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I. Folktales, myths and legends

· Believed as true 
· Usually sacred 
· Set in the distant past or other worlds or parts of the world 
· Contain extra-human, inhuman, or heroic characters

II. Characteristics of Oral Tradition

· Contain basic literary elements (plot, setting, characters, theme)

· Considered a true explanation of the natural world and how it came to be

· Characters are often non-human (gods, goddesses, supernatural beings, first people)

· Plot may involve interplay between worlds (this world and previous or original world)

· Depicts events that bend or break natural laws 

III. The Role of Oral Tradition

· To explain the beginning of the universe
· To convey how to live, especially values and  core meanings of individuals, families, communities

· To explain the problem of good versus evil

· To answer basic questions of existence

· Who are we?

· Why are we here?

· What is our purpose?

IV. Facts and Figures

· Population (estimated)

· European arrival

· 18 million in North America 

· 5 million in United States

· 2000 census

· 1.5 million in United States

· Culture (Estimated)

· European arrival

· Over 300 cultural groups

· At least 200 languages

· 20th century

· At least 149 languages still in use

