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Honors English 11 is a rigorous course studying American literature from pre-colonial days to early 20th century. This course consists of many in class and outside readings which include many genres used in the United States throughout its history. During this course, you will be assessed mainly through writing with very few objective tests. A research-based paper will also be required at this level. 
As an honors student, you will be expected to be responsible and keep up with readings. The class is structured through class discussion of the selections’ themes and symbolism as well as many other literary devices. You will be given a long-range schedule for each of the major readings we do. It is imperative that you stay current with the readings, so you can be prepared for discussions and quizzes and be an integral part of group work. 

Rules for this class are very simple. You are expected to act respectful and mature. Since you are in an honors class, this should not be a problem. All rules of the student handbook apply in this course.
If you have any issues or questions with assignments when you are at home, please email me at enance@wcpss.net. I will check it nightly and try to be available for help. Additionally, please check my website www.geocities.com/liz_nance2/English. It has valuable information on it for you.
Below is a breakdown of the readings and units planned for this course. It is subject to change at my discretion. 

Early American Literature (Native American, Colonialism and Puritanism)
Myths: “The Earth on Turtle’s Back” Onondaga


  “When Grizzlies Walked Upright” Modoc

Legend: from “The Navajo Origin Legend” Navajo

Nonfiction: from “The General History of Virginia” Smith

                  from “Of Plymouth Plantation” Bradford

Poetry: “Huswifery” Taylor


  “To My Dear and Loving Husband” Bradstreet

Sermon: from “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” Edwards

Novel: The Scarlet Letter Hawthorne

Revolutionary Period

Autobiography: from “The Autobiography” Franklin


      from “The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah 



      
Equiano” Equiano

Nonfiction: from “Poor Richard’s Almanack” Franklin


        from Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass Douglass

Primary Source: “The Declaration of Independence” Jefferson

Essay: “The Crisis, Number 1” Paine

Speech: “Speech in the Virginia Convention” Henry

 
    “Speech in the Convention” Franklin

Letter: “Letter to Her Daughter from the New White House” Adams

A Growing Nation (Transcendentalism)
Short Story: “The Devil and Tom Walker” Irving



 “The Minister’s Black Veil” Hawthorne

Poetry: “Thanatopsis” Longfellow


  “Concord Hymn” Emerson


  “Success is Counted Sweetest” Dickinson


  “Because I could not stop of Death” Dickinson


  “There’s a certain slant of light” Dickinson


  “My life closed twice before its close” Dickinson


  “Song of Myself” Whitman


  “I Hear America Singing” Whitman


  “A Noiseless Patient Spider” Whitman

Nonfiction: from Walden Thoreau

Essay: from “Nature” Emerson


 from “Self-Reliance” Emerson


 from “Civil Disobedience” Thoreau

Novel: Stargirl Spinelli

Age of Realism

Short Story: “An Episode of War” Crane



 “The Story of an Hour” Chopin

Speech: “The Gettysburg Address” Lincoln

Public Document: “Emancipation Proclamation” Lincoln

Diary: “A Confederate Account of the Battle of Gettysburg” McKim

Nonfiction: “Reaction to the Emancipation Proclamation” Turner

Letter: “An Account of an Experience with Discrimination” Truth

Novel: Huckleberry Finn Twain

The Modern Age

Short Story: “Winter Dreams” Fitzgerald


          “The Jilting of Granny Weatherall” Porter



 “A Rose for Emily” Faulkner

Poetry: “Mending Wall” Frost


  “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” Eliot


  “old age sticks” Cummings

 
  “Out, Out” Frost


  “The Negro Speaks of Rivers” Hughes


  “I, Too” Hughes

Autobiography: from Dust on the Tracks Hurston

Novel: Their Eyes Were Watching God Hurston


 The Great Gatsby Fitzgerald

The Contemporary Period

Short Story: “Everyday Use” Walker


 “The Life You Save May Be Your Own” O’Connor

Poetry: “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud” Wordsworth


  “The Death of the Ball Turret Gunner” Jarrell


  “Mirror” Plath


  “The Explorer” Brooks


  “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings” Angelou

Speech: “Inaugural Address” Kennedy

Letter: from “Letter from the Birmingham Jail” King

Drama: The Crucible Miller

At the end of each major work, students will be given an essay prompt designed to make the students analyze and look more in-depth at the underlying themes, symbolism, motifs and various literary devices employed by the author. In general, the students will have approximately a week to complete the assigned essay outside of class. 

In place of an essay for the novel Stargirl, we will write the required research paper at that time. This will be a multi-step process and will last approximately three to four weeks. 
