Journal Topics 2008-2009
Mrs. Shettles English
Journals are required to be copied down each day in class (except for Fridays).  They are worth FIVE points per day and will be checked every Friday.  If you are absent, you MUST make-up all journals completed while you were gone.  You CANNOT PASS MY CLASS WITHOUT DOING YOUR JOURNALS!!!  If you cannot think of something to write about the topic, you are always free to write about anything you want.  Topics must always be appropriate for school and if they are harmful to you or someone else I will report you to the counselors and provide them with a copy of the questionable materials.
	Date
	Journal #
	Topic

	8/18/08
	1
	What was the BEST part of your summer vacation?

	8/19/08
	2
	What is your description of a good leader?

	8/20/08
	3
	Which sports figure did you admire most within the last year and why?

	8/21/08
	4
	If you could learn something new tomorrow and succeed at it for life what would it be?

	8/25/08
	5
	Have you ever missed out on something you really wanted to do?  What was it?

	8/26/08
	6
	If you could ask the whole world to think about one thing for one hour what would it be?  Why did you choose this thought?

	8/27/08
	7
	Do our daily actions become who we really are?  Why or why not?

	8/28/08
	8
	If suddenly you had lots and lots and LOTS of money, would you have the same friends and the same worries, the same goals, the same dreams?

	9/2/08
	9
	If you could change one thing about the world, what would it be?

	9/3/08
	10
	What is one thing that always cheers you up when you are sad?

	9/4/08
	11
	If you could only have three movies, CDs, or books in your collection, what would they be?

	9/8/08
	12
	Do you believe:  love thy neighbor as thyself?

	9/9/08
	13
	If you were given one hour of homework to do, every night for the next five years, what subject would you choose?  Why?  

	9/10/08
	14
	What chore would you do happily for the rest of your life?  Why?

	9/11/08
	15
	Explain why it is an advantage to you to be raised in America.  Or, if you disagree, explain why you do not feel that it is an advantage.

	9/15/08
	16
	What is the most rewarding thing someone has ever done for you?

	9/16/08
	17
	If McDonald’s changed the color of its arches, do you think people would still eat there?  Why or why not?

	9/17/08
	18
	If you could choose another’s life to live, whose life would you choose?  Why?

	9/18/08
	19
	What is one the one thing you have always wanted – big or small?

	9/22/08
	20
	What is one thing you saved for but realized wasn’t worth it after all?

	9/23/08
	21
	You find a door to a secret attic that hasn’t been opened for fifty years.  What do you find there?  Besides money!

	9/24/08
	22
	What is one thing you have always wanted to do?  Why?

	9/25/08
	23
	What are some of your favorite organizations that help others?  Why?

	9/29/08
	24
	What month of the year best describes who you are and why?

	9/30/08
	25
	What did you do last year that you would never do this year?  Why?

	10/1/08
	26
	What is more important, knowledge or imagination?  Why?

	10/2/08
	27
	If you were given one weekday to do anything you wanted with your parents what would you do?  Why?

	10/6/08
	28
	What is the difference between wishing and realizing your dreams?  Explain.

	10/7/08
	29
	What is the most important thing that ever happened to you?

	10/8/08
	30
	What makes you know you can trust someone?

	10/9/08
	31
	Complete the sentence “We were put on this earth to ___________”   Now explain your thoughts behind your answer.

	10/13/08
	32
	When was the last time you cried?  Why?

	10/14/08
	33
	What things in life do you think should be free?  Defend your response.

	10/15/08
	34
	If you could invent one thing that could make the world a better place what would it be?  Why?

	10/16/08
	35
	If the President of the United States walked into the room right now, what questions would you ask him?  Why?

	10/20/08
	36
	If you were to exchange places with a friend, who would that be?  Why?

	10/21/08
	37
	Complete the sentence:  “People who _________ have the most courage in the world!”  Now defend the thoughts behind your response.

	10/22/08
	38
	If you could invite one famous person to dinner, who would it be and why?

	10/23/08
	39
	What is the most comfortable place in your home?  Describe this place using vivid details.

	10/27/08
	40
	If you could shout something out really loud what would you say?  Why?

	10/28/08
	41
	If you could change one of your habits what would it be?  Why?

	10/29/08
	42
	When we talk to animals, do you think they understand us?  Why or why not?

	10/30/08
	43
	What subject do you least like talking about?  Why?

