First Semester Core Vocabulary

The following list contains 289 words, organized into 7 tiers, which are, on the basis of
their inclusion in multiple first-year Russian textbooks, absolutely essential for first-year,
and particularly first-semester, students of Russian. These are all found on the active
vocabulary lists for these texts -- that means that students are expected to conjugate the
verbs, decline the adjectives and nouns, and remember rules pertaining to specific words,
e.g. that HpaBUThCS requires a subject in the Dative case.

Other words, obviously, are required -- the average chapter in the books reviewed
includes 55-100 active vocabulary words. However, many of these are topical (home,
family, school, colors, numbers) or vary by textbook. For instance, students using
Nachalo (Lubensky, Ervin, Jarvis, & McClellan, 2002) are introduced to aBTo0OYyC in
Chapter 1of Book I -- students using Golosa (Robin, Evans-Romaine, Shatalina, & Robin,
2002/2003) aren't introduced to transportation vocabulary until Book 2. These words are
important for first semester students across several different textbooks.

Note: some schools use the two-parter books on different schedules. Some quarter
schools use one book of Nachalo over two quarters (20 weeks); some semester schools use
one book of Golosa over two semesters (32 weeks) -- but other schools try to get through
all of one of these books much faster, i.e. one book of Golosa per semester, or much
slower, i.e. one book of Nachalo over three quarters. I am using the most compressed
schedule I have seen, i.e. one book per semester. However, I have dropped any
vocabulary that doesn't appear at least twice, in at least two separate introductory texts.
And I have organized the words into tiers.



Word

Tier One

TOBOPUTH
MUCaTh
CMOTPETH

Tier Two
neaTh
3aHUMATHCA
OKHO

pyoIB
CKa3aThb
CTOJ
qUTaTh

Tier Three

OobIION
Opar
OBITE
JeBYIITKA
JIOM
KUTh
3HATh
UM
KHUTa
Marhb
OTell
CJIIOBO
XOTETh

Tier Four
Balll

UATHU
Kakou
MOH

HaIl

TBOH

et

3TOT

[Translation]

[to speak, say]
[to write (imp.)]
[to watch (imp.)]

to do, make (imp.)]

to study, to do homework (imp.)]

[

[
[window]

[ruble]

[to say, tell (per.)]
[table]

[to read (imp.)]

[large, big]
[brother]
[to be]
[young woman]
[home, building]
[to live]
[to know]
[first name]
[book]
[mother]
[father]
[word]

[to want]

your, formal, m.]
to go on foot (per.)]
what, which, m.]
my, m.]

our, m.]

your, familiar, m.]
whose, m.]

this, that, m.]

e



Tier Five

OpaThb
BOCEMb
Bpay
rasera
roj

1Ba
JIeBOYKA
JICBSATH
JICHb
JeCATh
J10Yb
KeHa
KypHaI
HHCTUTYT

MHTEPECHBIN

KapTa
KBapTUpa
KpacUBbIN
mamna
JeKUUs
TOOUTH
MYX
HeJemns
HOBBII
MHUCHbMO
poJaBaTh
ATh
paauo
CeMb

TpH
bamunms
xJy1e0
XOPOILNH
YeNoBeK
YeThIpe
SI3BIK

to take (per.)]
eight]
doctor]
newspaper]|
year]

two]

little girl]
nine|

day]

ten]
daughter]
wife]
magazine]
institute]
interesting]
map]
apartment]
pretty, beautiful]
lamp]
lecture]

to love]
husband]
week]
new]
letter]

to sell]
five]

radio]
seven|
three]
surname]
bread]
good, nice]
person]
four]
language]
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Tier Six
B3ATh
BCE

rae
ropoj
Apyr
eCTh
exaTh
3BOHUTH
KaXKILIN
Korma
KYITUTh
MOYb
My3el
o0en
OJVH
IMUTH
MI0XOM
MOKYTaTh
IMOHUMATH
IOTOM
MPOCIYIIATh
paboTtathb
CKOJIBKO
CJIOBaph
CIIyIIaTh
Tak
Toraa
YUIUTBCS
4acTo
4TO

Tier Seven
aBTOOYC
AmMepuka
aMepUKaHeIl
aMeprKaHKa
aMEpUKaHCKUI
AHTJIMHUCKUN
aHTJIMYaHUH
arneabCHH
0abymika
OcIbIi
OmoIMoTeKa
OBICTPO

B

[to take (imper.)]

[everybody, everyone, everything]
[where]

[city]

[friend]

[to eat (per.)]

[to go by vehicle (per.)]

[to call (imp.)]

[every, each]

[when]

[to buy (imp.)]

[to be able]

[museum]

[lunch]

[one]

[to drink (per.)]

[bad]

[to buy]

[to understand (imp.)]

[then, afterwards]

[to listen (per.)]

[to work]

[how many, how much]
[dictionary]

[to listen to (imp.)]

