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Title: Conversational Chinese Mandarin 050B, 3 units, MT-Temporary Buildings-Room MT-03, Wednesday 7:00 pm-10:10 pm (1/31-5/23/2007)

Instructor: Hua-Fu Liu  刘华馥
E-mail: liulaoshimissioncollege@yahoo.com 

Website: www.geocities.com/liulaoshimissioncollege 

Office Hour: before/after class (+2 hr)/by appointment

Mailbox: Associated Faculty Center Mailbox under Liu, Hua-Fu 

Tel: (408) 221-3395

Course Description: This course introduces the students to high-beginner level communication skills of Mandarin. The participants are who have completed Conversational Chinese Mandarin 050A or equivalent. The course emphasizes practical communication for everyday use and business, particularly conversational fluency. Pinyin and writing system also is reviewed. Instruction provides cultural information. 
Text and required materials: Integrated Chinese (Simplified Character Second Edition, 2005, Level 1, Part 1, 3 vols-textbook, workbook, and character workbook [simplified and traditional characters]), Tao-Chung Yao, Yuehua liu, C&T, 2005. Oxford Concise English-Chinese, Chinese-English Dictionary (optional). Handouts will be distributed.   
Class Procedures: There will be lecture section plus practical conversational practice section. Active participation in classroom activities is expected. In addition to the discussion of the text, classroom activities include meaningful practice of vocabulary and patterns, simulated activities and group-based tasks of conversation.   
Teaching methodology: The instructor will adopt the “Communicative approach” through the classroom instruction. Beyond grammatical discourse elements in communication, the instructor will probe the nature of social, cultural, and pragmatic features of language.  The students will explore pedagogical means for 'real-life' communication in the classroom.  The students will develop linguistic fluency, not just the accuracy that has so consumed the historical journey.  The instructor will consider the learners as partners in a cooperative venture.  And the classroom practices seek to draw on whatever intrinsically sparks learners to reach their fullest potential.
Grading Criteria:

· Attendance and active participation (20%)

· Homework/online assignments (25%)

· Quizzes/presentation (25%) 

· Mid-term Examination (15%)

· Final Examination (15%)

Final grade for the semester: 75-100% (optional credited); 90-100%=A, 80-90%=B, 70-80%=C, 60-70%=D, Bellowed 60=F

Requirements: Workbook, Character Workbook and additional supplementary materials assignments signed by the instructor as homework. Homework is assigned on every Wednesday while it should be turned in on the next Wednesday. The instructor will sign out online language learning activities and email replies as part of homework. Late homework is not accepted except for documented medical emergency (if you have any difficulties keeping up with the work, be sure to discuss with the instructor). Quizzes/presentation are scheduled approximately once every two weeks. There will be one Mid-term and one Final Examination. Besides, attendance is an essential course requirement. Your grade in active participation in class will be based on how much you try to practice Chinese and completion of the assignments. 

Make-up Policy: Only one make-up quiz will be allowed. Mid-term and Final exam are given strictly to those with medical excuses or who have legitimate reasons and have made advance arrangement with the course written format. 
Attendance Policy: Students who miss classes over 4 times will be counted as losing 10% of the entire semester grade. Always be punctual in attending the classes. Students who appear 30 minutes late will be counted as missing the class unless under some unexpected circumstances. Students who always come in on time and attend all classes will receive 5 points for extra credits. Students must turn off their cellular phones at all times while they attend class.
Learning outcomes: In the end of the semester, students are expected to be able to
· Recognize and distinguish by ear, to pronounce correctly, and to write in Han Yu Pin Yin, all the individual syllables in the phonetic system of Mandarin. 

· Apply and demonstrate sentence patterns, grammatical features and usage introduced in the instruction. 

· Demonstrate and articulate simple texts written in memorized Chinese character (approximately 300). 

· Interpret and compose in Mandarin on simple topics of everyday life. 
· Evaluate, compare and assemble knowledge in general and in particular about the Chinese people, the language, and the culture.
Student Rights and Responsibilities: The instructor is not responsible for students’ not being informed of homework or not receiving the handouts due to the students’ absences. Due to each student’s background, interest, learning style, difficulties and goals are different, please always be patient with each other and do not hesitate to see the instructor for extra help or extra word in a certain area. No language can be required overnight. You have to build up your Chinese language proficiency gradually through constant practice. The discovery of any cheating, including plagiarism or shared work of any kind on an exam, quiz, or homework will result in immediate expulsion from the course with a failing grade. 

Schedule of class (tentative):
	Week
	Date
	IC Chapters/Tests
	Topics/Functions

	1
	1/31/07
	Review Lesson 1 to 5
	Getting to know each other/ Review Pinyin/Lesson 1 to 5

	2
	2/7/07
	Review Lesson 1 to 5/Lesson 6
	Review Lesson 1 to 5/Making phone calls

	3
	2/14/07
	Lesson 6, Quiz/Presentation
	Making appointments

	4
	2/21/07
	Lesson 7
	Studying Chinese

	5
	2/28/07
	Lesson 7
	Descriptive words and expression (1)

	6
	3/7/07
	Lesson 8, Quiz/Presentation
	School Life 

	7
	3/14/07
	Lesson 8
	Descriptive expressions (2)

	8
	3/21/07
	Mid-Term
	Review

	9
	4/4/07
	Lesson 9
	Shopping

	10
	4/11/07
	Lesson 9
	Comparison for things

	11
	4/18/07
	Lesson 10, Quiz/Presentation
	Weather

	12
	4/25/07
	Lesson 10
	Descriptive expressions (3)

	13
	5/2/07
	Lesson 11, Quiz/Presentation
	Comparison; Transportation

	14
	5/9/07
	Lesson 11
	Asking the Way

	15
	5/16/07
	Cultural Activity
	Study period

	16
	5/23/07
	Final Exam 
	Study period
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