Earth’s Resources: Land, Air, and Water

OBJECTIVES:

1. Distinguish between, and identify, nonrenewable and renewable resources.

2. List ways that we use the land and its resources.

3. Discuss our air resources and describe the importance of clean air.

4. Discuss our water resources and describe the importance of clean water.
5. Identify ways in which human can reduce the need for increasing production of fresh-water resources.
VOCABULARY:

Natural Resources

Renewable Resources

Nonrenewable Resources


You and every other living thing on Earth must have certain resources to grow, develop, maintain life processes, and reproduce.  These resources all come from Earth.  The resources that Earth provides are known as natural resources.  Natural resources include Earth’s air, water, land, and all living things.  Renewable resources are natural resources that can be used indefinitely without causing a reduction in the available supply.  They are replaced through natural processes at a rate that is equal to, or greater than, the rate at which they are being used.

What are some examples of renewable resources?

Nonrenewable resources exist in a fixed amount in various places in Earth’s crust and can be replaced only by geological, physical, and chemical processes that take hundreds of millions of years.  They are exhaustible because they are being extracted and used at a much faster rate than the rate at which they were formed.    

What are some examples of nonrenewable resources?

Explain how we use the following resources and why they are important to us:

Protected Land

Soil

Bedrock

Ores

Explain why clean air is important.

How are humans interrupting Earth’s air cycle?

List some sources of natural and human made air pollution.

Why is clean water so important?

How are humans managing and controlling the world’s freshwater resources?
