WRITING UNIT NOTES

These notes are adapted from the ones taken in class.  Please be sure to get copies of the notes from a classmate!  These notes are designed to serve as a companion to the class notes!


Three things that you should remember before you begin writing:
1.  Writers write.  Most do so everyday.
2.  Writers read.  The more you read, the better you will write.
3.  Writing takes practice!


subject:  a broad area you decide that you want to write about
topic:  the narrow territory within that subject area that you stake out as a specific focus for your              writing.

Sometimes writers first identify a broad subject they are interested in and carve a narrow topic from that broad area.

Techniques to help the writer find subjects and topics include:
     a.  Freewriting
     b.  Browsing through a dictionary
     c.  Reading newspapers
     d.  Filling in the blanks in sentences
     e.  Keeping an essay-subject notebook
     f.  Thinking and observing
     g.  Making lists
     h.  Asking questions
     i.  Clustering

Suitable essay topics should:
1.  Have an impact on the reader
2.  Be narrow enough to be treated with penetration in a reasonable length
3.  Be something the writer knows enough about
Additional Points to Remember About Prewriting:
1.  The writing process seldom progresses in a straight line from step 1 to step 2 to step 3 and so on.
2.  Idea generation takes time
3.  Writers may rely on a combination of prewriting techniques
4.  Experiment with all of the prewriting techniques until you find what works best for you.
5.  Realize that the techniques you favor may not work EVERY time.



PURPOSE


Your purpose is to answer the following question:  Why are you writing a particular piece?  Writers can establish one or a combination of four broad purposes for their writing:
1.  To share feelings, ideas, and/or experiences with the reader
2.  To inform the reader of something
3.  To persuade the reader to think or act in a certain way
4.  To entertain the reader

Writers MUST have a purpose because the reason for the writing will influence what is said.

AUDIENCE

Like your purpose, your audience will affect your writing.  AUDIENCE AND PURPOSE MUST BE COMPATIBLE!

If you have trouble deciding on a suitable audience for your writing, answer the following questions:
1.  Who could learn something from my writing?
2.  Who would enjoy reading about my topic?
3.  Who could be influenced to think or act a certain way as a result of reading my writing?
4.  Who shares an interest in my topic or would be sympathetic to my point of view?
5.  Who would find my topic important?
6.  Who needs to hear what I have to say?

Once you have identified your audience, you will need to assess the nature of that audience so you can provide the kind of detail that will fill your reader's needs and help you achieve your purpose.  To determine the nature of your audience, answer the following questions:
1.  What does my reader already know about my topic?
2.  What will my reader need to learn to appreciate my point of view?
3.  Does my reader have any strong feelings about my topic?
4.  Is my reader interested in my topic or will I have to arouse interest?
5.  How receptive will my reader be to my point of view?  Why?
6.  Will my reader's age, sex, level of education, income, job, politics, or religion affect reaction to my topic?

WHEN TO MOVE ON
At some point during the prewriting process, you will feel "finished."  Usually this means that you are satisfied that you have a workable topic, viable purpose, a clear and appropriate audience, and enough satisfactory ideas to form a departure point.

WHAT TO MOVE ON
There is no single way to organize an essay.  Below is one useful pattern of organization.  This pattern can be varied in many ways and even abandoned altogether.  Understanding how it works can make you more aware of ways to vary your organization and still be logical and effective.
     Every essay has a beginning, a middle, and an end.  In the pattern of organization presented here, the beginning is the introductions, the middle is the body; and the end is the conclusion.
              1.  The first paragraph (or paragraphs) of the essay forms the introduction, which serves two purposes:  it lets your reader know what your essay is about,, and it arouses your reader's interest in your topic.  That's your beginning.
              2.  Next comes the middle.  This is two or more body paragraphs.  The purpose of your body paragraphs is to present detail to develop your topic.  The body paragraphs form the real meat of the essay.
              3.  The end of your essay is the conclusion.  This final paragraph (or paragraphs) serves to bring your essay to a satisfying finish.