	11/3/08
	44
	What would you do if you won the lottery and had only one day to spend the money?

	11/4/08
	45
	Rich can mean many things.  In which way do you feel rich?

	11/5/08
	46
	If you were to describe trust, what color would it be?  Why?

	11/6/08
	47
	What is the scariest thing you have ever done?

	11/10/08
	48
	When you think about getting older what do you look forward to?  Why?

	11/11/08
	49
	What job do you think would be fun?  What job would you never have?  Explain your answers to BOTH questions.

	11/12/08
	50
	Which actor/actress do you most admire?  Why?

	11/17/08
	51
	What school or news event impressed you most last year?  Why?

	11/18/08
	52
	What’s the nastiest thing you have ever eaten?  Where were you?  Why did you eat this item?

	11/19/08
	53
	At the amusement park, if you had to choose between going on a ride and seeing a scary magic show, which one would you choose?  Why would you make this choice?

	11/20/08
	54
	If you could rent only one video at the store right now, what would it be?  Why?

	11/24/08
	55
	Where do you like to go when you have to solve a problem?  Why?

	11/25/08
	56
	What is your favorite family activity?

	12/1/08
	57
	When was the last time that you forgave yourself for something?  How difficult do you find it to forgive yourself?

	12/2/08
	58
	What is the thing that you fear most?

	12/3/08
	59
	Who is your hero?  Explain your choice.

	12/4/08
	60
	Which politician did you admire most in the last year?  Why?

	12/8/08
	61
	What is your idea of a good surprise?

	12/9/08
	62
	If you were climbing a mountain, who would you bring with you and why?

	12/10/08
	63
	When you hear the word “competition,” how do you feel?  Discuss the reason(s) behind your feeling(s).

	12/11/08
	64
	If you could fulfill one person’s wish this holiday season (other than yourself), who would you choose?  Why?

	1/5/09
	65
	Describe your holiday vacation.

	1/6/09
	66
	What would you say is a big waste of time?  Defend your position.

	1/7/09
	67
	What is your favorite magazine?  Why?

	1/8/09
	68
	Explain the difference between wants and needs.

	1/12/09
	69
	What is your favorite game?  Why?

	1/13/09
	70
	When was the last time you had to say “I’m sorry” to someone?  How did they receive your apology?  Why did you have to apologize in the first place?

	1/14/09
	71
	If you could cover your bedroom in animal wall paper, what animals would you choose?  Explain your choices.

	1/15/09
	72
	What one thing do you think about most often?  (Clean thoughts only, please!!!)

	1/20/09
	73
	What’s one thing you always buy (or someone buys for you) but you never really use?  Why?

	1/21/09
	74
	If you could have a home with the most beautiful view in the world, where would it be?  Describe the view that you would have.

	1/22/09
	75
	If you could help anyone succeed at one thing, in what way would you help them?  Who would you help?

	1/26/09
	76
	What do you always need help doing?  Why?

	1/27/09
	77
	If you could be named after someone in history, who would it be?  What makes you choose this person?

	1/28/09
	78
	Describe your perfect day.

	1/29/09
	79
	If whatever you invented would be a success, what would it be?

	2/2/09
	80
	What always makes you smile?

	2/3/09
	81
	What is your definition of strong?

	2/4/09
	82
	What subject makes your brain ache?  Why is this subject important enough to suffer through learning?

	2/5/09
	83
	What would you rather give up, your television or your computer?  Defend your response.

	2/9/09
	84
	If your story could appear in any newspaper or magazine, which one would you choose to see it in?  Why?

	2/10/09
	85
	Can you tell when you need an adventure?  How?

	2/11/09
	86
	Complete this sentence:  “In the summer, my favorite thing to do is _______________.”   How about in the winter?   Why did you make these choices?

	2/12/09
	87
	If you could do anything when you came home from school, what would it be?  Why?

	2/17/09
	88
	What place would you go back to tomorrow if you could?  Explain your answer.

	2/19/09
	89
	Who do you think needs more help, the homeless or endangered animals?  Defend your response.

	2/23/09
	90
	If you could say a special thank-you to someone who would that be and why?

	2/24/09
	91
	If you had $100 to give away, who would you give it to and why?

	2/25/09
	92
	When you hear the word “unfair” what do you think of?  Why?

	2/26/09
	93
	What do people mean when they say, “less is more”?  Defend your answer.

