LIZZIE MEDRANO GAMBERALE
Rue des Chevaliers 22  -   1050  BRUSSELS  -  BELGIUM

TEL:  02 502.46.15 or 0498-82.57.62

Email : lizziemedrano@skynet.be
 

 

PERSONAL INFORMATION

· Nationality:


Guatemalan 
· Place of Birth:

Guatemala City 
· Age: 



31 years old 

· Marital status:

Married to Italian citizen, residing in Brussels 
 

 

SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS 

· Master in International and Comparative Law (LL.M, cum laude distinction) 

· Diplomatic Service 
· Qualified Lawyer 

· University Law Degree 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

August  2003  
Universidad Francisco Marroquín

Guatemala city, Guatemala

I   have   been   appointed  visiting  professor  to  the  Faculty  of  Law (international  business  course).   I  will  teach international trade law (focusing  on the WTO multilateral trade system) to students of the Faculty of  Law  and  to  a  group  of  judges in the framework of the University's Judicial School.

March – July 2003   Commission of the European Communities
Brussels, Belgium

Trainee at  Unit B4: External Dimension of the Internal Market

I was involved in trade negotiations with third countries and research assignments. I participated in finalizing the European Union GATS offer in the financial, postal, and professional service sectors. I assisted in the preparation of the negotiating position in the ongoing trade negotiations taking place at the World Trade Organization and the bilateral negotiations taking place with MERCOSUR. In this context, I  participated in various inter-service group meetings within the Commission. 

February - June 2001  UNCTAD                                                Geneva, Switzerland 

Consultant in the  Microfinance Project 

At the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) I was responsible for collecting information on the legal framework available in Latin America in the Microfinance Sector. The research carried out included the analysis of specific financial legislation, and the contact with National Authorities in the Latin-American capitals to gather information on the limitation, taxes and incentives applied to foreign investments. The collected data was published on the Internet in the Virtual Market of Microfinance (www.vmm.dpn.ch).

 

July 1998 - Nov. 2000   Mission of Guatemala to the WTO Geneva, Switzerland

Diplomatic Representative

I was appointed First Secretary of the Mission of Guatemala to the World Trade Organization (WTO) and other International Organizations. I was the delegate of Guatemala in charge of following the meetings on: Trade in Services, Electronic Commerce, Investment and Competition Policy. Until February 2000 I was also delegate in charge of: Intellectual Property (WIPO and WTO), Government Procurement, and State Trading Enterprises.

As part of my functions I reported on the meetings and developments in Geneva to my capital, and I had to analyze the trade issues from a technical point of view, with emphasis on the legal implications for Guatemala's regulatory framework and trade policy. At the same time, I kept diplomatic relationships in Geneva and procured Capacity Building Activities for Guatemala. 

 

1997 - 1998   Bolsa de Valores National, S.A. (National Stock Exchange)
Guatemala city, Guatemala

In House Lawyer 

At the Stock Exchange in Guatemala City, I coordinated the house legal staff and was responsible for advising brokers on the legal requirements and implications of transactions in the market. I had to give legal opinions to the Board of Directors on each request to list public debt instruments and/or stock. I provided legal information about the Guatemalan Stock Exchange to the general public and was in charge of keeping public relation activities with the Government authorities. 

1996  -  1997  Chamber of Commerce 

                        Arbitration and Mediation Center (CENAC)

Guatemala city, Guatemala

Manager of CENAC 

I provided legal assistance on the administration of Commercial Arbitration cases brought to the Center. In particular I gave assistance to the Arbitrators on the procedural preparation of hearings, files and general material for the cases; and to the parties in setting up mediation requests. As part of my functions I was in charge of public relation activities, and the organization of ADR Seminars. I was appointed speaker for the CENAC in two conferences in Costa Rica and Panama. 
 

1994 - 1996    Umaña y Asociados.
           
Guatemala City, Guatemala

 

Legal clerk in the law firm

 

EDUCATION

 
2001 - 2002   Vrije Universiteit Brussels  (BELGIUM)


            Faculty of Law - PILC



Master in International and Comparative Law (LL.M) 



A post-graduate program in European, and International Law. 

Graduation Paper: "Power to regulate trade in services, comparison      with lessons of the European Communities."

 
1996 - 1998 Universidad Francisco Marroquín (GUATEMALA)


           Faculty of Law 



Bar and Notary qualification



Post-graduate vocational training as practicing Lawyer and Notary.



Legal traineeship in the District Attorney office in Antigua Guatemala.



Graduation Thesis: "Precautory Measures in the Arbitration Procedure"

 

1991 - 1996 Universidad Francisco Marroquín (GUATEMALA)



Law school : Licenciada en Ciencias Jurídicas y Sociales. 

 

LANGUAGES

· Spanish, mother tongue 

· English, fluent.  TOEFL: 670

· French, Advance level at University of Brussels

· Italian,  intermediate  level at the "Istituto Italiano di Cultura" in Brussels.

 

TECHNICAL TRAINING

· Settlement of Disputes in International Trade, Investment and Intellectual Property.  UNCTAD. Switzerland. 
· Seminar on Competition Policy. Geneva University, Switzerland. 
· Foreign Direct Investment. UNCTAD. France, Venezuela, Guatemala, Switzerland. 
· WTO Dispute Settlement Procedures. WTO. Switzerland. 
· Various WTO Seminars on Trade Issues. Switzerland. 
· WIPO Academy for Diplomats. Switzerland. 
· Intellectual Property Seminars. France and Switzerland. 
· Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) Seminars and Workshops. Switzerland, Guatemala, Costa Rica, Panama and Colombia. 
· OECD expert meeting on Trade in Services. Paris, France. 
 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

· Guatemalan Bar, register No. 5,625
REFERENCES

· Mr. Jonathan Faull. Director General of Justice and Home Affairs (JAI).  Tel: (322) 2958658/86269. Jonathan.Faull@cec.eu.int
· Jeroen Hooijer. Head of Unit B4: External Aspects of the Internal Market. Tel:

(322) 2955885/54744. Jeroen.Hooijer@cec.eu.int
· Mr. Frank Grozel. Counselor UNCTAD. Geneva.  

Tel: (4122) 907 5505. Frank.Grozel@unctad.org
· Mr. David Hartridge. Senior Director WCI Consulting. Geneva 
Tel: (4122) 310 2782. D.Hartridge@whitecase.com
· Lic. María Isabel Morales de Mazzei. Minister Counselor of the Mission of Guatemala to WTO. Geneva. Tel: (4122) 730 1337. irei@eurospan.com 
· Ing. Rolando San Roman. General Manager of the National Stock Exchange in Guatemala City. Tel: (502) 3322301. rsnroman@guate.net
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