Date:  Sat Oct 4, 2003  9:43 am

Subject:  Saturday, October 4

Hi all :)
Sorry it's been so long since I've written!  I actually write everyday in my mind - making note of something I want to tell you, but then by the time I get home or actually get within touching distance of the computer, I get distracted by this or that and then it's suddenly midnight and I tell myself I'll just write tomorrow.
 

Finally I'm getting a few minutes to send something out!  John and Zach are biking over to the commissary (military grocery store) to pick up a few items and Alyssa is playing with Allie upstairs.
 

We usually have Saturday off from homeschool, but we schooled today because we swapped with Tuesday (explained below).  We did a light, "modified" school day, though - it's nice to do stuff that's a little different.  We worked on a 2,000 piece puzzle called the Tapestry of the Centuries that has a mural-style painting of 350 of the most influential people and evens of the last 2,000 years.  So we talked about some of the faces and events pictured while we worked on it.  The kids each read from a book they're working on.  Zach is reading "The Titanic: Lost...And Found!" and Alyssa read "Muskrat, Muskrat Eat Your Peas!"  Then John read 2 chapters from Island of the Blue Dolphins.  Alyssa and Zach did some phonics and math homework, and Alyssa went and got Allie so we could work on their quilts.  
 

Alyssa, Zach, and Allie are making small beginner quilts - about 18 in. x 25 in.  Alyssa chose 4 patterns with a blue theme - with cats, dragonflies, a batik print, and suns/moons.  Zach chose an interesting combination of 3 fabrics - blue/grey arctic animals, dark blue outer space with space shuttles blasting off, and purple background with sparkly lavendar moons.  Today Alyssa and Allie pieced their quilt tops and Zach cut out his squares.
 

Anyway, the reason for our Tuesday/Saturday swap: Allie's dad, Kip, came upon 4 free tickets to Lotte World (LOH-tay) that could only be used on Tuesday, and they couldn't use the tickets, so gave them to us!  Sweet!  We're going to bake them a batch of snickerdoodles. :)  Unfortunately, John couldn't go with us.
 

The kids and I took the subway, which is spotlessly clean and great for people watching - for us *and* for the Koreans - they are always sneaking peeks - there aren't really a lot of American-looking people around, especially during the day.  The subway goes just about anywhere you want to go, even beyond the outskirts of the city, and you just can't beat the price - 700 won (about 65 cents) for adults, 350 won (about 33 cents) for kids - one way, to most places.  It's quite safe, and help is easy to find when you get turned around.
 

This is nice - I got a little confused on the way to Lotte World.  We had 2 subway line transfers, and on the second one, I must have gotten us off 1 stop too early or late - there were no signs guiding you to the other lines.  So I asked someone for help and they found someone who was going to our stop (Jamshil) and we just stuck to her side until we got to Jamshil.
 

Lotte World is kind of like a mini Disneyland - Lotte owns a *huge* shopping mall and also manufactures a wide variety of packaged foods and drinks.  Lotte World itself is half inside the mall and half outside.  The mall is 3 stories tall - it has a big skating rink in the center of the bottom floor, an eatery around the center of the middle floor, and Lotte World on the top floor.  Of course, there are scads of stores of all sorts everywhere else - it's just *vast*!
 

We stopped in 7-11 (yes, they have them here too!) so I could get a couple of my favorite triangle kimbaps (KIM-bop) - it's kind of like sushi, but they don't put raw stuff in the center.  It's about 3 inches along each side and about an inch thick.  It's mostly rice, but right in the center they put various delicious fillings: something like tuna salad, pulgogi (thin sliced grilled steak) with kochujang (a sweet, hot, red pepper paste), bipimbap (a mixture of vegetables like beansprouts or spinach, scrambled egg, a little pulgogi, and kochujang), etc.  It's folded up in kim (laver seaweed used to wrap sushi - it's laver seaweed that's chopped and flattened very thin, then toasted), but they sandwich the kim in 2 layers of thin plastic (because the kim gets soggy when it touches something wet).  So you pull this little plastic tag, which makes it possible to *carefully* slip the plastic off from both sides.  Sorry about the confusing description - it's really hard to discribe.  Anyway, then the kim is wrapped up in the kim and you eat it.
 

