English I, Pre-AP

Week #4 Vocabulary

Mrs. Shettles

Bombastic:  speaking pompously, with inflated self-importance

Censure:  an expression of strong criticism or disapproval; a rebuke or condemnation

Derisive:  scornful, expressing ridicule; mocking, jeering

Disparage:  to speak of in a slighting or derogatory way; to belittle

Effusive:  expressing emotions in an unrestrained or excessive way; profuse, 

                 overflowing, gushy

Eloquent:  expressing strong emotions or arguments in a powerful, fluent, and persuasive 

                 manner

Gainsay:  to deny, contradict, or declare false; to oppose

Harangue:  a long, often scolding or bombastic speech; a tirade

Importune:  to ask incessantly, make continuous requests; to beg persistently and 

                     urgently

Malapropism:  comical misuse of words, especially those that are similar in sound

