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ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS

· Literature reflects the history of a people and enriches its culture.
· Particular conventions and characteristics define literary genres. 

· Effective readers, writers, and speakers engage actively with text to create meaning. 

· Effective readers, writers, and speakers master the subtleties of text and language.
GUIDING QUESTIONS
· What is an “American”?
· What is “the American Dream”?
· How do authors reflect the dynamics of society?

· What is American literature?
· What are its distinctive voices and styles? 
· How do social and political issues influence the American literary record?
· How do place and time shape literature and our understanding of it?
· How do the characteristics of a particular genre affect the expression of ideas?

· How does American literature create conceptions of the American experience and identity?