The kids got pretzels at Aunt Annie's (yes, they have that here, too :)  ) and then we figured out how to get into Lotte World.  It was a bit overwhelming at first - with all the amusement rides all over the place and a tram (one of the rides that went all over the whole area of Lotte World) going around overhead.  Plus there were huge schoolgroups of children of various ages, though mostly 5-6 year olds.  They were in groups of about 20-30 and all wore the same jackets and backpacks - pretty cute!
 

Immediately, kids began calling out to us: "Hi!" and "Hello!" from left and right - all trying out a little English on us.  And teenage girls would stop us and tell us in broken English how beautiful Alyssa and Zach are.  Twice a small group of teenage girls asked to have their picture taken with Alyssa and Zach on their digital cameras.  I swear every Korean kid over the age of 8 has their own cell phone - complete with built-in digital cameras and these interesting video games.  The Seoul culture itself demands that every person own a fancy compact cell phone!  I've met several people who were stunned that we don't have a cell phone.  It's interesting to hear the various cell ringers, which are different from the ones in the States.  The Korean ones play high-toned, slightly digital sounding, tinkly tunes that are far too catchy - there's one tune that Alyssa and I frequently get stuck in our head and we have no idea what it is.  There are other ringers - one of the kids' modeling agents has a ringer that's a little Korean child calling out in a cute voice: "Mama!  Please answer the phone!" (in Korean - "Oma!  Chon hwa hae chuseo" or something very close to that).
 

We had a great time on the rides - there was one in the water with a Sinbad theme - it went through "caves" and was a little scary with pirates (not live), chained skeletons, dragons and such.  It was all in Korean, so a lot of the freakiness of the menacing, echoey pirate tirades with maniacal laughter were lost on us.  I'm sure they were warning us not to proceed, that we were to meet our doom, or whatnot - that's what the intonation of the voices sounded like.
 

The kids loved the tree swing ride the best - it was like a merry-go-round, but had swings hanging all around it and spun around.  We went on a few other rides and tried to get what looked like a delicious, fruity strawberry Icee, which turned out to taste terrible - too much flavoring.  We finally found a "Dog on a Stick" vendor (You know, the place where the servers wear the silly red and white striped hats and miniskirt dresses - very British.  They had one of these in a mall in San Francisco.)  They sell hotdogs and corndogs on sticks, fries, and lemonade.  So we got a fresh lemonade and it was delicious.
 

Finally, we went to the Korean Folk Museum - it was amazing!  It was set up like a natural history museum with life-sized figures and actual artifacts.  It covered from prehistoric times to the present.  The most amazing areas to me were the celadon pottery (Korea is famous for it's beautiful green celadon pottery, especially with inlaid designs.) and the huge room with realistic miniature village scenes (about 6" high people) of traditional Korean village life.  If you want to learn more about celadon in a fun way, do read the 2003 Newbery Award-winning book A Single Shard.  It's about a young Korean orphan boy (I think it is set in the 1500's) who wants to learn how to make celadon pottery and eventually ends up apprenticing with a celadon master (this is very unusual because masters usually only teach their own sons).  It's historical fiction, but just the story.  You get to learn the whole process of creating a piece of celadon, which is fascinating and requires amazing knowledge, skill and luck (in the kiln-firing).
 

We made it home uneventfully, though exhausted, and discovered a lovely snack on the way back.  There are many small shops that are kind of like a corner store, with drinks and sweet snacks and packages of noodles or homemade kimbap and such.  We decided to try a bag of what looks like a large rice cake (poofy rice).  Well, it's our new favorite!  It is a puffed rice cake, very lightly sweetened - crunchy and delicious - and you can't beat the price - only 1,000 won (that about 85 cents) for a bag a little over 1 foot by 6 inches.
 

Alright - more to share later.  And I haven't forgotten about finishing up Alyssa's dyslexia evaluation report - I just wanted to send this out before I forgot the details!
 

Blessings!
Laura Joy >^,,^<
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