Rubric For Chemistry Essay

Name

Topic
	CRITERIA
	LEVEL 1
	LEVEL 2
	LEVEL 3
	LEVEL 4

	Knowledge / Understanding
	
	
	
	

	Understanding of concepts, principles, and theories (identifies assumptions, eliminates misconceptions, provides explanations)
	Demonstrates limited understanding of concepts, principles, and theories
	Demonstrates some understanding of concepts, principles, and theories
	Demonstrates considerable understanding of concepts, principles, and theories
	Demonstrates thorough understanding of concepts, principles, and theories

	Knowledge of facts and terms
	Demonstrates limited knowledge of facts and terms
	Demonstrates some knowledge of facts and terms
	Demonstrates considerable knowledge of facts and terms
	Demonstrates thorough knowledge of facts and terms

	Inquiry
	
	
	
	

	Topic and question to be investigated
	Topic and question unknown
	Topic or question stated
	Topic and question clearly stated
	Topic and question clearly seen throughout essay

	Essay format
	No format used
	Proper essay format used but not consistently
	Proper essay format used consistently
	Proper format used throughout the essay

	Analyzing and interpreting
	Demonstrates limited ability to draw conclusions based on the research
	Demonstrates some ability to draw conclusions based on research
	Draws valid conclusions based on the research
	Draws insightful conclusions based on the research

	Use of resources
	Accesses information from only one resource
	Accesses information from more than one resource
	Accesses information from a variety of resources (print, electronic, human)
	Accesses information from a wide variety of resources

	Quality and usefulness of information/source

(Bibliography)
	Locates information of limited usefulness to the issue, concept, or topic, or has no bibliography
	Locates information that is somewhat related to the issue, concept, or topic
	Locates information that is clearly related to the issue, concept, or topic
	Locates information that reflects a sophisticated understanding of the issue, concept, or topic

	Original thought
	Shows little evidence of having formulated own ideas/opinions
	Attempts to combine research with own ideas/opinions and research supports the ideas
	Combines research with own ideas/opinions and research supports the ideas
	Combines research with own ideas/opinions in a fluent and skilful manner and research supports the ideas

	Presentation
	2/5 criteria met for proper title page, font, font size, margins, and bibliography
	3/5 criteria met for proper title page, font, font size, margins, and bibliography
	4/5 criteria met for proper title page, font, font size, margins, and bibliography
	Proper title page, font, font size, margins, and bibliography

	Communication
	
	
	
	

	Spelling and grammar
	Spelling and grammar are of poor ability
	Spelling and grammar are of moderate ability
	Spelling and grammar are of high ability
	Spelling and grammar are of very high ability

	Communication of information and ideas
	Communicates information and ideas with limited clarity and precision
	Communicates information and ideas with moderate clarity and precision
	Communicates information and ideas with considerable clarity and precision
	Communicates information and ideas with a high degree of clarity and precision

	Recording information
	Summarizes very few main ideas from resources in own words
	Summarizes some main ideas from resources in own words
	Summarizes main ideas from resources in own words
	Reorganizes main ideas from resources to suit purpose

	Use of scientific terminology and (SI) units
	Uses scientific terminology and units with limited accuracy and effectiveness
	Uses scientific terminology and units with some accuracy and effectiveness
	Uses scientific terminology and units with considerable accuracy and effectiveness
	Uses scientific terminology and units with a high degree of accuracy and effectiveness

	Applications
	
	
	
	

	Understanding (making) connections among science, technology, society, and the environment
	Makes few connections among concepts
	Makes some connections among concepts in familiar contexts
	Makes connections among concepts in familiar contexts and some unfamiliar
	Makes connections among concepts in familiar and unfamiliar contexts

	Analysis of social and economic issues involving chemistry
	Demonstrates little depth of understanding when analyzing social and economic issues (lists other=s ideas)
	Demonstrates some depth of understanding when analyzing social and economic issues (adopts and/or extends others= words and ideas)
	Demonstrates considerable depth of understanding when analyzing social and economic issues (uses own words and expresses original ideas)
	Analyzes complex social and economic issues with a high degree of understanding


