English II, Week #4 Vocabulary
Mrs. Shettles

Mince:  to cut into very small pieces; to walk or speak affectedly, as with studied 

             refinement; to say something more delicately or indirectly for the sake of 

             politeness or decorum

Opprobrious:  expressing contempt or reproach; scornful; abusive; bringing shame or 

                       disgrace

Oxymoron:  a figure of speech containing a seemingly contradictory combination of 

                    expressions, such as friendly fire
Platitude:  a trite or banal statement, especially one uttered as if it were new

Remonstrate:  to say or plead in protest, objections, or opposition; to scold or reprove

Repartee:  a quick, witty reply; the ability to make witty replies

Sardonic:  sarcastic; mocking scornfully

Sententious:  expressing oneself tersely; pithy; full of maxims and proverbs offered in a 

                      self-righteous manner

Solecism:  a mistake in the use of language; violation of good manners or etiquette; 

                  impropriety

Voluble:  talking a great deal and with great ease; language marked by great fluency; 

                rapid, nimble speech; turning or rotating easily on an axis