[so, then, so much]

[in that case, then, at that time]

[
[
[

to study, be a student, learn to do something (imp.)]

often, frequently]
what, that]

[bus]
[America]
[American male]
[American female]
[American]
[English]
[Englishman]
[orange]
[grandmother]
[white]
[library]
[quickly]
[in, at]



BaHHAas
BEUEPOM
BHCETh

BMECTE

BHYK

BOJA
BOCKPECEHbBE
BpeMs
BTOPHUK

BBI

TOTOBUTH

Ia

Iaxe
JIBEHAIIIaTh
JIBEPb
JeaylIKa

JIETH

JIABaH

THEM

JloOpswrii Beuep!
Jlo0Operit neHs!
JTOKYMEHT
JIOJDKEH
JOPOToM
Apyroi
TymMaTh

ero

ee
€CTh

ee

3aBTpa
3aBTpaKaTh
3aKa3bIBaTh
371ech
31paBCTBYMHTE.
u

u3

U3y4arhb
WHOTJA

ux

Ka)KeTCs
Kosbaca
KOIITKa
KpacCHBIN
Kpecyo
KpOBaTh

bathroom]

in the evening]
to hang]
together]
grandson]

water]

Sunday]

time]

Tuesday]

you (formal/plural)]
to prepare, cook (imp.)]
yes]

even]

twelve]

door]
grandfather]
children]

couch]

in the afternoon]
Good evening!]
Good afternoon!]
document]

must]

dear, expensive]
other, another]

to think (imp.)]
his]

hers]

there is]

still, yet, else]
tomorrow]

to eat breakfast (imp.)]
to order (imp.)]
here]

Hello (formal)]
and]

from, of, made of]
to study]
sometimes]
their]

it seems]

red]

armchair]
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KTO [who]

Kypc [class (year in college)]
KYyXHS [kitchen]
MarasuH [store]
MarauTo(hoH [tape recorder]
MaJeHbLKHI [small, little]
MaJb4YuK [boy]

Mama [mom]
MalllrHa [car]

MeO0eIb [furniture]
Mens 30BYT... [My name is...]
MeCSII] [month]
MJIaIIHAN [younger]
MOYHO [it is possible]
Momnoperr! [Well done!]
MOJIOA0M [young]
MOJIOJOM 4eI0BeK [ young man]
MOJIOKO [milk]
MockBa [Moscow]
MY3bIKa [music]

MBI [we]

HaJo [it is necessary]
Hazaj [ago (collog.)]
HaJIEBO [on the left]
HamucaTh [to write (per.)]
HaIpaBo [on the right]
HE [not]
HEBO3MOKHO [impossible]
HEIaBHO [recently]
HEJAIEKO [not far]
HENb3s [forbidden]
HEMHOT'O [a little]
HEILJI0XO0 [pretty well]
HET [no]

HHUKOT A [never]
HHYETO [nothing]

HO [but]

HOYBIO [at night]
HPaBUThCS [to please (imp.)]
0(0)(00) [about]
001IEeKUTHE [dormitory]
0OBIYHO [usually]
OJIMHHAIIIATh [eleven]

OH [he, it]

OHa [she, it]

OHU [they]



OHO
OTJIUYHO
OTYECTBO
OYEHb

rnamna
MEHCHS
HcaTeb
IUIOXO
nojapyra
MOKa3aTh
I10JI
MoJTy4aTh
IIOMOTraTh
MMOHEACTBLHUK
MO-PYCCKHU
HOCIEeTHUN
MMOCMOTPETH
MOXO0JK Ha
no4yemy
MpaKTHKa
MIPUTJTIACHUTh
MIPUTOTOBUTH
MIPOYKTHI
[Ipocture!
npodeccus
MPOYUTATH
IITHHLA
pasmep
pacckasaTb
poauTenu
pyCCKUM
psaIOM
cajar

CBOI
cIelaTh
CeroaHs
ceituac
CeMbS
cecTpa
CHUMIIaTHIHBIN
CIBIIIATH
CHayasa
cobaka
COBCEM HE
cocen
CIaJIbHS

it]

excellent]
patronymic]

very]

dad]

pension]

writer]

poorly]

friend (female)]

to show, reveal (per.)]
floor]

to receive (imp.)]
to help]

Monday]

in Russian]

last]

to watch (per.)]
resembles]

why]

practice]

to invite (per.)]

to prepare, cook (per.)]
groceries]

Excuse me!]
profession]

to read (per.)]
Friday]

size]

to tell, narrate (per.)]
parents]

Russian]
alongside]

salad]

one's own]

to do, make (per.)]
today]

nice, likeable]
to hear (per.)]
at first]

dog]

not at all]
male neighbor]
bedroom]
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Cnacu0o.
cpena
CTapbli
CTeHa
CTOUTH
CTOJIOBasI
CTOSITH
CTpaHa
CTY/EHT
CTYICHTKA
CTYyI
cybboTta
CBIH
TaKou
TaMm
TEIEBU30P
Ternepb
TOXeE
TOJIBKO
TOT
TPUALIATH
TPYIHO
Tyajuer
TyT
Ty
THI
Y)KUHATD
yIuia
YHHUBEPCHUTET
YPOK
yTpoM
YUUTETh
XOIHTh
XOpOIIO
qac
4eTBepr
[Ianka
1IeCTh
TaXK

3TO

o

[Thank you.]
[Wednesday]
[old]

[wall]

[to cost]

[dining room]

[to stand, to be located]
[country, nation]
[student (male)]
[student (female)]
[chair]

[Saturday]

[son]

[such, so, a real]
[there]
[television]

[now]

[also]

[only]

[that, those]
[thirty]

[difficult]
[bathroom]

[here]

[shoes]

[you (informal)]
[to have dinner (imp.)]
[street]
[university]
[class, lesson]

[in the morning]
[male teacher]

[to go on foot (roundtrip)]
[fine, good]
[hour, o'clock]
[Thursday]

[cap, fur hat]

[six]

[floor, story]
[this/that is, these/those are]
(1]



