
Shapes of Molecules:

Valence Shell Electron Pair Repulsion Theory (VSEPR)
Aim and Introduction

In today’s “practical” you will continue your study of covalent bonding by finding out about the shapes of some molecules.  You will carry out an online tutorial that will lead you through the VSEPR theory.  You will then demonstrate your understanding of the concepts by doing some practice problems.

Procedure

1. Go to http://www.chem.purdue.edu/gchelp/vsepr/whatis2.html
2. After reading the introduction, spend a couple of minutes finding out how to use “Chime” (the plug-in which allows us to see the molecules in 3D on your screen).

3. Now you are ready to carry out the tutorial.  Work your way through the Practice Problems by following the instructions given in the top left hand scroll-bar.  You only need to do #1-3,6,11.

Data Collection & Data Processing and Presentation

1. As this is a self-study exercise, you must ensure that you make clear, concise notes about the VSEPR theory.  

2. On separate paper, write your answers, showing all work, for the five practice problems.  Beside your answer, write the correct answer if you get yours wrong.

