A ballad is a form of verse, often a narrative story and set to music.  Now that we have read a lot about Tom Robinson and his story in To Kill a Mockingbird, I want you to write “The Ballad of Tom Robinson”.    If it helps to think about writing this form of poetry as a rap, that is acceptable.  You will not have to perform it for the class unless you want to.    Turn in your ballad to the substitute.  It should be a minimum of the front side of one page.  Be sure to include specific details from the story such as Tom’s handicap (remember that he got his arm caught in a cotton gin when he was a boy), Tom’s desire to help Mayella because no one else would, and his horrible position that landed him on trial for her rape.   Lastly, conclude your poem/ballad/rap with details about his death.
