being.’


The Hebrew god Yahweh subsumed the other gods of the peoples Abraham’s descendents conquered. At times Yahweh was the warrior god, or the god of fire, lightning, rain, planting, and harvesting; at other times, he was the merciful god, shepherd to his people. But he could be jealous and vindictive too, again reflecting the collective consciousness of the believers.


By the time Christians began referring to Jesus as the lamb of god, the sun was cutting a cross through the ram near the fish, ushering in the Age of Pisces. Christians latched onto the symbolism and created an acronym out of the Greek word for fish, ICHTUS: Iesous Christos Theou Uios Soter, meaning Jesus Christ Son of God Savior. All of this religious symbolism, including the Greek letter “tau,” the cross, arose because of the calendar and astrology - early science.


I imagined that the tau, used by countless cults before Christianity, was adopted as the central symbol. The cross had significance before “the crucifiction.” In fact, Roman soldiers would have saved as much effort as possible in the execution of a “common criminal.” Why take the effort of constructing a “T” shape when an “I” shaped beam would result in an even quicker asphyxiation. No. The cross was just another symbol assumed by the nascent Christian movement. The new faith truly was universal as it weaved its way into the fabric of the Roman Empire enrolling disparate cults as it steamrolled and assimilated Roman culture.


The catholic religion began to bury science because it was a perceived threat. The nascent religion stretched into all bureaucracies of the Roman Empire like a virus. After Germanic kingdoms rose up out of the ashes of the Empire, the church controlled the access to information for the next millennium. Religion became the panacea, a medication to reinforce complacency and acceptance of the perils and dangers of life in the jungle. In early Judeo-Christian times and in Christianity through the Enlightenment, religious leaders preached gloom and doom to draw attention and keep the masses in line. To “fear god” implicitly meant that the collective conscience had ratified a certain code of conduct, maybe the Ten Commandments, for instance, and that these precepts would keep the communal entity safe and allow it to evolve and prosper. God became the manifestation of society’s will.

Copyright © 2002 by Lyndon Martin W. Beharry and LMB Enterprises LC. All Rights Reserved.

baktiarus@yahoo.com
Page 3 of 4

