Shapes of molecules: 

an interactive tutorial in VSEPR theory
Aim

To demonstrate your understanding of covalent bonding, Lewis structures, and the shapes of molecules by carrying out some on-line problems from the University of Oxford.

Introduction

We have studied, in some depth, the way that the shape of a molecule can be determined by following some simple rules laid down in the VSEPR theory.  You will check your knowledge by carrying out the following problems.

Procedure

Go to the following website:

http://www.chem.ox.ac.uk/vrchemistry/
Click on VSEPR and then carry out the 20 randomly generated problems.  


There are only five different shapes that you need to know.  Draw the molecules that have one of the following structures:


Linear


Trigonal Planar


Pyramidal or Trigonal Pyramid


Tetrahedral



Bent or V-shaped
