Earth Science
OBJECTIVES:

1. State and explain the study of Earth science.

2. Compare and contrast the four areas of Earth science.

3. Describe how Earth’s four major systems interact.

4. Define technology and explain how it is helpful and how it can cause problems.

VOCABULARY:

Astronomy

Meteorology

Geology
Oceanography

Lithosphere
Hydrosphere

Atmosphere
Biosphere

Technology
Science means “having knowledge”.

· It is a process of observing and studying things in our world.

Earth science is the study of Earth and space.  It can be broken down into four categories:  

· Astronomy is the study of objects in space (beyond Earth’s atmosphere), including stars, planets, and comets.

· Meteorology is the study of weather in our atmosphere and the forces and processes that cause it.  

· Geology is the study of the Earth, its matter, and the processes that form and change Earth.

· Oceanography is the study of Earth’s oceans.

Scientists who study Earth Science have identified four main Earth systems:

· Lithosphere – outer shell of the planet that includes the crust and the mantel. 

· Hydrosphere – water found on or in the ground, in glaciers, and in the atmosphere.

· Atmosphere – the blanket of gases that surround our planet.

· Biosphere – all the organisms on Earth and the environment in which they live.

Can you explain how each of these systems interact?  Would life be possible if you removed one of these systems?  What have humans done to interfere with these systems?

Technology is the application of scientific discoveries.  People make discoveries using science.  Then they create something to better the lives of people. 

Can you describe how technology has made our lives better and how it has made our life worse?