THE INTRODUCTION
First impressions are important.  The introduction of your essay must be carefully handled to ensure that your reader's initial reaction is favorable.  It should stimulate the reader's interest.  The introduction can also serve another purpose.  It can let your reader know what your topic is - that is, it can tell your reader what your essay is about by including a statement that reveals the topic.  This statement is called a thesis.  A thesis should indicate what the writer's broad subject is and what narrow territory within that broad subject the writer has staked out for treatment.

Shaping the Thesis
When you shape your thesis, keep the following four points in mind:
1.  The thesis should be narrow enough to allow an in-depth discussion in a manageable length.
2.  The thesis usually includes only ONE subject and ONE narrowing.
3.  The narrowing should be expressed in specific words.
4.  The thesis should not be a formal announcement!!!!
       A thesis statement such as "this paper will show why I've always hated team sports" or "The next paragraphs will present the reasons I enjoy collecting rocks" is generally considered weak style.  If you write "This essay is about" I will give your essay an F.
   CREATING INTEREST IN YOUR TOPIC
Five Approaches to Stimulating Introductions:
1.  Provide Background Information
2.  Tell a Pertinent Story
3.  Explain why your topic is important
4.  Present some interesting images or use description
5.  Present an intriguing problem or raise a provocative question

POINTS TO REMEMBER ABOUT WRITING INTRODUCTIONS
1.  Your introduction is important because it forms you reader's first impression.
2.  An introduction can
      a.  Present your topic
      b.  Arouse interest in your topic
3.  The introduction can present your topic in a thesis
      a.  The thesis need not be the last sentence of the introduction, but it is often convenient to place it there.
      b.  The thesis presents your topic by stating your subject and your narrowing in specific terms.
      c.  Both the subject and the narrowing must be restricted
      d.  For your final draft do not shape a thesis that reads like an announcement
4.  You can create interest in your topic in several ways.  Five of them are listed above.
5.  Your approach to your introduction will, in part, be determined by your audience and purpose.

REMEMBER:  Do not write "this essay is about" or anything similar or you will receive an F on your paper!
THE BODY PARAGRAPHS

The body is the real core of your essay.

The purpose of the body paragraphs is to present detail that supports, explains, defends, describes, illustrates, or otherwise develops the idea given in your thesis.  This is where you present the material to convince your reader that your thesis is valid.

The TOPIC SENTENCE presents the point the body paragraph will deal with.  This point will be only one aspect of the thesis.

After the topic sentence comes the SUPPORTING DETAIL.  Supporting detail is all of the information that explains, illustrates, defends, describes, supports, or otherwise develops the idea presented in the topic sentence.  

Adequate detail
Put yourself in your reader's place.  You cannot expect a reader to understand and appreciate the point of view states in your thesis if you do not provide enough convincing support for that view.  SHOW your reader RATHER THAN TELL (use examples, details, etc.)

Three ways to organize your details:
1.  chronological - what happened first, next, and then last
2.  spatial - moves through space in some logical way (top to bottom, outside to inside, etc.)
3.  progressive - moves from the most important idea to the least important one

Begin a new paragraph when:
1.  you begin writing about something new
2.  you have a particularly long paragraph that could be split into two or more smaller ones
3.  you want to emphasize a point
4.  you want to use an extended example

CONCLUSION

DO NOT BEGIN WITH "IN CONCLUSION"

The conclusion is important because it influences your reader's final impression.  There are several ways in which you can handle your conclusion:

1.  Leave the reader with an overall reaction
2.  Summarize the main points of the essay (save this for very long essays when your reader might NEED a summary)
3.  Introduce a related idea
4.  Draw a conclusion
5.  Restate the thesis or another portion of the introduction (not always the BEST choice...be careful!)
6.  Use a combination of approaches

At the end of writing your conclusion, ask yourself the following questions (you should be able to answer "yes" to all of them if your conclusion is effective):

1.  Does the conclusion bring my essay to a satisfying close?
2.  Is the approach that I chose for the conclusion effective?
3.  Is the length of the conclusion appropriate?
4.  Does the conclusion leave you with a positive final impression?
