International System: SI Units

 Each step represents a difference of 10 or 101  (i.e. 1 step = 10, 2 steps = 100, 3 steps = 1000).                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    M                                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 mega

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                1 x 106


                                                                                                                                                                                       k

                                                                                                                                                                                      kilo     

                                                                                                                                                                                   1 x 103                                      


                                                                                                                                   gram (g)

                                                                                                                                   meter (m)

                                                                                                                                    litre (L)

                                                                                                                          d                     

                                                                                                                        deci        1 x 100                                                          

                                                                                                             c                                

                                                                                                          centi     1 x 10-1                                                            

                                                                                             m         

                                                                                           milli     1 x 10-2                                                            

                                                                                               

                                                                                        1 x 10-3                                                                


                                           

                                                 

                                             micro

                                            1 x 10-6     

  n

nano

1 x 10-9                                                              

p


pico


1 x 10-12





Divide by 10


Units get bigger as the number gets smaller


Move the decimal to the left





Multiply by 10


Units get smaller as the number gets bigger


Move the decimal to the right





G


giga


1 x 109