	3/2/09
	94
	Which do you usually listen to, your head or your heart?  Is this a good thing or a bad thing, in your opinion.

	3/3/09
	95
	If you had an opportunity to share with someone else who would you choose?  What would you share?  Explain your answer.

	3/4/09
	96
	What is the difference between peace and getting along?  Is there a difference?  Explain your thoughts.

	3/5/09
	97
	What are you most proud of in your life?  Why?

	3/9/09
	98
	What nice thing do people seem to tell you about yourself?  How does this make you feel?

	3/10/09
	99
	What was the most shocking news you ever heard?  When did you hear this news?  How did you feel?

	3/11/09
	100
	Who is the best teacher that you have ever had?  Why?  What makes this teacher so special?  (This is not the time to suck up to me.)

	3/12/09
	101
	North Pulaski gets criticized quite a bit.  Most of this criticism is unfairly given.  Describe the GOOD things about this school.

	3/16/09
	102
	What has been the most important lesson that you have learned so far this school year?

	3/17/09
	103
	Think of a time when something unexpected occurred in your life.  How did you deal with this unexpected event?  What was the event?

	3/18/09
	104
	Analyze a personal experience of yours which shaped you into being an even better person.  Sometimes our struggles show us who we truly are.


	3/19/09
	105
	If your parents could change one thing about you, what do you think it would be?  Do you agree with this?

	3/30/09
	106
	Describe your Spring Break.

	3/31/09
	107
	When you look in the mirror, what do you see?

	4/1/09
	108
	You walk into Wal-Mart late at night….what happens next?  Create a story.

	4/2/09
	109
	Have you ever studied really hard for a test and still failed?  Has that changed the way that you view studying and tests?  What can you do to become a more successful student?  Or, what makes you a successful student?

	4/6/09
	110
	Is it ever okay to cheat?   Defend your position.

	4/7/09
	111
	If you were to write a letter to the school board to persuade them to make some changes here at North Pulaski, what kinds of changes would you ask for?  Why?

	4/8/09
	112
	Are you in a hurry to get out of high school?  Why or why not?

	4/9/09
	113
	Describe one thing that you have done and come to regret after the fact?

	4/13/09
	114
	Tell me about someone that you miss.

	4/14/09
	115
	Have you ever had your heart broken?  Is this a good thing or a bad thing?  Explain.

	4/15/09
	116
	Write about a time when you got caught breaking the rules.  What did you do?  Who caught you?  What was the outcome?

	4/16/09
	117
	If you could move out of your house today and live on your own, would you want to?  Why or why not? 

	4/20/09
	118
	Have you ever taken a chance on something?  Why or why not?

	4/21/09
	119
	Describe your personality.

	4/22/09
	120
	Tell me about your best friend.  What makes this person so special to you?

	4/23/09
	121
	Write about a funny vacation memory that you share with your family or friends.

	4/27/09
	122
	What makes you smile?

	4/28/09
	123
	Describe one of your all time most favorite memories.

	4/29/09
	124
	Who in your life has had a great impact on you?  In what way?

	4/30/09
	125
	People often talk about global warming.  How much do you know about this?  In your opinion, is it a true occurrence or a myth?  Support your answer to the best of your ability.

	5/4/09
	126
	Have you ever been mistaken in your beliefs about a person?  Did you think they were one way but really turned out to be another?  Who was this person?  What was the mistake that you made about him or her?

	5/5/09
	127
	Do you think that boys and girls are still “socially forbidden” to participate in certain activities?  For instance, is it okay for a boy to be a ballet dancer or a girl to play football?

	5/6/09
	128
	What is the hardest thing about being in high school?

	5/7/09
	129
	If you could create an award and present it to someone you know, what would the award be?  Who would you give it to?

	5/11/09
	130
	Describe the longest friendship that you have had up to this point.

	5/12/09
	131
	Think back to August when school started, how have you changed as person up to this point?  Is this change for the better?  Explain.

	5/13/09
	132
	If you had to choose to give up your sight or to give up your hearing, which would you choose?  Why?

	5/14/09
	133
	Graduation is near.  Which senior will you miss the most and why?

	5/18/09
	134
	Explain what it means to be a good person.

	5/19/09
	135
	What has been the best part of your school year?

	5/20/09
	136
	What is one of your favorite memories of this class over this school year?

	5/21/09
	137
	Did this school year go anything like you expected it to?  Why or why not?


You have reached the end of the line!   Good for you!   
